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'end was thcre nntil a late honr in the Eve-
- ning, aud issued his ‘order“that no one should
be’ ailowed 1o vote there unless he’ took the

o

1’786

oath—I do not know whoframed it—an on.th'

- stuck up 'there and presented to‘everybody.—
7' "Hundreds of persons just asloyal as the gen-
L tlemnn himself, ‘men who ‘never did a disloyal
act in their hves, nnd who never cotitetfiplated-

- ‘such an idea, men A8 erfectly pure’and spot- | -
- "lessas the gentleman himself,came tothnttown
.+ to dffer their votes at the, polls and they were
_‘met.with this oath and ‘this: mxlitary interfer~

- ence.  Capt, Watkius, of the eastero shore, cap-
. tain of noother' military company, remonstra=
. with: Colonel Baker and his party’; but Colo-|

* " 'nil Baker being the superior ofﬁcer, heyielded

" tohim. Therewasn committeé of gentlemen
.appointed to go to Washinpton and ‘investi-
*gatethe affair. - They were datained there un-
il alate -hourin ‘the eveningof the day of |

. election, and when Ahey returned they said it

twas without ‘order.. " T
‘When T .went up to vote’ ﬁﬂ:ysoldiers tood:

S in front of; the ‘polls; who stood there the
. whole. day. “I'went up and ‘offered to vote..

“They said ** You wjll have 1o tnke'the oath."

o Tsuid, ** There is nothing'in your:oath that | -
EE ¢ obJect 10; T.don'tcaré'what it is. " T don’t
. ‘eare what you put, lhere on that subJect -1

‘would just ‘ag, lief take .one oath ag to’ take

-another; ' Lut: Tam: opposed 1o taking ‘any

oaths.’. You have no right'to’ come here and.

" require this- oath.”" , The’ “captain,’ I il do
.. him. the Jushce lo say réplied, agree |
- with'you, ‘T'amd Mussnchusetts map, but
T ngrt.emlh you. - We hiwve no. right fo pat

~ guch oaths: “But I'am'a’ soldier, nod it is on-

" my orders. Do’ you blame_ n, soldier for

~doing "his'duty ?"7} I said, “No, 1do'not.”

-1 put. this. qmstlon to the .captain ¢ {‘ Cap-

‘tain; these judges here are’sworn to execute

-~ the law of ‘the Stute ‘That ‘is “their duty ,
- - 'Do 'you' blame the judges for tlblng their

- duty?" “He said, |he id not.’ 'He wished

- that his orders Werc not ‘the pnrnmonnt or-

ders, but he had to‘ol ey his ordérs.”
I give this a8 ‘an illustration to. show‘that

A .. there was mlhmry interference, . I'know of &'
- number_of genuemen ‘here’ who, cnn give 0y

great many instances of thatgort.”
There is_another |subject: which “has been

......

— *_mtrodu« ‘éd: here.’ It hng béen~gmid over‘dnd
. _gver again, _upon this: ﬂdor, that there have
. been demagogues nna ‘conspirators’ in the:

~State-of Maryland:| I haveseennathing'and

heaid nothing’ commg from the minorit)

. like the appeals made here about the prison-

© " erg'from the federal! army held in thé'Soath,”
- Tt has been suid that they are d_yxng inch by,
_inch, and that ‘the cruelty and’ barbarity
S thn( has been prachced upon those unfortun:
¢ ate mien have never been tqualltd in the his-
tor)’ of the world.

‘Fhe Cuunuw (Mr. Dnniel ) That is not

xn order.
Mr anony, _,It ia abranch of‘ tho snb—

4

ject whxch ‘hes. been mtrodnced into- thm de- o
bate, and I wish merely toreplytoit. ' : - -
The CaamMAN. ~It'is not germmn to the :
snh ectunder’ bonsrderntion. = .
~Mr! Mansury. Perfectly, " I want it'to be o
‘understood,  Mr.. President, ‘that I have ag -
‘much’ wmpathy for those unforttm te sol-
diers'as any man. 1ivnng g .
The Caalruan: - The gent‘eman wm come’ -

to order.’ “The/question under: consideration -~

is the amendment ‘offered by the gentleman
from “St. “Mary’s ‘(Mr. Dent,) to the ‘second.

géction with! regnrd to admmlstering the outh o
to voters

‘Mr. MAnnunr Wlth nIl deference to the, .
judgment .df ‘the chmr, I will say that the -

gentleman from Howard (Mr. Sands ‘aluded. -
to this brdnch of the’ sanect, nnd wish to

reply to-that..
- Mr! Bmecon. B! wxll make one auggestion '

to the’ chair. . ‘The whole Bubject:matter be- - o

fore the: couventlon {8 -one which appertains
to the-obstruction’ of the ‘ballot-box, and 'we
regard-the ‘imposition-.of ‘this oath:‘an  ob-
struction-of the ballot-box. - The" gentleman

‘was discussing it in ‘that conncction, -

“The'CranMaN. * What ‘has the treatment ’
of our prisoners in Richmond to do wlth the '
freedom of the ballot-box ?- o

- Mr. Stieing, . 1 move: thnt the gentleman '

‘be allowed ‘to proceed. -

'l;lho Cnlmuum The gentlemnn may pro—
cee :

<M. MAnnnnv resnmed I was golng ‘on'to
say that I have is much-sympathy with those
soldiers s any manliving. It may be truethat

they have suffered :all that."has been repre- S

sented. I regret most deeply that it is'so.
It way be'that they have heen dyiog inch' by -

linch, 1t 'may be that'they have'been brought-

here starved to death and not properly clad.:
Tliat‘may be all ‘so. ‘- But there 'is atother

side to ‘the -picture, If youwill go to'the’ )

captain of the boat. that' ‘conveys these'pris--

_oners.to and:from City Point, he will tell you -
‘I'that. companng ‘the miserable -condition.of -
those that ‘go North'with that of those that.
‘go South, so faras he is able to Judge, it ts' -
,1denticnlly the ‘snime, g )

‘Mr. PugH, "Who : ‘i the capt'nn of thatf
bont? Iask f'or information.  Will'the gen-"
‘tleman give ns tbe authonty for lns state--

"ment?

M., Bannon Whnt is the cnplaln 8 m\me? '
“Phé-CaAirMAN (Mr.'Daniel.) ' ‘The gentle-:

 man-is enutled ;o the ﬂoor und must not be . '

1nterrupled :
“ME menr resnmed ‘The pnsonerswho =

‘hnye gone South-have suffercd nll‘that they

‘have suffered, and I regret it ‘most ‘deeply -

Biit whose / fault ‘43t 7 That i3 the: point, L

'Who is' to” protect the citizén-soldier? “To-

whom shill- he look for -protection? @ ‘Does*
he look to Jeff. Davia? - Does the soldier of - -

the’ United States federal army look to - Jeff.:

Da.vis for protectxon? My od,~~'sir3he'ie,' .
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