* .~ That.is'the true state of the.case; ... -

- tired:from the halli,: oo "pie oo
- Mr. NeoLey. resumed : - The argument-of the.

e Hower

B ﬁépédple éhbu;,hiﬁ@ll.th'atvtoit‘pf thing, are

'a.good tplace: 110 talk, a: good: place for bun-:
. combe;.butl -tell-you. it is the man'who-is
facing. death for his country'who legrns in a |

' "';ad&.hwha't_fwamight take years:to learn. . - .

" - ~t1:had no jdea of .defaining: the-convention.
-1did want. to vindicate - my country against:

.. the ideathat:she selg 1p-gibbets between the

- grandfather .and the -grandson, - when -that

-1~ - grandson:is a sick and waquuded prisoner. . .I:
- wanted to show.in;what a spirit of enlight.:

- ened christian charity.she bad acted. : 1.want~

- ed the world:to’know it.. ‘I wanted “to.say
" . here, what gentleinen .must know, that_that
i '+ is not the-case pointed at in- thia section ; that

= ‘no:gne could exclude the gentleman from Kent
- upon. such a ground, for.ministering ' to the
" wants of asick and wounded" prisoner ‘when

s > the: government allowed him to do-it. - That.

. is .a.sufficient - answer tojany man sitting as
.- Judgeofelection.. No man in his senses would
- dream:of rejecting.-a ballot on. that ground.:

" Let-us_come.down to the.plain simple facts of
-~ .. the.case.. “Let us set:forth the cases meant to
-7 be reached by this law..; Let gentlemen . who

‘ _have:besn. their. own.-avowed  ndvocates upon.
.- thiig; floor, -instead - of setting -, up “imaginary

‘ cases and knocking them down, appesling to-
1 - your feelinga, set.up-the real facts of

_ _ thie case
.and appeal to-your.judgment, -.:.:2-.i0 ..

-~ Anne-Arundel (Mr, Miller). how exactly-the
.- provisions of this'section .of the. elective fran-.
~chise-article - followed - the - very. word *und'
‘letter and spirit of -the act that called-us to-.

... gether;-and I wanted,.toq, to point ont the fact
-~ that.we do no. sit here to-day as a legislature.

. - with'regard. to thia matter ;. but the.people-at
- the ballot-box.this spring broke the legislative.

~, fetters and sent us here to carry out their

wil.

~{M¢. Neausy.:

I wish -to ‘make a fow’ re-

-. mtks-:}.-: et U e
- :Mr; CHAMB

S ER8: (interposing,) .-My indispo~
- sition compels me.to retire.. .I desire to-hear

- -the rest of . this debate ;. and'as:it <is.iow . ten
- d'clock, with the conseat of:the:gentleman I

. will. move that tije.convention adjourn, . ‘- ;{
fo

N i.Mr.. NyoLry.déclined to-yield .the-fidor

the motion; and Mr. Camazas thereupon, re-

®

. gentleman from Keat (Mr, Chambers) iathis ::

.- that thereis'no.power. under:the.constitution.

;. of Maryland givén.even to the legislature or:

- . tha constitutional convention to prescribe-any;

' ¢ ather.qualificationa. for the.voter. than those
-+ . given and laid.down:jn the-constitution... ‘The
-, gentleman’ from -Anne-Arandel:(Mr.. Miller)

.-, . takes the same view, and. says there i no

* .- power. conferred by.the constitution,:no power

- . mi\ding:in,;the :legislature - of. Maryland; ‘no.
-in’,,this: constitutional--convention to
'presoribeany other qualifications- than: those

E .1aid down;in the,-constitution,: . Now. I will

- : carigitesiloocee apainst you.s o
- 'l wanted: to point..out-to my; friend from.

o call; the.attention of-the.gentleman from Kent

P
S

(r. Chambers) to_the'law:calling: this ‘con- -
‘stitutional convention, = What does ‘thag.do?.

‘That:prescribes an additional qualification.— - =
What is the qualification in'the constitution: -
‘of ‘Maryland 7. It is:- that & voter shall be .a. .
¢ tates, shall be: a resi- - - -
‘dent of the State one -'yea;{simll.re,sl_d'elinxtbo o

%

‘citizen -of the-United Sta

‘county or-city.where he attempta to vote, and

shall be'a white'man. : These are the four ele-. -

‘menta of :the. qualification. . The constitution -
of Maryland makes no provision for any oath,.

‘According to the theory of tho gentleman, .

‘therefore, ‘these are. the:only: qualifications.
that can: be -prescribed'; and 'no - legislature
and no coonstitutional convention. can.pres -
‘scribe any others.:: Now what ia:the fact?.,., -
~-Did not-the last legislature -of Maryland
‘prescribe ap additional oath as a qualification
for the voter.who:cameforward to vote upon

the  call of this' convention?. -Had they an~ - -
thority for" that in" the constitution? .*None

whatever, ... gl e
" -Mr. Briscos.” I.will tell the gentleman from,

Washington the position taken by the-gentle
‘men: who-opposed that oath:in the:convention - -
bill, that there was no constitutional power -
-to .incorporate that -oath in the ‘convention . -
‘bill, and therefore that it-was:not binding.: -
- The - majority. were =

-Mr. - SrockeriDox,

" Mr. NeoLEY resumed : _Thé. ;bﬁiit'iéii‘ ofthe

gentleman :from- Kent -(Mr.” Chambers) wag =
‘that - there-'was no: power..conferred . by the - -

constitution:to prescribe “any otber. constitu=

tional ' qualification’ for ‘thevoter. Thenif . -
the -legislature -attempted to ' prescribe any .

.other-qualification,.it'was; a ;usurpation, and

-it was illegal. .  If-this constitutional conven= .
‘tion ‘attempted to, prescribe any additional -~
qualification, :it'was a usurpation and illegal, . . *
And the gentléman. from'Anne Arundel took -

the.same position.. .. Yet what . was.the fact?.

-The legisiature. of Maryland: last winter did. -
_absolutely attach an- additional. qualification . "~
-to:the elective. franchise .in:the vote for thig -
.convention.. 'What was that additional quals. - -
‘iBcation? | Hefe it i, It  is an oath—ihe .
-oath;prescribed by the: agt calling, this .con.
veation together, -t is not :necessary for me
to-read it." 'But it is, not ,authorized jn'the, - -
constitution. - It- ia.outside, of the constitns. .. -
tion.. Itis an addition to the constitution, " -

i -Now I put this.question. . If the legislature . -
‘of:Maryland had " the power. to-prescribean = = .

constitution; has.not this constitutional con-, - '

additional oath, whigh'did not exist.in the
vention ap‘_eqm.lrigl}i}?.} ‘The legislatare did"

-preacribe an’.0ath.- .

.submitted to the

of - the State ¥—<— .

. That is:the legal and qualified Yotersiof the .

State as_prescribed by, &g;gpnggitntiog.

Now .. what do theysay = -
in the sixth gection? - . . oo
% Sec, 6. And be'it enacted, Thatthecons -
stitution and--form. of kp,vpmwettadfcrt_ed,_ -
-by the said convention as :aforésaid,-shall.bs -

‘legal, and, qualifiedvoters.




