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-+ itby the people, is the fundamental law, ‘and:

+ .~ I hold' further ‘that the: constitution - of-: the
"~ State, ag'it mow is, only 8o far as:it:forms a

- . part of-the convention bill, is binding* upon:

- this body. . I acknowledge,—mnobody dispttes’

.. of all'power. .- It would he
- " - gance and ' présumption on’the part. of- this-

- . - degree upon- that high- prerogative of:the peo-’

~ - pler:Weido not‘come bere' to' take ‘away-
~ _ from' the people. :We come here to submit to-
~them-our work, as - we' believe, in conformi ty’

_. - to:their Swn commards;and the: literal terms

. of - the language which -they bave -directed to!
m'i'—lb P T T TS SR Toluh o

- Under these conscientiona convietions T am:
_told 'that I am degrading myself; ‘we are told:

- here that we are'sinking to-the level:of degra:i
- “dation; and’in the same breath=the honora-*
. ble géntlenidn says, ‘‘ I.do not mean to'offend,”
--and T frust I-shall not ‘evén be -suspected: of

- meaning to offend.”” " Is it possible, Mr:’ Presi:’

. deit; ‘' that' honorable - gentlensen 'are’'to be:
-, spoken to'in
¢, Mr, Coaxpers. I believe T-did not-use:the-

- term fedegrading e i v e D 4

- ' - Mr/RipegLY:’ Tleaveit to every gentleméin-
- -in this house if he'did’fiot use:-it. > Buta large’
" portion‘of'the genfleman’s'argament was: feel-

" ing'rathér than deliberate judgment: I ledve

. miyktheory 'of ‘the law, and my deliberate:con-

. . viétion*ithat "it*is ‘sound ;- and under - those

" viewaof-the law, I réiterate that the'power of

" -thid 'bedy: topass 'this ‘report ig' in strict 'con<

- - formity with the authority conferred updn us |
[by_t_h'é’ ople; 1 ' -

-1 “MryCrimbrng. ~ 1-did’ not turn to the sct of

- assembly: ‘' I-did:not suppose it Would be neces--

. ., sary.to make an argumient. ‘It sayd-‘that'the

- legal and: qualified voters of the State dre‘en-

.. titled to vote upon‘the ‘constitution; subject to’

- régulation’of ‘the time of Voting, 'the place of

- tion* may - ‘prescrilie
Régulations of ‘voters-entitled: under the con- |,

. to'lhanufnctuge :it‘.'{"’—‘.i""‘:’*."",f ‘u}/_i;.';_ 2l
“Mr: Mrever. "' Phave d word'of two' to eay -

- man’ from’Bhitimore “county” (Mr: Ridgely')
.. Hé und I'dgreein: régard to' what this'conven™
.. tionlbill*as; what-was its' phiposo--and obs
| jéot)and! what*forbe- ahd < effect it-had' over-
. “"this"bddy &t the ‘éimihencement of-the" Ges-
.- sloni: of / this*-éonvention. " Now ‘he ‘declayes

" cobyentlon, théy miade this cdnvention” bill 8-
1 park 6f:the Tahdamental 4nd ‘organic law:an:
* . derwhichiwe 'vver;fa'etiﬁg."’»"lfagfeb with-hi

. Towill si6w o' thla‘conventipn'that the report
© " of“thiscominfttee s dirdetly in“conflict with
-, theiprbvistots of thatbill: i/

Cel

the:theory here—that the -'geopllié ::‘r‘e ~:lhe‘spu:cé
‘be’ the highest 'arro~

body to" assume 1p' entrench “in'theé ‘slightedt-

rms thuy Sippaitly; thus arro:
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‘the:question: to the‘convention; -submitting’
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vating, ‘or any othér regulations‘the.‘conven-
' may ‘prescrilie; regulations of iwhat?

i stitution’ to: voty? /o regilaté s thingisnoti timer— 0 11 (]

upoh ‘the very - thieofy assamed: by the' gentle:-

that by the vote of the ‘people, in callirif this'
LT ad
and“I tarn'to'the provisionsof ‘that'bill + -an
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"' He'ing- veferred to-'the sixth section-ofthe

law.::iThe sixth- séction iprovides that this: .
‘constitution shall be submitted to the ‘people: . -

for its ratification. ~Now if-we take.the other:
theory, ' that:this:is:a: soveréign- body, inde- -
‘pendent of all'législative étinctment,: why go-
through ‘the’furce:of ‘submitting:this canstitu--
tion {0 "the' people at:all 2> Whynot say .at

onée' that - the ‘constitution’ which“Wwe- here| =

‘adopt shall on or after a’'day upon-‘which'we!'

fix, be the constitution and organic Jawiof the. -~ -
State? If the theory of the-absolute ‘sover- . . =

elgnty of this: conventionis to prevail, then

‘this tonvention s the right to'do that, . . .
"' "Butif the gentleman from Baltimore county . - -
adopts' the-other theory, ‘and tben Brys we -~ .

will submit it “to the people; and ‘that this
convention bill -is the fundamental’ and or-
ganic' law;-then ‘we must go to :that-bill-and:

see what itaprovisionsare, ‘The question-hers

is this.:* We have prescribed-in: this report,

‘or shdll if 'we adopt it, ‘qualifications of ‘the - -~ '~
right of voting upon the adoption of this con=
‘stitution, different from what:tlie present con- - -

stitution' preacribes; and different from what -~
the comvention fbillt?itself;;pigsc:ib‘gg._t{‘qut .

‘does the 6th:section declare? ' :

- U Bec.i8. “And be it enacted; That the ton:

stitution and formof governmient adopted by -~
the said convention'as -afofesnit}{ shall be sub- -

mitted ‘to the legal and qualifie
State,’" &e, ;- ¢ i T
- “To what does that refer; for the qualifica- -

tion:of . voteérs ? - This law-was passeéd iunder |

the existing: constitution of 'the State.~The -

‘ Jegal and qualified: voters'’-here meaunt; are

‘those who under that constitution arelegally . -
qualified to vote; thatis, a man who'is's . -
‘citizen' of the United States, who is twenty-. =

one years of age and wupwards, who has :re-

sided aiyear within- the State'and'six months
-within the county in Wwhich'he-offers to vote. -~ =
'Phooste are the *legal and qudlified voterst”to . -

‘whom this' section of the convention bill-

refers; : No- ‘other sensible’construction ean.~ - .
be'placed ‘upon that langdage. " Now what =

farther? <t "o P -
~‘=!*for their adoptitn’or rejection; ‘st such’ -

- This o y
‘are to vote, -+ i T
- =~t¢in guch manner”— -

: < That-1s, tliey- ay require the voting of the - -
“legdl and® qualified voters”to be in the .
‘manner they may adopt, either by ‘ballot, or .
viva vocs or ni ‘atiy ‘Gther imode they pléase. -

This réfers o thé manrer of: voting., »:7 &

714 dnd gubject to'such Hiles And-fegulationis -

so'shid donvention may fireseribeise i
““That*is, they may- prescribe!the:riles ‘and’

régulations bndér whichthe *“legal sndquald ~ = -

ified ‘volers' Virs to'vote: - The ‘polls shall:be - -

‘openiédat 9°0"¢lock’ i the ‘mornihg, or'if'the
.Convention thdose to'say o, shall’ be‘openied: - -
d@‘ﬂeﬁffbfélbck,?gid=?dqse‘d at-‘five ;-and-they ' . -

PR .

‘volers-of the, . . -

‘toivention may fix-any. day it pleases
upon:which-the ‘‘legal'dtd qualified voters’”: " -




