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thoee nghte in. determxning the question- ot'
L acceptance or.rejection,’: And you wilkin my:

hamblé judgment: -transcend your powers-and
your obligations, by venturing to go: beyond;
" your'daty to.introduce a gystem: which can-
haveno possible aupport fromany-obligation |,

. OF ADy power orany. anthority which has been

conferred upon :you, and-which;.as:I'eaid be-

fore, in the event of the re;ec!ion of this'con~

-stitutiod you ' will ﬁnd to have been mere,
‘waste,paper, -~

" Isubmit; whether uuder thesecnrcnmetanoes

* & majority-of this-house will persevere in the

_ infliction of: whas at least I esteem the most.
aggravated ‘outrage. upon- our, rights: which

. has been suggested by any ‘member : of this
‘body. 1.say this without-any purpose: to-
" offend the a)ersonal feeling of ang .gentleman.

upon this-oor. ' I say it from a high sense of.
. duty. . ~Iisay it ander the belief that this act,”

if. consummated will not fail to be: regarded
~ by, a large -portion of theas people as oppres-,

- sion of .the . grossest character, thhont any
: warrant of authority.

Mr. Ripagery, I propose to occnpy hut a few
moments of the time of this convention.. A
- great deal that has.been said by the honorable

. gentleman from Kent (Mr. Chambers,) in view |
- of the 1oae and temper in which the sentiments

‘bave been expressed, sufficiently answersitself.
" It indicates to my mind gt least that there has
‘been much more feeling and excitement than
- deliberate judgment. - T propose to vindicate
. this report.upon, the thearies of Jaw ; ‘and [
'propose in my humble way to acquit. itof all
. the imputations of outrageand.indignity and
-wrong which. the gentleman has charged. to
- be its purpose. I believe that all that weare,
" charged " by : this. proposition” with . doing, |-

" taking away from, the people their rights,

denymg to them the exercise of their prerog-.
- ative, i8 wholly without warrant or founda-

" tion, in'view of zhe theories ot‘ the existence

of ’thie body,. . .

I bad occasion: some weeke ego, when the
qneetion of -the proper exposition of : the con-
.vention bill was before the house, arising out,
of- the question of the qualitication 'of mem-

;, ;/ _berg/of thig:body, &to express; my views upon.

.-the theorjes of that convention:bill ;.dnd the
. gentleman fron Kent took occaemn to express
hje theory of the convention bill, :
‘We differed folo ealo. - I but repeat what I
. then gaid when I again remark that [ belisve
- that | that: conveation -bill "indorsed by: the.
- people;;gubmitted to the people by .the legie-
lature, is:the programme, or. projet, by which
- this consutnnonal -convention was 1o be

. aeeemhled and, orgamzed -and by: which its

- powers 'were to be exerted, and . y virtue of | <
‘the ;indorsement which the ple gave:to - it,
_-became' the  fundamental- law; and. that in
- . exerciging our. ymrogetnveﬁ»here, our. func-.
. tions here, we were 'controlled by the conven-,
tion bill, not by reason.of the fact that it was.
-8 mere act ot‘ the general assembly, but. hy

g
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reason of. the fact ‘that the people, the great.
sovereigns, - the - people, had . indorsed it and
gave.to it organic life, 8o. far as it described
the powers which were to ‘be. exercxeed un-
deriit. .. -

Ihave: heard nothmg whxch has indnced
me to believe that. that theory was founded.
in error. -1 beheve itis a sound theory.  Al-
though the. honoreble ‘gentleman from. Kent.
on that occasion confined the powers of the
conventipn,bill exclusively, to the were theory
of indicating the. process by which the -body
wag to be assembled, and by which it;was-to
be put in motion when assembled, and denjed.
that even into that convention bill wa could
look for the qnahﬁcatnone of members, disre-.
garding the qualilications of members as'an
inherent part of the machinery necessary:to.
put-the body in motion’;. yet ] hold: that the
very admisgion. that .we were bound by .the
form -angd” terms of the bill even in & single
iota,. admits the whole obligation; : that if we
‘were bound by ‘the: phraseology ¢ and. terms of
the convention bill; - to adhere to it even in
the, organization of the house, the force of the

,obllgatlon could not be restrained but tlmt it

became full and ample. ..

‘Under that theory of the law let us lo at
the convention bill, and see what it prov
I read from the. sixth section: -,

+4And be it enacted, That -the constitution
and form of government ‘adopted by the sdid
coovention as aforesaid, shali besubmitted to.
the legal and. qnaliﬁed volers of the State, for
theit -adoption: or rejection, at such.time, in
such manner, and .subject to-such rules and
regulations as - eald convention may pre-

,ecribe."’ P

- 1 pray: you, gentlemen, is there any hmlta-
tion as to.the power of this body to prescribe
rules and regulations 7 - May you not prescribe
the qualifications of the voter as well as fix
the.day of .election? . May you not prescribe
the qualifications.of the voter as well as the
period-of time within which the.election shall
be ‘held? Who shall say.: how, when, or
where this power is to be restrained ? The leg-
lelature - have not. qualified it nor: limited. it,-
beyond he. tgrms empldyed in the act .itself;
and the le havg indorsed at the ballot, box
the projet ofp law submitted to them by virtue
of the authority of the.legislature, We are.
bere then.armed with:the tEower of the people;
and by:the authority of the people'are we ex-
ercisnng, the functipn ‘which we propose. now
to exercise, -to submit this instrument to them
for their-adoption gr their rejection, pursuant
to the very terms- which t.hey themeelvee have
preecrihed =

.- I, propose to conﬁne my ohaervatlone en-
tirely to-this theory.of the law; to discuss this
question as & question of law.. I hold, there-.
fore,~—I may te wrong,:but.if wrong it is my
honest judgment, and on that judgment I have -
framed: this .report—1 hold_ t)zatxnge -conven-

tion bill, by virtue of the power Pired into




