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*" " if-there I8 ope proposition;in regard to. which’

o geptlemen of -this -bady, one. fuct: which will
. bey:universally .conceded,. it is: that. by those
W

" whether for -or ‘against a _convention, there

. was not one.dissenting voice in. regard:to.the

"' proposition that jtrghould be a dead letter
- until the peaple:should act upen .it.., There
~i8.00t.a man that I have-ever heard ofin the

- State, who participated in the election, that:

. bag; guggested, .tbat, 8o'.far.as. I know; has

- - ever:dreamed of having a constitntion until

- it"wag, submitted, 10 the people; and; sance
- tioned by. them. : I .say/again,.I do not sup-

sy i .. Pobe there is upon’ this floor. one. individuai

N _.8hould. be ‘a dead letter :until “sanctioned by,

. .Starting-at that' point, what: do. we ,wit-
- . negs?: . The old .counstitation.is in force, per-
- -fec ly_iniﬁo'r_ce,g}much‘goias-it wag one hour

. ‘gftpv_n'xts,a_doption, until this new. constitution
--+13 mdopted. by - the people.” “In.,inevitable
" result,..the old . constitution, - and,.all: the

- . rights.and, privileges: which.are. by it secured

- to.the citizens:of .the. State, 'continue in full
- - force:and effect until this.new. constitution: is
‘sanctioned.by the'people. ... .. - PR

~mot. only. 'to take away’ the.rights:of.those

~ who have -heretofore -exercised the first.and

- "boasted .privilege. of : freemen, | the right. to

-vote;. but it undertakes presently, in. strict

- conformity,- with’ the principle.-adopted . in

~  this sectign, . to .introduce *a:;perfectly new.

o cla_ga .of - Yoters. unkn wn_{o -that ;constitu-

- tion,:; I8 this possiblg?; Is ik pbssible that

* gentlemen.propose, by. an_instrnment of, no.

- force and effect until; after & certain. event,;
- - byean; instrumel '

- validity: ;j_gfusen& '

‘monstrous result-ag to,destroy constitutional

_prefogatives and privileged?”, Let.us, for ana

- ...Those who, under -the. constitution now ex-
dstipg 'and . in full ;force, ‘had. the right to

" -.yote.:. At least. that ja.the .theory, of - this
* . body, .. How.far they participated. in it, I:am
- mothere -batind ; iow, to . determine. .’ But
. ‘'mone other..except. those, and ‘all; those who
-~ - Choogie: to present themselves.as candidates. for
- -the.exerciee. of :tbis . privilége,.were" the_ con-
., stitnency—~the. rightful :constituency of thig

. body; nogeother, . . T L

b s

H

epn suggesled in ‘this'body, ; I supposs that

there will be no division ofopinion among’

0. voted for the assembluge of - this. body,

who, -if, candid and sincere, will-deny .that
it was  the ‘universal expectation ,that. this

the people. "

oot

nt: thps hereafter to have
.into:it,. to aperate such;a

moment. Jook' at; this,. . Who,_sent. us- here?.

v

- vided by’ this constitution, to:bé held durlng

;‘;{_‘Wﬁat-isth‘oi ‘p‘xv'oposed."! .. That-while . that

_ et gl D s L o | constitation is yet unrepealed, while it ia yet
-7 'Mr. CHAuBEES. . Against. this I raise; my '
- voice,.as being..more.in violation-of the obli-
- gations -due . from : this conventian.. to the
e Eeople( of.Maryland tban any; act; which -has

in force, you.are tosend this constitution,
not to.that constituency whom we represent,
not: to.,bp. acted -upon by those who'sent us
bere, but by -a: different. constitugncy alto~
gether, those who aresupposed to be apposed
to, it -being restrained by further provisions
.and restrictions, and those who'are supposed
to;be favorable to it being introduced into the
arens as yoters, never; before. kngwu to gny
constitution which we have had. . Is this the
‘mode of erecting constitutions, to shuffle off
the constituency which-you have had, to de-
0y the privileges which bave been éxercised 2
It js-bad -enough ..to .allow the. privilage to
‘others, to_extend.it; but’ when we present
.ourgelves here standing on the shoulders, and
‘acting:on the authority of a class of-individ-
‘uals, are we then to be told that in defiance
‘of .their constitutional . rights they shall not
‘votg uplegs they conform. to ‘additional re~
Strictions which this constitution imposes 7. -

. Lot ns.suppose for one: moment, and no
.mdgn ;has-a right to say .that such a supposi-
tion.is at all impogasible, that the.people do
not choose to adopt this constitutiod.,.- What
predicament are you:in:?.. If shall have. then
resnlted - that -you have restrained. persons
‘constitutionally entitled to vote, by-an enact-
‘ment . withont a shadow of obligation, . If
this coustitution. is ‘not adopted: by tbe peo-
ple; it has not-a shadow of obligation ; it has

‘no: mare ‘force ;or_effect than.a newspaper..
Asiyet this paper which i8 conditionally and.
‘only conditionally;to have any effect, is to

: b o0l e, | deptive every individual of his right.to vote,

e .j«;Ig,;thQ;face ef thig fact, \this.section -pro-

- /posges to violate that constitution; to deprive.
- centain. individuals- of rights and ; privileges'
. which .are .secured .under. that: conatjtution 5

‘'whp besides the-privilege secured by the con-
stitution, besides the restrictions imposed-by
‘the constitution . and existing law, shall not
further in addition,subject himself:to the .re-
strictions imposed, by this pregent instrument.
'Ts that a state of -things which gentlemen can
-admire?, .1s it & state of things they can hon-
‘estly desire.? = Isit a state.of things it is.sup-

‘posed they will submit. to? - “Is it a:state of

things ' becoming & government of freemen ?
I8 it,a treatment . which. our-condtitaency. de-

:serve a our hands, .to say that tliis session of

the.convention is the result.of the voluntary,

‘action of the ‘people.of the State? ~ What

peaple?,. .People who are voters under the

.constitution of 185N . Why not then-let these

people;..thia constitaency, decide- this ques

‘tion.?..;The. idea of baving.a, piebald con-

cern bere, of havirig, provisions intended ta
throw .out.some ¥pters:and -bring jn others,
and to have effect while the ofhér provisions
are.eilent, is an anomaly unknown fo apy
history we haye.of our, proceedings, . Is it 'a
constitution or.ig itnot.2.. J¢'it be s, boldly
g0 in.the face of; the peopleand say.so. . If it
‘benot, why attempt to jmpose these. resirio,
tions and: fasten- its- obligations, when it js
not & constitution?. If..i,tgbé,nol; what ig jt?

v-l_“

What is ‘the appellation, what is. the title of




