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: none of. our: husmess, if-the, people choose: to ;-
pay.more.. They, have not.done 8o, so far.a3-
1'am aware... I:hope the house will reconsider | .
_its’action on thn.t amendment if the gentleman

constries it as I 'dp,:to0 - cover all mnmcipnl

- officers,.- ...

Mr.. ABBOTT.. The reason whyI voted io
fnvor nt‘ the - nmendment was, that I:was not

~ aware in doing 8o that it-'would affect the cor-
" . poration officers.... If:it does, I hope’ tho-ge n-

tleman will chsnge the language of it.

~..; Mr, Stiuing.. . It may he 8o construed. for'
the officers of Baltimoreci ty are oﬂleers under
" the laws of this Stata. -

“Mr, STOCKBRIDGS . lf lt is in order to otfer

an. ‘explanation; I .will -tell. exnctly-what- I
*  'meant.- “There_-have been.certain’ officers, 1

may instance :certain clerks, sheriffs,. criers,”
officers about the courts in the State of Mary-

* Iand,-who bave received fees-to.an amount
- ls.rger than-three thousand. dollars, year after

year, and. bave gaid that they were not ‘officers
of ‘tho ‘State; that they were officers of the

_court, - Those, in 'my npprehenslon, are; just
‘the sort of persons designed. to. be, reached - hy
“this,.: When persons -have u fixed . salary, it

is known but thereare none that have a fixed

‘salary: by the State that are obinoxious to this,

either,in the. former constunuon or; a3 modi-

fied by. the amendment, . It was, demgned 10

meet just snch cases and. no others, where.the
fees and contingent emoluments of the office

- amount to more than three thousand dollara.
- The design is that in all; such cases the excess
"~ should go 10 the State, ;. - -

;I do not think that the article asxthss heen

v .nmended is obnoxious to the objection  that |*
‘excess of fees paid- by A county orcity oﬁicxnl,

is made to it: ° ‘*Every person holding- any

. office created by or existing under the constis
-tation:or laws of this State.”’ - In one sense
: everything that exists in the State is under
" the constitution and laws of the State, . They
“have a -certain. power and ‘eontrol-. over- it.

We'establish & corporation. Iuasmuch as

. wa glve a- legal exjstence.to that corporation,

" in that, sense ;the-officers. of the, corporation

Are under the.laws. of tha. State, no;matter:

‘what the corporation is~the .Baltimore and

~-OhioRallroad, Company, the Gas Compauy,

~ or,any other; manufacturing company...;But

then they receive no; fees or emolument. from

“the. s)eople contnngent upon their holding &
“publi

: corporatnop lthe curporatxon of ; Baltimore or

- any; ‘other, city. /. It is tyue'we gwe it.n legal | -

. existence,..-S0- far a8.it; :depends’-on;the laws

~of the. Stats, it is ander. the constitution and.

lu.wq of ..the State. -But we , neither . fix the

- salaries, fees, or: nnythlng else under the laws

- of. the State, . :Thougb, they derive them from

. the people,- it"is under: certain ordlnsntes;

" which the corporation create. - It scems to me

- that these are.not under the laws.of, the State,

- in.any, proper.sense of the term,. ., I'think that

~ * no.city officers will,be. reached . by.that. .. I

- am not aware. thnt nny oﬂicet is- raxd hy fees.;

officz, ;-80we, establish & . municipal

Qﬂﬂaé

Mr. S'rmnmo There is nothing: s‘nontfees
It is “ pay or compensation.” -

"Mr. SroorBRIDGE.: : Fees are compens xt-on
Salary i3 compensation.: Thera -is -no fxed.

salary ‘of any State official.in the:State of

Merylnnd whxch smnnnts to three thousand ,

'dollars

- Mr. StirtiNG. . The mnyor’s snlnry is three
thoussnd dollars. - IR

" Mr, StroceBDGE. - Thnt is under the lnws
ofthecity. - The clty sollcxtor gets three thou-
sand dollars?,. .

- Mr. - ABsorr. -1 nnderstnnd mv colleagne
to_say ‘that this does not contcmplate-any ot'-
ﬁeer .of any incorporated company.

. Mr. Stocxeripan. I do not understand it
to do-so, mnnmpal or any other. .

-Mr. MiLes.: It is unfortunate; but ths
gentleman s sxy-so fsnot s pnrt or the con-
stitation. .. : '

- Mr. Srocxsmnon. I haveoﬁ'ered an amend-
m»nt which I considered a proper one] and
it bhns -been. adopted.- - If anybody: wishes to
modlfy it, he can mnke the motion. - :

- Mr, StirtiNG. - Officers -of the courts wlll
stlll say. that: tlley’nre officers of . the conrts,
and do-not hold oﬁice nnder the const\tnuon
orlaws. ;- -

- Mr. THOMAS. - I move to amend by atnkmg
out Ahe words in the ninth and tenth lines, |
“*treagurer of the Srate, for his.inpection and
that of. the general . ussemhly of “the Slate,’!
and inserting the words . * county commls-
sioners. of the eeveral countnes, and to the
‘register of* the mnyor nnd cxtv councll ol’ .

-Baltimore.’’ : -

My ob_\ert is . thls s Ihnt whero there is an

that excess of -fees shall go brck to the county

or city -taxed; with the payment of the excess;

-aud-unot to the State. I.think the State is not

‘entitledl:to.any excess. of fecs. that. may accu-

‘mulate ;in . Baltimore county or. Allegany
counly, . If there is any excess of feesin the
performance. of - official ‘duties; : it shonld go
back to thetax payers that are taxed to ray

‘those  fees. If this amendment ‘ls carrled, I

shall.move, .in order to: make itjconform. 'to
this:- amendment, - to ‘amend 80°as to read
¢ ghall .yearly pay over: to the - treasurers of
the several counties, the amount of such excess
‘hy -them received; subject ta-such disposition
thereof as- the connty canmlsuoners may di-

“rect!!

- M erm.;uo 1.had not, des:gned }o vote
for. nny amendmeiit-or to offer any ‘to this
section, . I -did not know.there:was any ob-
jeotion to'it; -:But since it has been 'amended

‘[wish tosay aword with regard to this] propo-
sition of my colleague, .- .. did-not: design to

make the motion ; butif I had wished to make
a motion it. would have been:to atrike out this
section from: the:constitution ;: for the leglslnn
ture has power to provide for it. . -In pointof

fact thig;clanse.ofithe eonstuﬂtfon now covers -

scarcely.any officer.in ; the State; for almost.

~




