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i general assembly., .

leare it exactlgas 1t i8«in the resent consh-
- tution, to let the county" commlasioners fix the:
sa]ariee ‘they will pay. . T move-to strike:out
the words “pronded ‘the State's’ attorneys ‘of-
thq geveral countiés shall receive not less than
elghthnndred dollars’ per: anpum.!? ;=
‘Mr. anm mtbdrew hla amendment temo

porarily .

“Mr.-Hznn's amendment was agreed to e

No further amendment was offered.

be riext section was read as’ follows :- "f

¢Sec. 4. No person shall be elipible to the
otﬁce of State's attomey, who has not, been-

" admitted to practice: law in - this State, and

- who has not resided for at: least one year ‘in’
3 . the county or city in which he maybe elected "
No amendment was oﬂ'ered ,

- FILLING v.umwu:s L

: elected, or on his cofjviction as herein
the ‘said’ vacan y 1 'shall | be - fill
“the Judge ‘of .the : county pr city mpeetnvely,
hanng criminal Junsd' iction in-which said va-
canoy shall occur, until the election dnd- qual-
1ﬁcation ‘of his’ -Buccessor,’ at which election
: said vacancy shall be “filled : by. the voters of |-
the county or city, tor tha mldue of the term
thus made vacant. !

‘Mr. StiruiNG., I move to stnke out the word

. f - “ dlection and quahﬁcahon of his successer,’’ |

-, and to, insert  the words "* until ~the ‘next
election _theréafter held for members of the
_There is an ambiguity

- in| the | section; which 'was copied from' the

old"conatntuhon/ I do not think the rean-
- ingis differént ; and T know the language of
© the old conqutntxon is very ambigaous on ithe
“subject. . ' It. is 'a ‘mntter of serious ‘doubt
- whetber the provision ¢ does not mean’that: he
ahall ho'd over for the four!years, The firat sec-.
“tign says that he'shall hold his office for four
years “and whether a successor could be elec-
" ted! before. the four years:should expire is a
mattet of very gravedoubt.
.-ally holds his office nntil the next general elec-
tlfon of' members of the general assembly there-
“after.. .
: ,~ Mr.’ Cnmaaa 1. would sn;zgest 1o the’
- gentleman that he ‘shonld strike out”‘‘at
" which election said vacancy shall be ﬁlled by,
* .thi voters of thetonaty or city, for:the resi-
"‘due of the term. thus made vacant,’’ to maka
thh election for four years instead of two.’
“Mr. STmume. T-have no objection’to tbat
- 1 think it"is perf'edly proper as_a. general

e provmon, applicable to_other officers’ algo.

-As ‘ the ‘section “now.stands, as-‘copicd from-
" the ‘old " constitution,: it -is very difficult to
. make auy meaning’ ‘out.of it at all. + It saya

" “until'the yualification of his successor,” and_

nobody kuows what successor is meant. If

I t meann the successor of: the orngmal Smte’

A +

| successor. :

“Thé officer usit- |’
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attorney, tben tha aPPOIntee wonld bold nntll L

the next regular election. of” State’s attorney.

‘But -that -has not been ‘the. interpretntion], I
placed upon it, all.hough ~it: seems ‘to be the . -
mterpretation that onght to ‘be placed apon . .. .-

“A ‘man’may resign just two years before .. : .

the élection of meinbers of the géneral assern-

|'bly; and'if at’the end of the term a man was ~ ..° "~
elected - to fill “the - vacancy, he 'might only ... -
~ .| stay in office from’ November to January I' R
K accept the amendment, - SR
Mr. Smirh, of Carroll. Tt seems to me’ tbat oo

the language of the constitution can-have no -
‘other than the plain and siinple constructlon.- AR
occurs the judge is'to fill ‘it~ =

If a:vacanc
| until “the ‘clection and - qualification of his-

... | construction, at. the next general. election of .~ - .
The next aectxon was read as. l’ollowa T Lol I

: 1‘ Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office
“of State's attorney, iot"of bis removal from the .
connty or city in wli'ch he :shall have been

membera of the general assembly. -
. Mr, STiRLING.
ce )t that for electjon for four:years.
t. Suira, of . Carroll.

- | provision:; yet it is until, the elechon and.

quahﬁontxon of his successor.” ‘If the amend- .
ment prevails there might be:a hiatus, and- -~ =
there- might be no State's attorney atall; be- -

cause 'the person: ‘appointed might ’ not be .

qnahﬁed until the first Monday‘in January.. - -
‘That can. be remedied by . =
retaimng the words * and quahﬁcation efhis - .~~~
successor.”” - I'will _modify my. amendment 8O, .

1 think that will o

- Mr, StinLixa.

aa to retain these words.’
-Mr.Surra,.of Carroll. - A
accomphsh the ‘whole. object. 1 think that

will do away with any difficulty, and leave
‘'this section lto correspond with all the other . -

sections in reference to tenure of office; go that -
thie #acancy|shall be,

tleman from" Keat: (Mr,* Chambers). proposes..
 Mr.Sriruing.. T:think I would. better not

accept ‘the | amendment of - the: gentlemnn ‘-

from . Kent..

Mr. OcARkR. -

orregisters. - I- think it wds ‘determined in

committee, in ‘relation "to-the report.on the = "
judiciary department, that when an election - -
should take ‘place -it- ‘ghould .be for -the full . o
tarm of six years, or. whatever term'mightbe -~ -
¥ would .+
suggest while-upon- ‘this branch of the qnest:on,ﬁ. AR
that this is'a proper veiw to be taken of this -~ =

assigned for thess various ‘officers.”

matter. -What i3 :the, necessity, ‘when -the. -

people ‘themselves elect, the office’being. va=- .- ' .
cant, of ‘having ‘an election for- two years, - . -
and then another-election. for six; ;years ?-The =< - -
.one elected to ‘fill the ‘vacancy is as, mucha - - =
sélected by:the peoplé as the one elected = - -
at t e expxratnon ot‘ that term., Bnt yon e

part,

'r,. .
I

B l

. The . election, - it secms ‘to. me, -~
' would necesaarily ‘take place by a'simple, fair -

- There: is. po provmon ex= - o

‘There 18 nodlrect jvf-? -

filled /for the residue of-' " -
the term, and not for fonr .years, ag the gen~ = .

I ngree with "it, -but: there - ..
may ‘be. n differenca: of* opinion ahout it, . .-
‘and I think it would better be left as it is. i L
think myzelf that is the proper way to patit. .~ = -
'As I understand ‘the amend- . -
ment, it adopta a -principle of electlng to fill - -
offices simply for the residue of:the term, .~~~ ~
We have not ncted upon the-case of clerks = - .



