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~ the three-jud

) gubjects . wehave :had:~under . consideration:
~since we:have met in gonvention...The ad-
- ministration of ijustice in the.counties of :the

- torthe peopleiof .those counties. ' The system:
- that'is: proposed: by :the gentleman from Alv

. legany !may: work verywell for:tlie: counties|
.. in-the:western:portion af:the! State.; 'He-has
' there by li's system:ail the bénefitof the.one-
" judge for the single countys; He makesFred-
+‘erick,. Washington iandu:Allegany counties;

- each;lo compose a judidial!éircuit; where ond

. cases, ¢ iThese’:xma]li"bns'és- . have ‘heretofore

often: consumed. !in:::costs «: inore--than': the
amount-involved.:::We have then-a-judge-in-

-'each.:iconnty~=that.;:ig¢ a chancellor—and

" . hears.theiappeals from magistrates where the

- -parties.desireto :appeal ‘to'the circuit court
~of the countylrin 1o i i L EERCEE

R

.+Then put =tbree:tadjoi;\ing cqnntiés“ ix‘;_to"’q’
circuit, -and:let the three judges constituto:the

" circuit:court, with:full ‘common law:powers

and: criminal. jurisdiciion} “and thuns: youw

. bring home to.the: people n more:speedy: and

- rapid-eet{lement of- the' business; not’only of

- thejequity. court,, but - in hearing:. appeals

©. - from magisirates; and. ‘all,questions :of com-.
- mon’law-or.of criminali jurisdiction. Yet it
~ «.rdoes not increase'the. nuwmber of: judges.::. -
~ = Mr.Jongs; ‘'of: Somerget::.:I merely - wish'to

"~ 'add towhat I have: said»that it.ia'a maxim:

ot Jaw that it is for the interest of: the repub-

" lic:that there should be:nn: end to litigation::
. Ithink that the experience of the onr-judpge

system:in’ this-Staie hag: shown'that it tends

ot “multiplicity of --appeals, : andespecially’
* in those. districts -where ithe:judge’is ovérs
- worked::and. has. to .decide without:due re-

flection. ~In.our district; the “judge'has not
been: overworked. ;He'is an iexcellent judge,”

~" . learned inthelawand the decisions, remark::
. ably nccurate, and in thefew.appecals:which:

have been-taken he has geénerally beeu: sus-

I tained.' -But -in.otheér distric's, wherethe
' {lddges"hnvev'be.en:'overworked; ‘where: they!

_have done more than: could be-done accu--

- rately, exceptions have been taked: and often

~ 'sustained; {:The. bar.; would..not hava’ that

" confidence ‘in the-'décision’ of on¢ munithat
- they‘would ini the'decision of three -lawyers
* of good standing, agreeing: upon a point of

law ; .:and:in‘the: lntfer:cass there would :bé

 fewer appeals;:: I thinkthis is; worthy of

_consideration, : These appeals cost morey to

»' - the litigant; and:it is for-the public'in'terest
that they' should be_ as: few: as:possible. -1
" think - that! consideraiion: is-~worthy to.be

taken into -view:intdeciding . whether-to adopt

v

tem.: can v e

S DA ; RSAFEIND

. oM Ht‘nn.‘-l’l"hereasomiih}il did not.put | ) .
" in the section that: they should:be-elect«d by*| of:that' kind 'in our judicial circnit, yet -I

g7

judge 18 there to administer the law. He 13
easy of ‘ access to- every part of ‘the-county
and>cdn be approached on’ business matters
readily, © i sl

 But in the other portions of -the:State; as-T
ccaught from the reading of the amendment,’

| alnrge-number of ‘the counties: wonld still’be

left'without'ajudge—that is, the judge: woald
hnve fo go from:ons tbunty to another: - =~ -
i +Iihope:thit{ihé amendment of the gentle-
man ffom: Prince George’s (Mr. Olarke,) or
the wfxﬁrt'oﬁ the. .committee will-be adhered-
to. : The gentleman from Baltimore city, the
‘chairman‘of the committee (Mr.Stockbridee,)
hn's very ably set forth in his remarks to-night
the advantages'of - the'system which he has”
‘proposed.” 8o’ far:‘as -our own ' judicial cir-
cuit is” concrrned we have had a very able’
nndexcellentJudgeé ipon the bench: * But it
‘is‘true that -business-has accamulated ou his-
hands, and there are:instances‘of delay, aad
-complaints mide by the 'judge himself, ~that
.he:is overtasked ; and overworked: - If iupon’
n proper consideration of “the expense to the
‘State we should adopt & system'by which-one
juidpeshould be uppointed” in ench county,
‘having #quity: jurisdiction, and . presiding,
over-the ‘orphins'’ court, we shouid bring
‘bome {the ‘ndministration "of “justice- to the’
‘doors of the prople-of the State generally:
: = Wehave-declared in-our.bili-of rights that
it is °a fundymental - principle of all govern-
‘nient ‘that ' every 'man for every injury done
‘to hia:person or his property ‘ougzht to huve
justice;--speedily, without delay.. The com-
“plaint that ling.been universally heard‘in” the
'Statéjunier. the present “aystem i3. the deluy.
in’ thie' hdarigg. b cases' which -srb brought
before ‘the YN It has been in'miny ‘in~
‘stiinces ‘atmo3thiniolerable: « It is conceded
.on’all»handa:thati there-must be some modi-
fication:of - the;‘present system' to meet the'
‘wants-‘of ‘the:‘people: T ‘can; conceive of’ no
‘better plan than to have -‘t\w*judges'"ap—.
-pointed’ in' each :county, and then -to throw

three "adjoining’ counties into 'a circuit for

ge system or the oue-judgeisys~| the purpoze-’of- having eivil ‘and ‘criminal
. BTRNS T : ©

:cace3tried before: three judges: -+ -

e haveshad

3

« Now; dlthough'w no ‘complnint:

- the. people, was that: the. general “provisions: ;Have-hesrdlawyers from’* other purts of 'the' .
. pass opon the mode:of election;-arid all the
- elauses there areapplicable to all:the judges.:

‘State ‘complain;-and'/the people«igencrally
‘complain of>this one-man ‘business, .this-one=

case that comes before them. . The concurring:

o:Mri-Miuteg: J«This:is:one of 'ithe: .gravest 'ln‘mn? power; it judging and déterminingevery

‘State. especinlly-is: & matter of -/ deep interest

opitrioniof ithree! eminent  and distinguistied
men: dpon-the bench ‘would carry'with it a’
iweight-whith' mo' owe man could ‘possibly
Ve dastd T spradd nic Do ed fa e il i
. -»Under! the’ old-system 'appenis wero less
.numérous to/ the ‘court’of’appenls.: ' Now, in
-almost every case where“oné man-decides it
‘undev tife present systam, an appeal'is taken:
Litiganta-ouldioftiner- be éatisfied -with the
‘dicig on of ‘thred inen’: upon’ the bench inim=

‘portant- cases, ithin’/with - that' of one; and




