is. no.doubt that it is a general principle which
the, convention;.are a8 competent $o-decide
-, Dow;as atany gther time.. -1 agres with-him.
in nearly.averything he hes said ; -although: I
do not‘agree with him precigely, for this rea:
sop.;. [:had mrde up‘my mind:to -accept the
report;of the.commitiee. --1:thonght - that the
. committee having investigated and digesteda
“plan, it would be.much eusier to take the-bys:
- tam substautially as..they had-adopted.it, so
-far.as:it8 general principles are concerned. . I
‘would :not have bound myself to-all its de-
- tails, ;:But: the..convention has -absolutely

B modified that, principle. - The system propos-

- ¢d in.this report ip.a system of three :judges;
- going back.to the plan before the present con-
“atitution, -when  the ‘judges. were appointed.
by the governor during good behavior: ! The
convention -has determined. that -its jodges
shall-be elected, while.l wag perfectly: willing,

80 farugmy individual opinions were.concern-
- ‘¢, to:vote for the three-judge system as pro-
- posed in’ this .report; Lcannot agree :to-vote
- for'three judges according to this plan, 'tobe
elected by the people. ':-It will rud the elective
-8ystem into thie‘ground, to cause-such 4 large
number of:judges.that it.will positively bring
the judicial. office.:directly .into :politics. . It
yill offer.s0 many-offices to the competition of
menibers of the bar, that ‘there will -be :con-
- Btant elections i of judges from among. them.
J..do not: believe it is- worth - while to 'incur

the expense of a:three-judge system; to:he
¢hosen.in the mode in which :the ccnvention
“have'determined to choose: them. ' I am: not
. willing‘to -incur -the ‘expense'of this system,

- the judgea being elected under the present
ystour. ;- I ithink ‘the result will be that ‘we
shall not be able‘to come to any conclusion if.
we uttempti to perfect such a system. - Itseems

~_ to-me.thatall’ the convention can do- now: is,

‘to adopt and modify the system of the-pro.
sent.comstitution. = - el e
~-1. It _requires -rome modification bécause it
works!shme injustice.” There 'are some cir-
- cuits, in:ithis: State'in’ whith- it is absolutely
. Impossible to’ transact their business. --I think
if my friend ffom Baltimore county were pre-
~-sent:at this.time,'he could give some practical
experience -how:the mntter works :there.  In
-the icircnit.composed: of: Baltimbre, Howsdrd
and-Cecil: conniesj:there is an absolute denial
“of justice. : Itis:impossible for suitors’ to ‘get
their suits tried ; for no mortnt man can ‘dis-
charge the  duties: of these: threo * counties.
-'Baltimore county alone has ‘business enough
before it court to test’ tho. capacity: of ‘any
-siogle man.  T.am satisfied from what Iknow
- of the practice in-sothe of the other countiéi of
~ the::State that : there” are ‘one or’ two' other
countiea - which have basiness:enough for'a
lipgle.jh’dge.n Tl “’i-_,;' N
“v-1'should prefer;.as the matter’ now stands,
that-we shiould diave & orig judye system, . and
_ Bo reduce-ithe; Iarger districts' that'ibusiness

, |

see that we can' do anything else.> There s
no. doubt that.there-will be great-difficulty
about the'expense of the other system.: I do -
not -consider- it too much to pay,'but other
members of the convention will consider it too
much.to'pay: .1 shall;bedisposed to vote for.
the proposition.of ‘the:gentleman  frous.Alle- -
gany ‘substantially, - because ‘it ‘does temedy
the practical:difRculties: by -diminishing - the
size.of-the circuits, while it keeps the ones
judge-system jn.operation. -
" Mes-Jowgs, .of Somerset. . [ donot know
‘whether the-chairman of the commjttee {Mr.
Stockbridge) -adverted: to- the fact that the
-one-judge system necesgitates the employment
of special judges 10 & very-great extent; and
I question whether;if theaccount were dtrictly
kept:of:all the employment.of specinl. judges;
‘the expepse would not. be found sufficient -to
employ at Jeast one: additional judge; and
whether it .is not worthy' of: consideration
thut in:the-: three-judge system you-have a
far greater:certainty ot having a judge whose
regular business it is-to hold courts; who -
hds. been regularly . appointed -or electéd and
commissioned 'to - that .office, to- hold - a
-court, and need not resort to specjal judges
in so ‘muny:cases. " Ithink oneof the pridci-
pal reasons for resorting ‘to the three-judge
system is the frequent:necessity for: resorting
to special judges and the expense attending it.

1 . The.ather- consideration is important-also;
‘that in many of the districts the dismnce-o‘}
the judge from: some' portions.of the disirict
is such' that it is impracticable.to réach him;.
which amounts: to a practical denial -of - jus~
tice, . esyecially.. in- cases of: -iinjunction. - I .
have bad myselfin -lirgent cases to-ride fifty;
miles in the winter gersdn :by a private cons
veyance.to find a judge to get an injunction, -
and it he bad. happened. to be away from
home I should . have. had my whole ‘trip for

'} naught. I have ridden fifty miles dod back,

waking. orie bundred miles, and in other parts
ofithe district they. wou!d haveto rideseventy:

-or.eighty- miles.. .. Thig.is .an inconvenieuce.

-1 do not- thiuk-the: additional expense at
all.is to be compared ' to- the additioual con-
veniencs affurded to the people. Where there
are two.or :ithreo. judgés- it would - certainly
avoid the delay... In Baltimore county.they
could divide the-business between :the three
judges, one hearing appeals, another criminal
matters,- and the. third -equity matters; for
‘instance;-and they could all -be toyether to
hear cases tried at:common law before juries.
I'submit-that I:think it will be véry great
économy. .ultimalely, as-well as a very great
couvenience:to-the peop'e,.to adopt the three~
judgesysrem;':m;k e L DRV
~.. Mr. -Aupbun; :«:My:friend i. opposed:’ the
amendment :offered by the | gentleman from
Allegany. county, because-:it ‘does:not: pro-
vide for one:leurned in the law; for:the ‘or-
pbans’.court, - If heiwill tirn:1o page:446'of
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‘hiay -be itransacted by one.judgé. i I ‘donot

the juuraal,he-will find & section offered by




