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- glve’to’ the circnit 'judge the power to appoint:
- lth’.“'But‘i‘_I am decidedly opposed to appoint-

- ihg 'the court of appeals ot the circuit judgeés'y’
- and [ shal{ therefore'vote for the amendment:

~"Mr: Riboxuy:: I shall follow: the ‘example |

~of iy frlend from Baltimore city who opened’

- this debatd (Mr.'Stockbridge: )+ HeToceupied:

a’‘very sliort'‘time! ¢ The' experience .which: I
-+ Have'hind Lx:f;he‘ Inst fourteen!yenrs ‘has con=
‘fitmed ' ifi’imy Wird the fitnesa:and- propriety:

. of my V6t4'in the ‘convention’of 1850, to make

- thiggystem an electivesyatem.i«In that respect

. my experience differs from that ofcthe:gentle-
B n':anj‘fzd‘tﬂ Kent (Mr, Chambérs. ) s/My experis;
- ente has diot'aasured me that we have lostany~
-thifig'ffdm'the change ;: but on'the'contrary, in®
the judicial:districtin which I'reside my experi-
~efice’ has " béen 'thal 'we have. guined by- the
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¢t may-be that we have:not in general:ob

. taiped judges so profound in judiciat learning:
- .68"wé had turider the former :aystem';* but ‘we
- hiavé obtained:judges who haveln!the'opinion:
of ‘our people met'the - wants ofuthé:peopls.~
- Itishot' per s¢ judicial learning;learninyr ih:the
. law; that mikestup-all the celementsiof ‘charsi

* . atter neeessary:to ‘consiitute 'xigood:judges

- . Thére‘Are- other: elements-of: character:besides
~ that of sprofonridlegaltlearning'; and: they;
" hhve been'eminently displayed’in: my judicial:

district. '+ We'bave had twojudges under this:

“systerm’;: the'one'the’ lamented-Alfred: Consta

ble; and ithie other the present judge; - JohnHy!

- Price.-**The< business: hiabits ‘of thosé: gentle~

“their-accessibility, sthelr-irreproachablei

it‘c‘cter,'f superadded;to ‘e reasonable

- ‘amount o6Fjudicial:learning,'has’-eminently:
~ fitted thbse gentlemen!for:th hichi

i

) heanpi
. Nor-bave I observed :that.inio

ther quarters
. , en auy le g of-the
.. - amount of judicial learnitig or ifitness for-the
- ’fokitlon uéoix’.{the':‘bencp,‘ among the :variéus
-’ incumbents’ of +the - bench: 2 If wou''will -look:
.. around'through the various circuits,.beginnjng.
- -at'Allegany, whois‘upon the bench-there under.

- - the'elective system ?: vLook again at-Frederivk
..~ and Carro]l ;:who'are upon: the:bench ithere

-+ . “under-thelielective¥system 2:i Passitig: by: the
- districtin which /I live; and)of :iwhich'l: have

" juat spoken;to-theEastérn Shore, 'we:come to.
--: Judge Carmichael; who wassucceeded by judge
~Ricand ;. and "iin-<the -lower i district,i; judge
. Spedte. i1 put' it to: the: conventioniwhether
~ the beuch-vhas falleaiveryfar:below. what:it

*- Baltimore city:; -but it!was:in:theinéeption of
' the aystem when Baltimore city-bad- the .mis+’
' fortare: to make ar/gelettion! which;probably
- they'would not: have:made.underia:iarger exy:

periehcess At present the.benchiof Baltimore

:genetally: spesking, cis: lighlyrespedin=

L bl:.’; 'Jn(llerdlf_k.!it'g\yof nojndgcthohsu‘ini
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the ‘court of appeals or on the.:lower:bench;!
than:the justicé of: the‘superior:court: of :Bal-.
timore city; Judge Martin,iie i g et
~“With this experience'and thia observation, [t -

‘we:gtood “in+1650. :.1-find -thie!opinion: I en< -

tertained in*1850 confirméd and sustained by -

the past.iiiy it st i il e
: »There is’another reason fon my.vote,»'Phig!
is-arvery important miovenient. - Neither: my: -
people nor:the people at large have ever been: -

consulted-upon: thia!sabjéct.:: When we iwere? -

sent here'asimembers-of this convention; thisi

queéstion was not' raised! befors.our, constitusi
ency:’ ) holduthat.l have:as'mucha dutyto>
perform to-represent my-colistituency hero, /a8’
if] were'ina legislativebody.: Tvis my duty'te: -
reflect-what I bélieve to be .the'wants and'the! .-

will 'of <that.cunstituency: * Neverhaving speat. ' o

ciallydiscnased this'question;'it never;haviag? -
been-particularly brought before’ the : people,t
we areasked]:without'any sort of informatidn

from-thie dystemiwhich in general hag'worked! -

didmot-work:well, <.t Lt o, wadd )
, Fust:tarn to our experienceanterior to 1850,
and tses;what:was the condition ofithe judis=i

koow .Bomethfa uboutiit; andis T obere chdly
lene; with. the::ezception:of: the'court ofiaps

on:the: benchirunder: the old :systemiwith:the

Laggdt bl iyt vipd o

systemn, iii i/ sl vt b s an i ved o
| iForfthesereagons:T:am unwillingitowote tof |
change ‘the::mode. of :selection, and .to'return”
'to’ the:old isystemi. of :appointment ‘anteriorito
the'advption ‘of, the: present;constitution Jit 5:11

¢ iMr. Bonp. i I-have no doubt 'thavitiis:the -

sdopt.that : mode, swhether:: abpointment: or

lic:gondas: The only. difference: between' ng

gseems’ to be, that somé think.that the:public’ .
good wbuld be better promoted by the elective.

system 7::and’isbme: on.the :contriry ithink {8

i

system, v siriyd it of Sy durs AL
-t11n the'early «pirt of.ithe. session .I-had:the -

hottor! tosubimit «to'thei consideration-'of the

SincesI, find-some of our) frisndss upontihie
other-side 'ift:favor:of :an' ‘appoidtive: syatem;t .

systen, und will vote forit, 0:0
~+tThess:.gentleman) Svho ‘have.

floor w,‘fsior;dﬁ'thb;el_ec'ti_vé::’sigtgp,';;éeehx’:m_ -

R ERTAEY:
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forrsd highet hoti rupou bis oo elter il

am uwawilling: to'turn:back:to the. point where: . o

‘uponrthis'subject, boldly;:at olica'to cut \dose! . -

‘well,/and "toifall.iback upon.the:old:system! -~
‘which''we know in-the experienca of-thepast;L -

ciary underitheappointing system:.!! I' happen! -
tb'be’'colemporaneous with 'that system,-snd! -
peals, n ' comparisonibetween dhe assiiciates up='

berdch' of ‘the’circiit courts' now underithe new: .

‘wish-of every. member of this: conventionitof -
election;\which|is most ‘conduciv, to the pub=! . .

‘would be:better ;promoted: by the_appointive . =

judiciany’:committée’ the:outline:of 'a system! - .
in'which-T=ptoposed an ‘élective judieiary:i *I: . . -
ramifreastoisay.it was:not:becauss.l i regarded -
o1 it 8% the ibest system ;- but I'really isupposed .

'} it-woilld:probably. be:the onlyteénablesystomy; -

being’ very: glady to: find:thutiit ia:sd,uL.ow. ",. N
say-that l'am:an .advocate of: the:appointive -~ -

ioccupisd-the < .



