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i that'wxlh;al!,the abiht hicb chamterized
;.ﬁxg most: part, if; noj., 1a.whole: of if:it: was
‘:t,%,a TY.; great .extent; .simply & re-grgumen
B ..whut wp hiave henrd. befqre.xn the,argumem
" npon;; the‘bru,gof‘ynghts,,m ch; took, :p 80
: much of; the‘;ime iof sthe: conventhn.m This
" Whole quéstion-af;, the mndnct of; the adm}q-
atration; . of} jlsisuppoaed “usurpations, 10F
slavery, of zrrests, ‘of spersonal, Jiberty, was,
" 'all.gope;oveér.upon. the: .dmcnmop .of, thase

p.xtu.lcs.; Aqd the, queation ‘of ‘allegw.nce,‘ao .

fana.qit,w in:vplycd ;i the dxacussxon ‘of: this.
- propoeilion;;how. before,the convention, was

-, fully disco gd and absolutely. decided (in:the
, "fourth articlé of the bill-of rights..: 1.have.
"' heard.&; gredt, many: remarks . made, injthe
conrse of tHls ‘debate, mxth,\regnrd to;the
meaning :of some.of these prapositions wh:ch
d -.thbink were, completely. .answered. in . the
. course 1of that- debate. 1 What is;meant. bv
allegmnga t:h the.United : smma.? ii"._What is

e ,;;;Withontf nndertnkin to. mwerkthoee ar-
ments,; becauise. 1: think‘they, have alrea '
;- been nuswer ln{ this hquae,g umean merely
e .10 explain tgf the co_nveut.ion what ig:my: nn-
- “Qerstanding , of:th p:opomtlon mbraced in
L. h 'gmen ll}ent. s'a st\“ ¥ 3'
3 3480 far:as the:first, part -of. it is, concexneﬁ il
. qupposé nobody: hias sny.ob jecﬁon., 18p; far,
.. regards;all,ithess \provisions contained in:the.
N ,present .constitution; I have heard :no, ‘objece
: tion, ‘except!” the . thenretia. ob;ectioq”ot the
ggnﬂeman from'Pr!nee George's; (Mr, Belt,).
which ; goes .46 the. extent of -abolishing ; the:
o whole syetem ‘of .gaths.i..I suppose any mem-|
: b,er «of dhis couvention-,wbp ‘has_ cheerfully.
3 ;‘,rnd freely't hi ceq the. ohligatxons of. the.on
- ‘imposed . npon. lqombers; of , this ‘couvention;:
¥ yvi}l haveno. Jmportant objecﬁop tothe former
. partof  this-:amendment,. 4 'which:.concludes
* with the ;woﬁds,,g‘rebelllon against.the United
+ " States,.or the lawful. authonuca thereof; %<1
mppoae therefore that theiwhole: argnment
res‘twa upon:: t.he.remalqing ;t)_art ofthe

#*But}, lhnt 1 )have rq 1y yally.
on the side of the,Umted Statea agmnst :thoee
- in arined rebellion @gaiu;i the United” Statp
Md}l do.further BWEIL,OT. gﬁnm tthat L will
'‘to the;best fmy “abilities; prafect and def en&
(heUnlqn of the United,States, and notallow.
the .same {o:be -broken .up.4nd 'dissolved,or
Qhe government theceof tqhe deatro;ed nnder
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'ésmh%tx;iszt?:&i sqt; d;e a1 b |
at,is;thp.p un ptand;

j;‘ dto.izdb mohjeqtul iga,Jn:thd Brat:place,.
;hongh,tbe objection really, s ‘gpllu as.ma

| Bfness,of all: persons to hol
1t? jngtas/ mnch'?; ‘declaration. of
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fpcla. hatis ez poatfado yvithmﬁie mean-
ing; oc qconstituﬂqn ‘of "the United Stutes,
or; any,,leggxl, . definjtionof ,shaji term? It
Imegns, that you.sball xmt«‘punish .p’man fo 8
‘erime. thatcf id; pot. exjst,beforg;the {ima, when
you_pass the:law.by, which 'you, punish “him,
{ltg:ever ;has b q;:ptprg;etﬁdhto ,mean i pxéo- .
ibition. upon, retroactive 1aws. ) Everybqdy
kno yt;q tha.tp a law,enacted; with: r)e‘é?rd {uzn’ .
subgect,( opemtes npou, pongractq Already
e,..nnleas ‘these . contracla are.,expreaaly
excluded’; from, ilq:opemtion,; 1€ 4. Jaw;: 18
,apphcabletoq,_case dmg.m ourt;
A58 phesntovthatxcase, qlesa Abat chse 18
specially;excluded from. its provisions; ;.

Iegnsla jon? - Weare aase;nbled here,;the;re

resentauvee ofl ‘the peopla of . the State,’ sent'
here to frame its ‘organic law,’ . We have, the
constitutional . righy,.:qualified . only, by : the
‘moral duty; 10, exercise . that, 5:6nsdtntional

| right properly, to prescribe’ ‘whatever. -
catfonl; for; tbt’a exercise; of  the. elecuv%n}%gn-

‘chise we, please, .and; tmprescan whatever
qualifications. for.. holding: omce,,and what-:
«aver, oathof. Joﬂlee Jwe. please ;o,preac;ibe.
There | isgpo doubt ;whatever “thut  if, this .
convet}gon un erto 1‘: to. .cxeate - ¥ proge:tx :
«qualificdtion;;’ which’: ‘would’ absolutely :
franchise persons now. "admitied; to ;80 rpg
1o’ this; State} whatever mxghi be, qaid of.
hn{dshlp of: qgch a_provision, :it' would:
abanhmely‘s lgggl,and wnstxtutiopal because
i;m;theluniye&al h:nd nniresugctedbngbt o‘i'
people.to the elgclive; franchige an
thg right.of: holdmg}otﬁee a8 they please, . js
iWhat'ia the.oath. of oﬂicg?,anrknpon,w ai
theor,y, oes it propeed ? . My friend, Jrom

th | Pringe George’q Ar.. Belt) went, largelz ‘Ahig

evening ;modhe theory that e -peopla.wWere
 the soprce Power, .a0d that ibe fitness of &
persun, fo;' ho dingnﬂicemust be jndged ‘of by
the peaple..., ertalnly ; and the peapje in: ‘fixs
jog the constituiion say.» what o gen

‘they.regard t0,be; absolntel{ uecessary é‘or, tbi:

he : :
ard to w,hnt they, congeive tob iness. for .
iﬁdﬁng,oﬁ a8 ‘generally i apphefiﬁz when

| expressed dlrectly at thé ballot box in regard

o8, arucnlar individiial. » ,, o

16 1 ‘man should takean; ohlxgation to per ox;m _
‘the” dptxes “of  thie oﬂicp his called . upon to
exkroise.: uNext, that ‘the. ‘manghouldsbe
such;a, characgert.nnd posséss giich prine i
genetally as.make him s fit-person. to, %ovem
tha {:ﬂmmumty ‘oyer;Which: be 'is cal

8 ,mw at is the principle npon 'which;
ed. from time: to

;omew at. qut
8 mod

&c x:js l::f” ';g decla:;a bis bellef
jiv the Chyistian, feligion, by, m icon:
stitatd ogg 1t.s bebn it oséz that .
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