nent elect\ons e Thot xs the remedy wg lmve
gpm\ ided in case, tho government ig not admm-
Jstered: m,such A WRY- 8. tobe nccep\nhlf‘ Ao
,the mn]oyily ‘of ithe tpeople—-not rebellmn,
ewhich? has: aths eolo,object( the; deatruct:on
.lnd dlssoluuon of- the governmentr it
*1 merily:rise to say that I.cannot see any-

. ,‘Where ﬂmtan) of the ob,;e,qnqns to thisamend-'
‘ment Jiave any:pertinency.in fact.;. Certninly
,J say that persons who cannot conscxent:ously
:take this:oath.onght not to expect, 'and opght |.
. ;,_not ‘to be permitted fo: gerve the Stpte of Ma-
Q-‘,‘\ryland -Unless :they can’ honatly and. con-!
o ‘-'acientioualyttnke the oath ‘that tbey have ;not;
"+, done: anything to _destroy.the government,
'}-,‘and'will. not do. anytbing to° destroy it, . but,
~the reverse, “how,can | they expect : that, ‘their:

e aervices will be, acceptnble to’ the majority of

RS

rrqmres nothmg more than nsual
except ,tbnt in-previous consht.nhons no: one
has ever, contemplnted ‘such’ a state- of affuirs
* a9, exists .to-day. Jnnrlmg ourselves in sthis.
staie of: affiirs, now that.we are about {o form
" amew: constitution for,.our..State, I.hold that’
- we should be recreant 1o, our, fmth‘if we,: :did’
- mat'try to throw around. pur ‘government: av.
" ery, guard that:we can, against the.dangers
- which. we see to ‘threaten its existence. _ I'pre-
; qume it will beadmitted that among the great-
! egt, traitorsin the State have been found men
ﬁlling offices-in the State.. - We ought-to de-
" clare in:this constifation that no person shall.
- be ‘qualified for.an_office.who would;:be a mere
. clog;upon the, government, and who,would be
nnwnllmg 10 anpport B e
.:lam therefore;:in: fa.vor of the amendment
aa it stands.: .I have. heard no reasonable :0b-
jection to it; and ‘can .conceive of..no,reasona-
e arguinent:that can; be 'brougbt agamst it
tnkin[z ourview of the case—which is certninly.
. the correct view—that. to.the: -generp.l ‘ZOVErn-.
ment. we owe paramonnt -allegiance,: and that.
iq ‘providing for uuecnrlty and’ safety weare
; most effectuplly, proylding for our own secu-
rity 7. and our. own safety R
.:.,.Mr. Dameti’ I, had’ deslgned “ta. oﬁ'er ‘an
- amendment.at. tha ;proper. time ;. and,nlthou;zh
,’ ; Ldo not:know that,l ahall,oﬁ'er it, 1. will.read
4t in. explanalion of ;the view, which. I take:of
~§hia question.. . I¢.retains, nearly\ the game Jan-
age, hutis’ aomewbat condensed, and with
‘s little.addition. .;Th tclnuseof the amend-
i ment. is this:; .; e
200U 6 That will. o tha ~hee f 'm abtlitiem
penl roteqt'nnd defend .the . Union af. 1be ;United]
Btatee uud not allow,the mmq 40, be broken
- " up and. dissolved, or, thergov roment Qhereof
", ta be destroye nuder anv‘clrcumstanées f i/
‘my power.to. prevent it, and  that.[{will’ bl
.<.; times discountenance; and appose.all political,
eombma.uons having. for their object such dm-
oolmion or destruction., 1ok
. Inatead of that L. pnopose, thnt th ) a.mendo
ntﬂhou‘drﬁﬂd., lly (u\_‘
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'tect nnd deﬂmd tho;D’ niou omhese States ﬂud. g T
will «dmn\mtemmce andsoupase, 'nllqnolitml
comb;nntions and, nll; efforfs;of exery -sogt. - - -
whaiscéver, having for: Ihelr ohj“ct-the dlssolu- PR

-vent it or ta..carry.it.on,-I. thlnk it. is, naelesl - ,

SR s
«:Bat,[ do notgknow,rthat; should,mova my:
nmendment now for the’renson that;therehaa -0 - -

,aide of the-United States and’

ition or:destruction. of Alie’pame. i1

RN ’.i.‘

:|3ivAnd,J proposed: also 10 omit:the preecdnng S -'
words of; the oath, “ that Thavebeentrulyand - -

loyally. onthe side of.the United States agnioat ~

those;in ‘armed . rebellion against the Umled S
States.) . r.id STSIRY

b

l ' l--: l,

, My -object: was}thnt there mfght besa class :

of: persong who atthe beginning of - thigrebel- ©
lion were not decided in. thelreympnthleselther S
;wuy, and who bad ;not done anything bynet, - -

.word ot deed ;- and.if they, take-the former.

part; of . this, outh ‘and ; say. 80, they. couldnnor o E o
-BAY. thnt thev.hasl alvm\s been;Joyally on:the - . -

sideof ;the United,.States. ,; And if:such rper-.

'| sons; though not able,to say;that,-arestillable ‘

40.8ay.thatisince seeing; that.the rlghtmde wes

the’ side.of .the:United: States :they: have been -
‘on thatiside;;and.are willing to:take thisoath . | .
that henceforth they.will by all: meangintheir -
power.disconntenance any;effort: to.breakinp. -
the, Union, ;I think)that such citizens onght to .

bea.llowedxto hold'onicen ol S

 There ig another:change in. the{amendment, SR
,in the omission of the words,. ‘! and:.notallow - = .-
the -samne:to be;broken; up:: and . dissolvedjior - |
the. gnvernmenuhereof\to be deatroyedmnder’ T
.any circumstances, if.in.my.powerito prevent -

it."” . Believing;that'in-a great: ‘revolution «{f*
is beyond. the power of any; man either.to pro: -

to employ.that term..;:: ;7

beep.so; much. debate: hinged: upon thatyery

polotof being Joyally on.theside of the United

States; .this ;morning, and«thnse words: have-
been made : the -foundation:afr so: much lan=
guage of rdenunciation;of the;:f usnrpntion .

of..,the general novernment,"x that Iiam pow -~ -
very michiinclined.to "think:itis better.tolet ;-

the. vzords‘ remain, .and; to; ‘exclude-all:who
cannot..say..that -they.. amdoi
113

i‘.Iyda:not wish, fo place ‘myself or thema~ . - :

jnrity of ‘thig,honse;;in.a: wrong - attitnde; =~ - :
Gentlemen whoshave: spoken .upon:.the other . . .
side to-day hdve endeavored, to ‘convey;the .- .- -
impression that.we; were defending ; the 'ad= - - RS
ministration,in. endeavoring to, set’ wda the.:

» | constitutian and.the Jaws; made 1in; pnrsunnoc'- IR
.excellencethe 0.
.gmt‘,conm;ntlonul .defenders, ;1. say -that, .. -

thereof. ‘\,Tbey have. heen..p

that:places usin the'exact “position.in, which- -

Jeff. Davis'and his,,min(ona and those:wha -

sympethize’ with, him:iougbk:to.be placedk

| The majarity,:are endeayoring.;bere by, snch -

amendments aathis. to ‘make men awear:that -

they will defend.the Stateof Maryland and tho ‘s N

Union. that they; hiave ever been. truly.loyal,

aod that.they.are on-the pide of .the. gowern— : |

ment of the United Stateg iz et _
Will any man ln the minority in }bls honu, L

ly On lul‘}'
Ve, be('llr- e

(rw.;’;'



