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-, lated1and with'nothing left of our nationality;
“ - nothing butithe'paltry. parchment. siju| i+
.7 Mr2Denms./ 1! ask - hie géntlemiiir what
-] sort of ‘a:ﬁgure;hJe;culb‘now;Pgoln‘g,.édve'rithé«

- .- couniry'wiihi'no parchment at all -« 0. .

- .»¢Mr. Puen. (No, gir;: I:do not say that wé

“haye nio:parchment at all,»and have notisaid
.- so'yibutl say ;we are here framing a'"parch-.

" - mendtrfor: the:State of :Maryland; “:At ‘this

- time-there’ is :no: necesity for-ourbeing withe

" . out the present: constitution:'!. But :I'suggéat

~ - that itis important to?secure and sustain-our
... existence,'a matterwhich seems to'be forgotten,
- +.es 4i1Staté, ag a people;:and; that:it.is import-
- ant to- engraft upon :the constitution; s’ pro=:

. vigion:-which: shall: designsate who"are’our

- enemies: and«who:are not: :'But . 1-:do'staté
© .. thatrgo fur:as !the constitution’ of the Unitéd
- ', . Btates is'concerded, with'theimanifold:con-
- structions:given ‘to’it; <I.am-not infavor of
~+ sticking 10 that . parchment  ag‘intesgpreted;
- moreiespecinlly.:when' Chief Justice” Taney
- - gives it the. coustruction .he does: give'it. /I
- willinot moreovér;:allow:the: gentiéman from-
.7 Somerset, 1o tstick. bis: constractionivof ithe
- parchment into my teeth. " I'bélieve! the con-
- stitation s a'subordinate part. 1. believe in:
© 7 the'existence of:the nation a8 the’ paramournt
- and/imost imporiant: matter; und as I'sug-
;- --gestedy 1 -adopt theides of'the gentleman'from’
* - Baltimore:city, when be said:that the constiz
.- tution: was the tnbernicle!wheriinrésted:the
' _soul .of ;the .people ;i:thie=present tabiernacle
‘inight go:10: ashes, but the'nation; as a pecple;:
-existifurevers.: » s e it e
- - Mev EpstEN:: Willvmy:-friénd: before’ he-
. .. takés hisiceat, :answeria: question for my in-.
" formitiow? |- He: Hus.arisen:on this ‘floor: the
.. advocate/and:-defenderiiof 1thisiameudiment’
-7 offefed:byisthe ;gentleman’! from’ Baliimore
- citpy(Mr. Btirling:).: Now; I happen {d'be ona
7. of those 'who'hold an' officé underi:this' Stata
©+.. government,.andil:find;upon-this suine page
.2»- of: the journal that:the:genilemanifrm:Bal+
- .. timgre city hus:given: rotice that:He will:in=
7. 7 troduce ag-aniamendmentatithe proper time:
. “tbat every;pereon;continaed in office’by this:
- constitution«shalji1take :and:i pubscribethis
- .~ - same ontlrio:.protect and defend tHe:Union!
.. -of the United - States..:Theigues(ion’ that 1!
..+ nowput:fo:the gentleman fiom!Cetil} fofmy
- " own/enlightenment 'land’. instractivn' upgn’
. 1hisipointis,swhéther-I ath)toiswear: to Sup-'
oo pbretheUniony that! Oui'i!fnth&rs@_ﬁdeit‘oi--ia'
B ‘:'%i;ioﬁ!,lbim reared up.‘and:reconstructedron!
t v 'the:Basis hehus lald:down in:thé. retifarks b
. " had jhst:submittedsio this conventiin' 1 They

oy - arerwidely,.vastlyidifferent: i:11wishi (6 bey

.., ppprightupontthat point. +cF dounot:whnt:to;
Sy fgg?ibmnhip;@hln : biindfold] «if:ferhit wudion o

/.1y Moot PoiiThe!f Uniion. fsis -sugigested by} from: Qecily =il el 4y du e f e 2
R *{lhegga.th‘!aﬁl‘akf'l .~np;_/;¢t$gni£a’§bwfof4;nnyi qtbe‘ﬂk
! matier-than: the{mere:matierrof: Union; it IRy

by ‘Opiniol, "atid". perhaps my ‘opinion’
only; . (Hat that " -Unfon- cih' never be perfect:
again with'a’system ' 'of alavery“existing or
folratéd “anywhere-' within*the iborders - of
the Union.: ‘But that’has nothing.to'do with
the'gentléman’s: oath.  He miay hold - what
dpinfon'abatit thatihe? pleases. - He'lu' oly
tb swesrto dustafnithe Union ‘as 1 will swear
to'8ustain ‘thie ‘Unlon- Without avy regard to
e questibn'iof "slavery-itaelf. It 15 a more
mattei of ‘Opinion whether''dlavery can:exist
fn“ihis country'‘when  united; or: not, ! ‘h{&y’“

it oy

copinlofi'fgithat it/ capnot. > - o
' All the'geiitleman’ is ‘¢nlled -upon to-swear
to Fustdin’ Is the Unjon;! because’ by theword:
4 Union’" is represented the‘nation—betausa’
theflag of - our::country is thie g of  the
‘Union~~bécause . thére‘'is* a“ people  with’
siother flag—a‘rag—displafed éverywhere
arotind!'us;*who* wish"to be recognized ‘s a .
peoplé within-'this ipéople=-it-is because we
cannot €xist a¥'a’people -with “another estab~:
lished ‘nation, ‘with: another flag within us"
—it {92 bécause we' cannot exist as’ 4 people
recaghizing any such ' existence in' our midst
—itisfor that'reason’ that it is-necessary ‘for
every man‘to swearito suppors the Union' of:
the States jn'the'interpretation’ of the words *
1.baveigivén; “meaning ‘thé ' peopls ‘of." the'
United “States ' whose flag' is" the’ stars and
stripes:, [ (}ipﬁqusc‘.~?:‘.ipmm’ptl y.“suppressed’
by,the Presi ent: ] Bt - »‘.“ '_gv,;.), + s .;;.'.iﬂ RS E
“IMr Epstew. o [ will'suggest to thie'gentle-
man froin‘ Cecil-that he hus'not:anawercd my’

{question, - The' gentleman' from - Biltimore

city, from’whom'. he' quoted : thaticelebrated’
simile,:that the' constitution is the tabernacle-!
in!which- rests the [sout-of- ‘the -people; baid "
very traly, the® éther -day in " thid’hall; said"
upon {hé muthority” of the court’ Whith sits -
abovae_ ua]/(the'conrt of ‘appeals) hias sald that'

constitutions “ite differeat. ‘frotn’ were” sta~" -
tutory enattments—thst constititiona'are’ to'’
be:¢onatrited dnd - interpreted in’ the sense o !
meaning ‘which ithe framers of - the-constitn-'
tionritended shioald “beplaced ‘apon ‘thes ;!
in-othe words—=the true:senseito'de givén‘to’
thei'constitution’(was 1the "inteintion ‘of the'
frameks. ot risniirage i ’ o
:1iHere is*th¥ pbint I wish to:submit to the
gentléman frdm -Oecil: ! He' i3 going to'sup-"
port-this*ametidment by his vote, - I *doubt /
not.:*Now:1- desire!tobe: enlighténed 'upon™~ -
the'point, ‘whether, ;wlienl come to'swear to”
this‘gath! I eigli“bd “called upon to support,
‘protect and defendithe Union:suchias it stood °
in’thd ‘past-—buchi‘ns-it wasusder: the consti- -
tution'dur fathers fiutned-in the days of 1776
o whether T-8hall be! required to-support'!
the. Unfonc:as' expounded) by the gentleman’s -
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; Meo P £ thought 1 -did | dnawer'the: !
gentlemdhiahorotighly:.. What- is meant by

-+ thegentleman subscribed:thut diholie swears ! thé-Uniow iso thei Union withont tiny *refer-":
- tessustalorand esupport:itha Uuiotr! aftithe lentetothede bdeimues. The Utiion which thy"
. Biateslullt is aimeraqidstibn:of-opinions--I!gedtlentan arill swedr! {o sugpbrt will bethe?
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