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" bave- had great &ffect; as-bas been: very- ably

. -suggested by séveral géntlemen: here, ‘would
" .'bave had a very excellenteffectif urged-at the

"~ time:was in :1861. ‘Thati was:t
- theigentlemen:should:
“announced these principles and declared. ‘that
_ they. were prepared; to stand 'by them:: That
... was:the time when:in: Washington 'the repre-
. - sentatives of ‘these ideas should . have acted as

- that we,:in: order: to; protect:and - defend:’ this

-+, carty into the future with all-its great history
. - the nation'and the'political form of government
. that have! been! bequeathed ;:to s - byiowy: fac
" . thers,~if it'shall becomé necessary: hereafter,
. inithe prosecution:of-this.wary sud'in defend
. iog.our:firesides-from; the foot'of:thé/invader;-
" andiim order:to béar:aldft:the. flag which was'
. -the:gift of -our:fathera : to,ua}-l-If it:shall'be.
- . come necessary :td sweep ot ‘of ‘existentdev::
| ecy yestige of:the present:written
- of.theland, of iany State or ofiall’the States,"

- I-for ‘'one
-~ ternadive; i ainy
- ~We have s duty toTpe

. If-they-had done'soithen,: I-submit-that-there’
" hasnot been a word nttéred or a sentence quo~

. ted! by eithet:of :the ‘gentlémen, that:Iiwould’
.--not have willingly and joyfually. indorsed” =t:?
- 7-'But study as. yon .will y sit*ih your clobets |
- and.con .over.laws and|constitutions as. you

- the fact that there is a qhiestion overriding all’

- hereoverwhelming every other matter, and that

.. is the question’ of your existence as a - péople.:

- . Have gentleman- of:the|convention forgotten'

- 8o.goon the. beautifnl:illustration of the: gen<

..~ tleman from :Baltimore| city { Mr.’ Stirling )’

. I'do’'not repeat.the words, but the idea I 'shall

. never forget—that the canstitution is but pen,

~ ink and paper; ‘that'itiis, as'it were; the tab-'

.- ernacle that: containg the soul’of ‘the people;-

- . 8nd.ihat as-that:soul, msy:'go- o ‘existing’

- through. all eternity, even‘after the tabérnacle

. shall have passed away|forever, 0. may- this

.- pedple-exist.wlien' every trace: of' ths' present

- canstitution " shall have been: scattered to'the’

" winds, when there shall be no moreof thieold:

. -bill 1of rights;: the present :one-we) are: now

‘making, when no vestige shall remain’ ‘of the'

.- words, when: no Vestige!:shall remain'- of:the

. - present wrillen form- of | government, ‘handed:

..~ down:to us by our:fiithers; that even at:thut

. day we way still éxist:as:a people; i1 kil
-~ 5 T'put it to'these gentlemen; whoi are:

- . stantly prating:aboub thé (constitation—1I ‘re=

" vere(that instruinent as mirch-as anyof thess.

‘..gentlemen; 'but thersig/anothér audd highér

- - question .‘in'hth_e:;ﬁihttel??—wifch“finmt_iii!f.'~flhﬂ

- thexwritten! fornd ‘of :gbvernment. : But:We
.- bave .another duty té'perforin which we slionld
oty i the conten

proper time. - But thdt time’has Easée_d!‘;n’l‘-hﬁt
tiwas:the :timeiwhen
ve'come forward and:

they profess that they-are willing to.actto-day.:

way:; ;you cannot as reasonable men’ overlook'

other questions, that there is a'matter involved'

le.:

~éohi

same time be noticed-—if it shall:come fo pass

people, ir order to' preservé our exiatencs, and:

parchments
perfectly. willioz to: takethat ol

afsi 1 peonE e g v e sleed

formin'‘gustaining’

tion/ of 'our‘duty-in that:
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iti'ii-eéti'or::;i'iittex“lf,—fdi'géq as'
my judgment,:are” constantly' deing. - -/

~"Why then is it that we’require of persons.
‘whd'profess to be citizens' of- tlie State of Ma-

ryland’that they-shall'malté known to'us'and
‘to'the world: that they are -oni plir side'in’this -

‘matter?:/ Not becduse it is ur'side; or becaiiseg
‘we happen''to -be-upon! thigside; butbécinge
it'ia'a-question’of the existenice or destruction
‘of ‘this nation’as’d’ people ;' hiécanse ‘of the mé= -
cessity of muintaining and ‘carryisg’ to'All the
lands of the ‘earth- that emblem of our natibn-
‘ality-—the flag of out ¢ountry.' Itis'becausq We
‘have these high aftns in viéw,'that we mustin
T(slpitg of every othier-‘considerationi; kiiow and _
etermiod who -‘are dur - enemies,’ at iomé ag,

‘well as‘abroad, without arms as well-as with -
them: © fodi it il e it cine

than the open enemy in the field, becanse you

-never know where to find “hjm. " Nine-tenthg

s th gentlerhen; in

-* It'ias been ably suggested here that ballots .
‘at‘home may do s a'thousand fold more fn& -~
jutythan’ bullets ‘in” the-hands'of our ene- .~ = -
‘mies) for/the very reasod that the enemy who
:covertly'acts at home is far’ niore ‘dangerods

of-the'men who ‘at heart are- ¥ébels, are out-

‘wardly - Unidn' " men.”' I do not:charge thig
upon’any ‘obe;who'does not see fit to take'if.’ .
‘But T know and I say that the principal daii=" - .
ger we have' to - dread ' from/the ;ballots ‘at .

‘home .j8 because -we : cantiot ‘tell ‘under jthe’
present system * who' are ‘loyal nien and who'

are rébels'dt home. This is‘one 'of the ways .

to ascertain. «*1f a ‘man-is'not:a‘rebel; if he’

is not one of the énemies of -his‘country, if* -
‘he is at heart in favor of sustaining our‘ma- :
tion as ' nation,; it is:no “hardship to him-as.
it is no hardship: to me; to' take' the oath of . .
allegiance: .~ It- is"no hardship to‘those who'
are-truly’ 16yal, but- it is’ necessary  becatise’.

but a’tithe 'of - the  renl: rebela are ‘opénly’ 80, .

while nine-tenths-of them profess to be Union’
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-I'do not-mean to ‘have it 'understosd that®
I-am’in: fivor of abardoning the constitution”’
or the laws in‘order to'sustain’ tha life'of the’ - . -
nation; 8o~ long ag-tliere ja‘the fairitest possi-+ =~ =
bility that theycan bb preserved:” Butlonly:
‘suggest'to gentlemen, supposé’ we Jose every<s'
‘thing'but-the-‘constitation’; ' suppose' wepré=’ -
serva that ‘and lose’everfthing -else besides;” . = -
Bupposs in the course of huran events, with’! - .

the: constitution -cohstantly!‘before' us “and

devastat

sdemsito me] upod «’th'fsﬂfmeétfbﬁ’of-‘-‘v'v_ﬁﬂi’?‘visf’

‘are incorporating:frito “thid ‘constitstion:’ VIf-*

'misinoerPieletT;"in-'th&‘midsﬁ_éfiw'a’rfsih'd’-{the’*’«_ L
dev on‘of the counfry; it'shdiild‘so'hdpt’ -
peai‘thutiwe’should be left' with fgthiog but! .
aiconstitution, :with" the ‘pébple”as a pedpld’
destréyed'( will: yout-go before'ithe couft of .
‘highHeaven'withthat- pisceiof prrchindent® . -
‘and! plead for Ppardon iwhen'-the'intion is'dé-?
stroyed :because the conatitution s gecured?:*
| “1I'might-talld o wesk;/ although Fam dotin . .
favor” of | lungspeechies ; ‘there"have bech'ag” -
‘many thing# eald) -and > wildly ‘gaia) ss 1t -
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