o regard to - the character:,of - the- principlee,

B ‘. reoepuon and.

\

| Kent (Mr.

5 goes. beyond thel

- in, the whole protest -that impeachee the mo-
~ tives of any gentleman upon this floor?, I
-, defy any one to point it out. - There ie noth-
ing there’ but_an. ‘jexpressiorr ‘of opinion ' in

~which regulate the/ action of the house; and

- the opinions of the individual members sign- |

ing that paper, as to the consequences result-
‘ing fromthe ‘adoption of these general meas-
-ures. . If we are to be debarred the privilege
“of ‘expressing; our eentxmente itb this extent,
I would not give one. farthing .for the rem-
‘pant. tbat vyonld be left of- the liberty of
epeech

Irepeat agein, that paper hae been oan~
tlooely ‘drawn, to avoid -reflecting upon’ any
. one member of this body,.or all of the mem-
-bera of this'body.. We differ in our opinion, I
- have no right, to. doubt, with as ‘much bon-
" esty on the part of. the mejonty as on the
part of, the mmornty. We' dxﬂ'er.\ That " dif-|

erence is.stated,: 'I‘he majority ‘have stated |
‘of this character upon
is_an argument. which, under: the ' cm.um- -
stances, we have no pnvllege of answering. R
Many of the gentlemen who have' signed this

- their opinion in; the form of resolntione We
- gtate our dlﬁ'erxng opmxon in the form of a
_protest. . And 1. am astonished that:the gen-
-tleman’ from Cecil. (Mr., Scott), can- meke an
menlt 10 arise from such a proceedxng, et
| Mr, ScaLzy. . The qneetron being upon, the
placxn .upon ;the onrnal of
- this offensive protest, withdrew: the motion
‘o lay. upon ., ‘the jtable. ' I have . .used . the
worde 4 offensive); proteet " and’in reply.
" tg. my friend lrom Baltimore ‘county . (Mr.
Bndgely,) I would: say ’that -offence -and
xnanlt may: ‘be ;conveyed -as ‘well “in “acts
Lin: lan uage, : _ The : gentleman _from
embere) wants to, know what
~ insultor offence. this proposed . protest con-
veys. : Heasks.for one offensive word in it..
* Iwill not refer him to .the word. ' Thereis
mnch in'it, and in-the whole tenor of it, that
‘canveys ¢ otfenoe and, ingult to this body T
- pok-upon:the whole of it as not 'only offen<

- giye to this body, but as aq argument agarnet

the federal government, ‘meant, to -bave 1te

. effect .
s .'Now what is’ the object of entering thie

protest upon the journal ?. Is'it to assure the
- liberty. 0 epeech to the gentleman from Kent,
“and.the minority with whom heacts? Haye
they been ‘debarred ‘any liberty. of speech?.
" Have they. been debarred any‘response to the

* aclion of this'bouse? ; Look at. the reports of

- your debates; I, venture ‘1o ‘say |they. tee
, with, argnmente ‘upon ' their eide. Look at
our -journal ;- were they- denied’. the. privi-
lege of expreeem . their opinionof .thgse res-.
‘olntione ,when' they’, were. up?. Have they.
| noty by yeae ‘andn  nays, entered their reeponee,
* their, roteetagamet them? ',
,L,.And is;this _sim ﬁnya roteet? No, eir jt
itd and purview of & pro-
.+ feat, intp, prgument aiid. ‘denunciation. - The
- gentleman says it is cautiously drawn, Aye;.
nd lnaidioneln too, permit me 10, add. SR,

‘journal.

‘this " convention. .
they would have had the privilege ofentering . -
‘their proteat by voting.

-were |before the: ‘couvention, '
‘have-been here, and should have voted. - L
gy " Those who were here and who did’ vote,‘ .
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tem of despohem?, Ie there any expresexon.

Mr. anerne. ,
term thun apy ‘used in the peper. .

Mr. Somay, . What is”its ob;ectl' I8 lt, :

werely to, proteet against (the action of this -
‘body ? If that be its anly object, bas not that -~

‘object, been siready accomplished upon the
journal of debates of this’ body ?: No, sir; it
has another object. I can:only tell xnferen-
tially what :that. object is; not knownnt: the - -

secret purposes of. either the gentleman who .
prepared :the paper, or the gentlemen who

havo eigned it.. I can only deduce its object
inferentially. - Its objeet is - to. keep up’ a pro-

longed agitation in-this Stnte, its object is'to. |

denounce the action of .this convention, the
recommendatlonof thia convention; ite oluect L
is to aim 'a blow at the- government -of this"

country, to which we have professed a8 su-

preme allegiance, .'And 80 believing, T sball
vote ageinet ita: belng ..recorded npon the
Mr.. Ptmn. Tbe one oh;ectxon more tban'- ”
any.other that T'have to puttitg an argument -
e journal is, that it

protest “were not in their places, . as ‘they
should have been, at the time these resolu- .

,tlona were -offered for ‘the consideration of =
If they had beéen here,

‘But since -they
‘were ‘not ‘here, they now. come: forward and. .
ask to- have, their’ reasons éntered upon the
journal. , If that prmlege ‘is granted, then. -

they will ‘have an advantage over many of .
us, becanse any of the majority who.were 0

unfortunate as to be absent at the time when
wo could have' entered upon the Jonrnal our.

approval by voting for . these resolutions, .
have bot been allowed the. privilege whichis".
now asked to be extended’ to: séveral of the =
gentlemen who have signed this protest, who'

were .not” here- at the time these questions

have reoeived all ‘they could ask of this con- -

vention, in my judgment, all that it was ex~ -

pected ‘at ‘that time any | member of the con- -
vention wanted.  This was sapposed ‘to be
ona of those Bubjects that it 'was not expected : -

or intended should be a subject of debate,  It' *

ocourred' to the majority.of this. body, that-

these- subjects -were of. that’ character npo S
‘which it was necessary. to give an immed te B
.expression. of the opinion of this convention';' .

and sabjects upon which it was not neeeeeery

at' all -to -waste time ia; debate; that an ex-’ S

pression of _opinion 3 wae to be given pro or
oon ‘right'at once, -, .
ﬂnny of these gentlemen were not- here at .

the time; they now come forward ‘and waat.

n the’ reoord But how'

ta pnt themselvea,n o
membera of the body- .

doee that aﬁ‘ect 0

That is a more oﬂ'eneivo o

They . ehouldj .




