", yords/ $1,600, per annum,!;

Ty
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© Mr. Stmuxa. 1 cannot agre - that  the

- ‘Jegislature should be restricted in this respect.

There is.no rensoir why the. |ibrarian, if they

" think proper, should, not have- an assistant;

~ The constitution : i3 .intended. to lnst. many

- years: .1 teke It for granted. that i3 the
" theory. at.lenst. . Nobody ‘knows . what the
. librury miy, become.’| It may ‘be.increased
50,000 'volimes, pnd one man may not be
t_lbie to,atiend to ft. - You might put the con-
struction upon it that he must.make his fires,.
- -and’ perform : such ‘menial. offices, There ig
not a library, apywhere in which the ~chief

.- officer s expected to do everything; to.go"up
‘" to the top shelves: and" get down the books
_ 'mecessary, -for , iostance. ;' Thére is. almost
. everywhere an-assistant, .0 - pi
- T rose for the purpose of offering an amend-

‘ment, which'I-do not intend to debate. : The
" couvention may‘adopt it, or reject it, ag-they

- choose.; It ‘seemg.lo me there is no reason
. on'the fuce.of the earib, why. the salary’of

“the librarian should be fixed by the organic
law, of the State, ' If lit_hus; anything to.do

~ with the fundamenlal  principles of. our gov-
_ ernment, I'should like to have it pointed out.

- - The prictice of fixing salaries in’ the .consti--
- tution |is_unknown everywhere else:in’ the
0V , The constitution. of Maryland pre-
. sents the singulnr spectacle of. fixing . the
- salary of every officerin the fundamental law,
~as if it/dever ought to be increased or dimin-
d. | The whole question of the compensa-
_ n of) the librarian ‘depends . upon, circum-
" stauces. ", 1 think he. does not receive huy
- more than; he .is. entitled ;to , receive. . Iam
- I:erfect‘ly'w_illring 1o leave it-to the legislature..
“am perfecily well, satisfied. {rom what 1

know [of .the legislature that-they. are nat.

going to pay too much. - The greatest diffi-
culty I evér found. about, the legislature was
~_to,get ithem fo. do anything for the library.

- My amendment is. to_strike out the words,

{'Hia galary shall be $1,500 per:annum;’’ and

_to iosert in the last line, after the word
¢ duties,’’ the words;*and receive such-com-
Cpensation o e
-, Mr, Betr.: I shall vote for the amendment of
& gentleman from, Baltimore city (Mr. Stir-

.- Jing) with great pleasure. ;. Merely to indicate
“how our idens had run together, ;1. will, read

" an amendment which 1 had, drawn, und bad-

propased to_offer. . It was. to_strike  out the

" guch amount. ag may be :prescribed by the
¢ Jegistature.”. 1shall vote fer the amendment
~ “proposed. by the gentleman; from Baitimore.

. e Mr.Stiauine, There may be some doubt

" whether.the word ‘‘law!? will ‘cover, provis-

LS B .

- - jonsof the existing constitution, and [ will

" therefore make an_addition: to. my; amend-
: fment.t?to,-g&d,a_t‘the;.end of ithe section - the.

. _yrords;. ‘4ot by the existing _constitution.” !

. Mr} VALLidNT: | bavea proposition which:

1_will submit. to the  consideration:.of the
B genheman from Baltimore county (Mr.. King)

" The PRESIDBNT ¢

. Mr. DanigL resnmed,

aod ;to insert

and.it does seem to.

and-the gentleman from Baltimore .»cif.tx-glfr-
Stirling.) It is fo strike ‘out *'his salary .
shall be $1,500 per annum,’’:and.insert, ‘! the
salary, of the, presént’ incumbent. shpﬁ be .

$1,600, beginning August.1,; 1864, to- cons " - N

tinue uatil the close of  his..present - term .o
office; . Thereafter . beither he nor his’ suc-

cessors shall .receive’more than -
. The PresinnT. , The chalr, dc

fose that the: present constitution, will b¢
adopted by August 1,1864.; 0, - ©
*Mr. VALUANT.  When, it is, adopted - the
increased salary will b om that time
" Mr. Darign.. 1f ‘we had not fixed and
were not -fixing..the salary. of. almost every

other officer in the conatitution, I might fatoer - o

the proposition.of the gentleman: from Balti- .
more tity, .But we are fixing  the:salary of
almost every other officer., :We fix the ‘sald
ries of all ‘thb . judges - We have fixed the

Balary of gearly- every other. officer who:is ¢
pamed in . the’ cooatitution. ...In adopting
this, we should- be violating the-precedent =
‘of the other constitution which fixed. those .

salaries, ™ 0 Ll maRilo il
" Mr. Smruixg - (interposing.). 1f my: cols -
league will allow me, [.will try to get rid of -
a difficulty. which'suggests. itself, that. if.the -

.

old constitution. is abolisted. there will bemo -~

galary provided for the librarian. - T will -
modify the last sentence g0 as..t0 read, ‘ he
shall perform such duties, and receive such
compenaation. a8 aranow. paid.dr Préscrib’ed,’ '
or may hereafter be prescribed by aw,? oo
. Of course ‘he. getsthe
salary of .the. present: tonstitution until the
new one is adopted. - "¢ gl e

2o Mre BTIRLING. Bn_ppos'efﬂ'iﬂe;'z'islaiure-doés

not.make any ptovision.: ‘He: riust get what -
he now gets until the'législature make & pros
vision. . ;My,.nmendment : will cover: that, be-
cauge the approprittion. bills fix-what hegets. '
« T'was.saying that 1 .

o

striking out this salary. alone,. and leaving -

the salary.of every other officer in the cons R

"I kave: not -heard &

gtitution . untouchied. -

‘proposition “gmnnatin‘g:frbm_' anyhody,."to
stri] e out the salaries..of ‘the. judges orvof -
other officers,. from thq constitution.,, Hiyou . -

strike;it out. the lézislature, Tonst meet: the
questioh and determine it, and it mmy. aatwelk

‘be determined by this .body. - It was deter- -
in our previous constitation; and why =
ghall we alter in, this “particular respect, and ’
the .gentleman . ..

mined

strike this out merely because ‘
says it is filling up the- constitution with:’

too much partial, legistation.: - It takes yery .

few worda to say that he_shall have 81,6805
nd.it do e ;$hat" this : correction:.
ought'to have commenced in other quarters

and, about: other;, things. - Jt-would “have .

been far more appropriate,if we had left out - ’

a., great ,deal of -other paitial legislation,.
rather thaa this: amount which I-think.we. -

[

cessoss shall recetve'more thaii $1,000, the
amount to be fixed by the general agsembly.’: -
The chair, does not_Bup- "~ _

#ill begin from that time. .-

cauld not ses what reason there could be for- -




