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"~ The amendment was rejected, - . = -

~ information upon't
"As the .constitution’ now stands, provision

.. - Mr. MorGAN moved to strike out the word
. .teighteen * ‘and insert the word * fifieen ;"
~-80 that the 81lary of the commissioner of  the

-Jand office should be $1,600 & year, . -
.- Upon this question Mr. Morcan asked for

I ‘th'er Eeus and nuys, and they .were ordered. - -

e question was then taken, by yeas and
nays, ‘and- resulted—yeas 18, .nays 47—as
follows: .- v -l LT

-+ Yeas—~Messrs, .A'x;hixn, ' Bon d, Bii‘sc“b'e,
Brown, Dennis, Gale, Horgey, Johnson, Lee,

Marbury, Morgan, . Parker, Parran, Turner,
Wickf_ﬂ‘d. W“mer—leu sal ' L

-+ Nuya—Megsrs. Goldsborough, President;.

- -Abbott,-Audoun, Baker, Blockiston, Carter,

- Chambers, .-Cunningham, " Cushing,” Daniel,

~ Davis, of Washington, Dellinger, Earle, Eck-:

.- - er) Farrow, :.Greene; Harwood, Hebb, Hop-.

.. kins, Hopper, Jones, of Qecil, yKeefor,: Ken-
.. .nard, King, - Lansdale,. Markey, -Mcb

“Miller, - Mullikin, - Murray, . Negley, : Peter,

-'Pugh,” Purnell, Robinette,. Russell, Sands,.

- Schley, Smith, of Carroll; Smith, of Worces-'

omas,

ter, - Soeary,  Stirling, Stockbridge, Swope,

o Sykes, Valliant, Wooden—47. i -

"~ . The amendment was accordingly viéjediéé;
- Mr, Kiva- moved to.strike out .the_ -word

~.: Mr. . Hgss. . The provision in.the pld'- ,Eéhé

stitution makes.no provision foria new elec-
tion. - ‘The question arose afier the first term

expired ;, and althou. h there was no provis-

ion made to elect another, yet there was .one

~nominated and elected. I move to amend by
_ - Inserting-in : line - three, after -the. wqrds, .
- ‘'sixty-nine,"”the words, ' und onthe same

day in every sixth:year thereafter.’” . ..

. .. The amendment was agreed.to, . . . = .
- ... Mr, DaNIEL moved to inseft in line ‘eleven,
- after the word * office,’’ the words * or‘such
‘a8 may hereafter be. prescribed by law,” . . .

- ..; The amendment was agreed to.. - .. .

.- Mr. Briscor. . I 'move to strike. out . the

- “whole of i-the ‘second section; and I submit

the motion for-the E“*’POBP of eliciting some
e.necessity for this office.

is made for a commissioner of. the-land office;

© | ‘This: consiitution. waa adopted. in - 1850;
i * Subsequent to that “time, -the _legislature of
. this State, under a law termed the’ riparian

bill, has'diminished the revenues of that office

. tosuch.an extent, I believe, as to make .them

" no longer. sufficient  to -support - this: officer.

- i Lknow that"\the ‘present .incumbent of the
.7 office was.elected. under, the . impression..that
° " thefees of the office. wculd be sufficient to
"~ support-and sustain him. -'In consequence. of

the passage of the .riparian.bill prohibiting

- theig:uing of warranta for. taking up lands on.
.- - the,banks of naviguble waters: in. the State,
-~ - the fres of ‘the office were g0 much dirninished
- " that they; were nut sufficient to sustain:-him,
' - The -legislature, -to - give . him: the support

.- which the passuge of that bill-bad taken from

him, 'cfofhéﬂ bim with the ti_utfes‘oi‘keebet\of_ S

the chancery recordsin the city of Annapolis, -
and niso attached to his income ;that salary. -
Asone of thelegislature I voted for that bill
last winter under the impression that it was
nothing more than-due to him: and due to

his’ position, “and_ the circumstances under '

‘which he took the office, that he should have
additional compensation’ for his cervices in
order to.-keephim, - .~ . oo L
.’ The clause relating to his salary'isT think
a ‘departure from the ordinary and sound rule
corcerning public offices, It gives him a .

salary instead of -allowing his ‘supportto be -

derived from the fees incident to his office,
On thit ground I'should object to the adop-
tion of thissection. I think-that itis a bad
principlein all offices, which are. dependent

upon fees. ‘The general rule should be to .

K

have the fees paid to the. officer ' instead of

being paid into the treasury. = . -

- Now, the question . i5: What renso,dih'av_o' S

v

we for incorporating this section to create.

forever an’ office with ‘A salary ‘of $1,800 a - o
year, .accompanied by the  performunce of . .-

certain.duties for fees, ns keeper of the chan. .
cery record nnd as commissioner of the land

|office? "Thefactis' admitied that by renson .
of “the" legislation of the -State, pass-d, I - -

telieve, some _two or threa.years "‘ago, the’
duties of the commissioner,of the land office:
have  been 'immenstrably diminished. = We
know véry ‘well that thg only duties he: hag

to perform now, asan ordinary thing, in'the *

Mund office, areto issue his.warrants to “take -
up some vacant lands in. Alleginy or the
western part of the State.-- These applications -

come'in’ very few and far between, . So:fir -
| then as the absolute necessity of Keeping up

that office at a salary and auw expense, I deny.
that there is any ‘neces ity fur it'at this. time, -
-1 should like to'inguire of some gentleman ™
of the convention' who is' conversant . with'

‘his duties 'as keeper of the chauncery records,

what are the duties imposed upon ‘him ' for .
which we propose to - give him thig salary?’

Is there-a necessity for: it? If there i+ ‘auy -
occasion for guch an officer, I am willing that
he should receive a fuir remuneration for his'
services, - Perhaps the gentlemun fr.m Adane
Arundel (Mr. Miller)' can tell -us ‘what are’
the duties now required of the: keeper of the - -

chancery-record, and if the duties necessarily. -~ =
required of that officer are such as wounld - -

Justify us.in giving this salary. > @ - = 0
~;vWithout this-information 1 cannot vote for. -

the gection as it now stands. - :I.wish to learn -
if:it is. the. cage :that the duties' connected:. .-

‘with these;two offices are merely- nomioal at

this time, 8o a8 not to justify us in establish~ '

ing a salary of $1,600,  $1,800, or even ~ . |
$1,000, " We-all :know very. well that ‘the: - -

court of ichancery his been abolished for the

luat ten years in ‘the State of Marylaud, -Is ; s

it not & mere; miatter of form to have an offi-’ °
egr_ip"ghe"?:ity; of. Annapolis, to-go ‘once or




