" section..

<. ayes 32,/ noes;14—it wns ndopted, .. - . .-

© - tion.

.7 amendment he suggests,
it may, be necessary. 10.say that this board

. . R
.

i

made; but upon the 'au.égw‘t.i-o‘t.i of. the gen-
- tlemau trom Frederick (Mr. Schley) I changed

* it 8o a8 1o insert the words before ** shall'ex-

ercise & diligent,” &c. . -But there seems Lo

o be such.a _diversity -of opinion, I thiok the

- amendment better.come . in-ut the.end of .the
" Mr. Poas: - T want to have all three in the
boaid, und not less.than that number. -

.. The. question’, being".then taken upon the

~amendment - of Mr. Hess, upon_a_division—:
~ - Mr. MiLeg, -- I would suggest a change .in

the firat part 'of thé sectjon, 80 that it shall
read that .these offivers . ‘* shull _constitute a
bouard ' of ‘public works,” 'instead of . *‘the
" board-of pu lic works.”' The gentleman from
- Frederick (Mr. Schley) bas said that accord-

" - ing to'legal opinion there isno existing board

of :public works in this State.” ..~ . - - ¢ .
“Mr. ScaLey. - The definite article * the’-is
- -used here becauss the section refers to.a defi-
Copite boarde LT o e
~ .. Mr; Minexs. ; I do not submit .any amend--
ment' ! B \ . . - . . B ot . "
-« Mr. Brisoog. . By the adoption of -this sec-
- . .tion"a new board of pullic. works will be
_- -conatituted. : - The present commissioners of
‘public. works haye been clothed with certain
- powers by -legislative.action, :; I would. sug-
~ gest the amendiog the firat part of this section
“gothatit willread:s -:vo o7
. #The, governor, the .comptroller -of .the
- treasury and the treasurer, shall constitute the

" board of: public. works, - clothed "with-such

. powers'as are now exercised by, the pregent:
’ g‘ommis_lsionem of public works in this State,”’
-~ -1 would suggest some change to thal effect.
-This i3 a new board, and the phraseology of
‘the  section clothes it with certain  definite
owers; powers which I think the committee
: ve takun from the_present constitution in
- reference to the present commissioners- of

o public works.  :But as the legislature by sub-

~ sequent action has imposed certain dutiesand
powers -upon the. present commissionera of
. public wo:ks, it might be necessary to insert

- .- some -¢lause; of the, kind.1 have soggested.
" There. might be some-misconstruction, if this
-pection..be left - to. stand ‘a3 it now reads;

. There wasan.act in 1852 clothing this board

. of public works . with cerfain .independent:

- powers, and requiringicertain duties; it-may

be putling certain restrictions upon their ac+
_ ‘there i3 no reference whatever in
- -this section to the. power .exercised :by: the
: Pxesen;:.comm,issioner‘a‘of public works under

-~ . legisiative authority, if that desigoation is

~ - not mdé,:it wonld ba. left to the subsequent
. legislutures to do that work over again,,. ...

-1 Mr. SyruNG,; - L.think :if.the gentlemap
. will Jook to-.tbe. close.of ;the, section he ‘will
" pee . that, that.is the proper place .for the

To. make it clear,

|
.~_i ‘A’ -
!

shall exercise any. pb'weré which the legisla- -

ture has conferred upoa the existing-bourd of
comnmissioners of public works. - .-~ ¢ -
- Mr. Brigoos, - That is all-that I desire; -~~~
. Mr,Danign. Ldo notknow whether it will -

be right tosny that this board shall ‘have the
#ame powers. as the present’ commissioners
exerclse. - < LT i e

'Mr.'S'rmt.mG; Idonot know but the criti-

cism of my colleague (Mr. Daniel) is a proper

_criticism. - It may be that it.will be wiser to

leave it out. . I do not know whether what
is in_the codeis wise or not.. [After a pause.] .
I-am happy to: inform the convention: that
there is-no legislation on the-subject, except -
a proviso. that they shall receive $200 each -

per annum; which is obviated by thia section. = °
~. Mr.-MILLER.. ‘Thelegisiation subsequeat to

the code mny.affect thematter, ..+ - o
+Mr Stinuing, - I-am pretty certain there is -

‘no subsequent legislativn upon the subject.

. Mr. MiLLER. - . While: this matier is under
consideration, I ' would "call“the attention of.
the convention to :the portion of this section

authorizing this board. .of public: works to

.appoint ‘the directors in - every railrond or.

canal company. in which the State has the
legal power 1o appoint directors.  Now, it
may he that this convention may determine
that these works of internal improvemeht;:or

some. of them, may be sold or" dispozed of, :

And instead of saying - *“in which the:State

has the:legal power to -appoint,’’ 1 would =

suggest the eaying ‘in which the State may -
have the legal power to appoint,” &c.": - :
. Mr. ScaLey. I will move to amend by. in= -
serting the words ‘“have been, or;'* that - will

cover: the whole ground. - It will then read .

“‘perform such other duties as have been or
may-be hereafier prescribed by law.” - 1.do
not recollect any new duty that has been de- -

volved upon them by the act of general assem= . - -

bly-referred: to; -but if there has-been, this. -
amendment will cover it.. ..o L oo
< Mr, DaNigL. “There does'not appear to have -

‘been any legislation at all upon tkis subject;

I was on this committee; and X think it was

talked over in the commiltee.  There were . - .

some dutjes. required of that board'of com- .~

_missioners, whethjer prescribed by themselves

or not, I..do not know; such as:travelling
nbout and meeting: at different places. :The.
committee thought-that certainly-ought not .
to be required of the present board.: There-

‘fore, if there:is-.any- legislation tending in -
‘that direction, it onght xos; to be-imposed

upon this-board. -If there has been:none,
then thisgamendment is not necessary.: I think’

we better leave.the section.ag it is, a8 it.is

suffcient}y explicit. to- define ‘the: duties de- -
volved npon this new bonrd. .+ .. - .
_,Mr.;Boxp.. [ move to insert after the words
“and. ﬁerformfsuch.qther duties as,’’ nearthe -
close. of ‘the gectivn, the words ‘*have been
u’se,ci«‘gndv,~pmcticgd'_ by the existing - bodrd,
OB s ey e e




