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" we:were met by t !

. threghold: with . this declaration. of -indepen~

. dence: **We hold these- trutha, to--be. self-
- evident, that all. men are created equal ; that
~ they..are.;endowed . by, - their. Creator. with

1
|

matter before us..,.1 am: prepared: to yote for:

‘that which, | believe best does.aubsatantial jus-.

tice,;because I have found impracticable; and.

" impogsiblé that which. I, believa.to be.ths |
- sium .Abulﬂ,‘ﬁnd'}l “'h‘all;FO: vote Ol\‘:thh""oec&-_,
on‘-‘,".__.., S Y i i

t

* " Mr. Patas. T had not intended. to discuss.
" this.question at all, but 'was rather .inclined:

to listen to other.gentlemen,;and :get that.

_information which I need, for really thia is:
& gubject to which I had paid but little atten-

uontr R R S P VN L SRR U | T
-~ But there has been one thing in.the:discus-.

- gion.of this matter which:hes farcibly, strack

_mp..-.That,was the lack of - consistency.in the
.- mpjority of thig honse intheir action ‘in.the:
- praogress . of .events. as we have pinsced. along:
. through the last three months. - The gentle-.

wan, from- Baltimore ¢ity: (Mx.:Stockbridge)
has told us.that redlly .he' could ;got :tell:

“whether he was a.congevative or a- radical—
- and I.must say that from_his action .here.it.
: .wouldbe.ettunlly,dimc 1t -for  this house..to:
_ detgriaine w

ether he was & radical or & con-.
gervative, .. s .. i".” Sl e
. In he discussion of the subject here whether.
the slaves in ‘Mnr{ln'n,d should befreed or nat,.
atsame gentleman upon the

certain inalienable rights, and among- those.

~ armlife, liberty, and the pursuitof happiness;"|
_ ¢‘and that to-secure those righta governments.

are instituted among men, deriving their-just:
owers-from' the..consent. -of -the governed.'"

Now, if we are to adopt the principle asserted.
in'the argument. upou the subject of :slavery,’

then L ask the gentleman are slaves not. ta be
governed at _all now.-that they are set: free?.

“Does be:propose that in, this State. they shall:

. -congtitute & race, to'themselves, and shall.
. meither be governed nor have any-word or
‘aay.in the. formation -of the government of

- this8tate? . .., ¢ Lo et
- :Now, sir,. I like consistency in évery man.

" Had I voted in this hquse ta free. the slaves

. afi Maryland, I unhesitatingly. say I:would:
- haye openly.advocated /tha doctrine. upon tbis..
+ floox; that . ther. should - hava :every right as
‘freemen . that whites now exercise.,: I do-.not

hesitate to-announce-that principle. . I-would

- nat say:they. were the equals.of white men; and | 8
than say.that the declaration of independence,.

- which gave to.the white;man.;hia_*righta,"ﬂ
- not.equally.apply::to .the.: hlack ;man. -But

id:
believing,.8s I-do, thatithey were better.off in:

' their.position a3 slaves, I voted; to let-them

there.remain. :: But:I unbesitatingly:say that
- those gentlemen fear the consequences of spch,
-“@.coutse.; :Not that such:a’course isinconais-

tens;, not that such a couree would not:carry:

** aut their principles.as they, as honest: men,

“best to do @bsta'nﬁm-gps;iee t0.all the people
* and.all the intereats of the Stato;_ . That.is the

Y

Maryland. That: ia the  reason why they:
‘have not been cousistent in all their action
‘why the alave counties:should not have repre-.
sentation according to their’entire populas
tiop.?;,.The  simple excuse. was thut slaves.

means representition by an agent selected by
the person represented, and that it should be

‘more, and, whers does, she stand ? . Take the
'lusgr\eiecﬁon,‘as the basis, and what will be her
‘representation? -1 have no objection to that.
T cheerfully accord that. bagis to, him, and at

the :slave; counties will. cbnsent that their

population. . . .. .. ‘

- Buthesays the blacks are not fit to vote be-
‘cause thay have been slaves ; or, to.use hisown
‘language, because they. have i)ee subjected.

‘What does he say to the foreigner? He. has

Inot . been & slase; but in the majority of

cases, he has been, to use his own lunguage
again, a subject—the subject of some king ar-
tentale. He . cp';%u_-,,hqre - ignorant, uf-
earned.in our.inatit

‘about them, ; Aye, {n.nine cases out of ten,
T will say thut he ‘lznowa less of our institn-
tions than, our negroes. Yet he must be rep-
resented ip our population, - .

and children, who dre non-voters, should - be
represented; is becauge.that, take the State at
large, they.are abont equally diffused tbrough
it. ..Now. I.hold that this principle does,
not canstitute the true basis of representation
-at all.’ The sound basis upon which we.
should act is thia : that the persons whoare to

the legislative halls are the persons to be rep-
resented. .. I.hold tlfat every. man, according
‘to, the laws of, this lknd, be he slave or be he,

dresged. by sufficient legislation, if -they need
it Suppose there have been Wrongs-perpe-
trated , upon these, slaved by their masters;
thagentleman from Bajtimorecity (Mr. 81ock-
‘bridge),, will. hardly:go down .into the slave

uppose:they Jabor,under some gifficultiea
for,which: they..wonld ek, Tedress from the
legialature here sssembled. | Will the gentle-
‘man from Baltimore city go all the way.down
into these slave counties and inguire whatare
the.wrongs-which tHey labor.under, and what
remedieg, or. what legi:lation: they .need? I

humbly gpprehend hot ; Iapprehend that he

‘slave owners are perfeuk brutes, men withont

o
i

.eho_ulldji cai'ry them. o‘utf but they fear the. <
effect. of such a .course.upon the people of .

Now,:whé't'fékch's‘;e':'a:id ‘the gentlemaﬁ offer
conid ‘not _vote ;. that representation truly .

governed by the voting population. Let the,
| gentleman apply-tbat rule to tha city of Balti- -

the same time gay that if that basis is adopted -

slaves shall have no representation at all aga,

tions, knowing nothing

The gentleman thén argued why the women ,
‘be governed by ,thﬁam; which are passed in
'fmmani;bqs a right to have his wrongs re- -

counties and. invesugate. whether. they haye _
‘had wrongs.perpetrated.on them on pot.—.

will:come here’ representing’his, conslituents
in.Baltimore, if be comdt all.  And as the




