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" .1681, the same qualifications were required
.. for delegntes-as for: voters; ~and these were
- kept up, 88 to botb, by the eame acts, until
_+the revolution.” " . TR SN

" On page 466 is the followirig : . .|~

- . 7" %Until 1650, the delcgnités wers elected for
. “"hundreds or settlements; and the warrant

- .- for each assembly specified 'thie nuiber to be’

- ! elected for ench -hundred. Therewas no reg-

ular’ delegate system béfore this period, und:

- perhaps this arose from "the existence of the

- .. right then generally conceded to the freemen’

"ot appearing in the assembly in person or by

. .proxy. “1t -was not until 1659, ‘when. the

.. lower houge was made to consiét only of dele-

. gates, that its organization became regular.

At the -session .ot 1659, four delegates were

. ‘called from (ach county , and :from this pe-

- riod until 1681, with oneexception,.the sutn-’

* * mons permitted: the election of two, three or
*four delegates in each, at -the’ option of ita’

" - people..- In the latter year-the number was

- “reduced to two:.by ' the: proprietary’'s ordin-

.. "' ance; but in ‘1692, after the:establishment of

- _¢* the'royal government, the constitution of the

.. -lowér house was. regulated by law, and four

_ *~'delegntes were again allotted to each county.

"~ The right of - representation’thus:established-

* uponithe basis of equality amongst the coun-

- ties existed -without alteration until the Amer-

- fean revolution.’’ . v v ety

< . They will find by examining this work that

- “the basis of répresentation which was adopted.

- . was, 80 fur a3 Baltimore |city’was cotcerned,:

- - “'no-principleat all;. bntvyas prom;l)’;ed’by the

~: jealousy ‘which existed among the counties

.. against the great city of Baltimore. I do not

- -gea'why those jealousies| shiould -exist. |’ One

< thing is certnin; Baltimore city bas never at-

- tempted to harm'the counties; ""In’ this war,

- - Baltitnore:city has'put her shoulder. to the
““wheel; and voted more men and. more money

. “+for the purpose of suppressing “this rebellion
. . .. than any-other: section|of theiState,: Her
S geoplé,*» tax-ridden as they have-been by:the
" ~‘State and national debt; have steadily poured
" - the ‘money out of ‘her treasury as’ freely as’
_« water for the purpose of furnishing men and’
" money 10’ suppress ‘this rebellion. - And:by:
~ 7" reference 1o the comptroller’s regort, it will
. ' be'perceived that while| Baltimore city hes.
* “-but'{en members out of seventy-four under

~ -"the présent apportionment,: she paya a tax to
" the-amourt of  $321,492, out of ‘a: total tax:

. “for the State: of '$724,456:87 ;- whilst St.

- " Mary!s county, ‘with one-fifth-the representa--
.7 4100 of Baltimore' city pays but ‘$9,028.’ I
-+ Trgay thatthat is unfair. - Still I-am williog for.
" thesake of harmony to receive what has been
" givento'us,'and to vote for this section’ just

- 7' ag it has beén’ amended’ by'the’ convention.
- +U+T'shall vote for my own amendment when'
¢~ it ‘comes up; but when the proposition of :the

. 1 gentlimau from Prince George's (Mr. Clarke)’
"+ * comes up; T'shall vote against fr.:: iy
"'l_li';. MiLzER. ' I:propose to say'a few ‘words
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‘upon this * section " as vvrép‘o'ﬂéd by ' the - com-

ples'adopted ‘in‘this report will'work to‘the - ;

‘a8 the ratio of representation until:the num-

bér of -delegates shall reach: five.'' And then -
the numbéer of delegates is limited to eighty-.
two according to'the report as it came ‘from
the committee, and to seventy-nineas it hag -

‘Yeen sinco'amended. ‘v i

~ Suppose that the white® population of - the
State is assumed as the basis- of representa-
tion. *“Let us look for a moment at'two
‘counties nnd ‘see the injustice-that is done
one of them by the apportionment here es-

one delegate in the house of delegates. ' The
atio of representation for the: people of that
county- is, therefore ' 7,847, - Now - take.-.the

of 1,604, ' ‘She is: allowed two - delegates, ~
‘Thus upon this very basis adopted here, * 257 -
.more population in Caroline than"in 'Kent,

but - one. !Can a - principle which ~operates
‘be thie right pinciple upon: which the  basis -

State? - Caroline county is allowed one dele-
gate for every 3,802 white inbabitants; Kent -

inkinbitants; and St. Mary’s county; the old-
est' county in the State, hasbut' one delegate
for 6,791 white inhabitants. “Now compare
those threé countles togethér; look at ‘the
wenlth of the: condties; lookat the prob- -
able " fature™ of - those ' counties, ‘now - that
slavery s abolished.’ If this priociple was.
fixed for but one;two, or three years, ‘there -
might be lega cause-of complaint for this '
‘discrimination against the wéalthy county of
Kent; in favor of Caroline county,  which
‘ g&yg le3s taxes than "apj"“qmexj' ,county.in the -
mte. yid ,.‘--' ’___..:v; ,"“; ',;_ (:. -‘;‘:( ,7_ ,{, ‘ H W“:,‘-_ LN
“"Aad T will 'show in's moment-that Anne
Atrundel is’ ‘treated 'with' ‘equal - injustice.

all those: counties which™ have hitherto
‘been fargély alaveholding, ‘until the ‘returns. :

ties, with their fortile’lands; and the lndtce-

jon of large estates into smnli'farms, are to

be saddled with this small representation for .~
ten.or twelve ‘years to.come....They will.be .
‘the'first connties to-improve.and: outstrip.the . .
county of Caroline:dnd . the county.oftSom- -
erset, if ‘there is any truth atall. in.this fhe-

‘ory that the abolition: of slavery.is:to drive

‘Taway thenegro population.and induce:white.

immigranits .to "-come -into..those :countjes.

mitteé, and a8 amended upon‘the motion;of
the gentléman ‘from Frederick (Mr.Schley,) - .
to show’ the ‘injustice which the very prinel~ - .~ -

small” counties. , They have assumed ‘5,000

tablished, ' The county- of Kent,' with- a -
‘white population of 7,347, is “éntitled to ‘but =

county of Caroline, with a :white population - -

gives Caroline two delegates, while Kent has -
that injustice as between thnse two' counties, ..

of representation “should be ' fixed in’:this

county has otie delegate ‘for her 7,347 white . .

‘For this_basis is fied upon’Anho’ Arun-
del, Kent, St Mary's, Princé. George's, and . - -

‘of thé next census, which'will'not be for'ten : .
or'twelve years. ‘And yet those rich’ ‘coun- -~

ment for white immigration, and ‘the divie



