- Ifthe State of Marsluod. fajls to, protect . me

~against that government for the loss -of that

- protect its individual citizens in, life, in lib-

~'Now,

- session of their property., A foreign eueny-

~ - property on. our, citizens, : And I would ask

 we have no right to, look fo .the State of

-~ our property..* And if the S
. fails to protect us in thal’ property, and.we
- lose it.for waat. of that protection, then we
~ haveas valid a:claim agajnst the State of
- Maryland for remungration for that property

*. from,i1s our ‘property, .. There .is no disting-

~cases., IT the State, without shadow of Jaw,
- or of right, deprives me of my property, then
_band, the Siate fails to, discharge.its known
~ obligations to mein thd protection of my pro-
~perty, then it is the crime of,amissjon. "There
- .18 ng.difference at all between them. " . . |

- :people?: Why . discriminate "in ‘favor of.n

B‘:xt ‘there- is" no question about, our right to

- Xegal right to thio graia. spd £rops.that graw.
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'+ Now,.a crime of omission, is.as.deeply dyed | on. high_ moral grounds thelr right to pro-

~1£ the government of the State of Maryland
fuils to discharge its duties to.ms as o citizen,

with.turpitude as the ‘crime. of commissign.

meat 28 when it directly violates my, rights.

in my property, . I, bave., just -as, much clajm

perty_jn sjaves. 'On’the one side there is
'a..disp’p,tea. ﬂnéatibh,fon ‘theother side there js

none.’ " Still ‘they say we shall not have onr

- I bave .a3- much claim, against .that govern- losses registered. Now wl;aflt sort of justicé

is'that? | T
-4 hope, if tbig section is to be passed at all,
it will. be passed’ with something of this sort
added'to'fts . - 0 "

Pproperty, .us. when without- the. shadow ,of | ‘" * And provided fiirther, thiit the aforesaid

right or.law it deprives me by a positive act
of that.property. .. ... . T
. In.Inw. the State .of Maryland is, bound to

erty,.and in property,”. We, the individual
citizens, have given up.a portign’of our patus,
ral rights to the State of Maryland, uppa-the
express condition that the State protects s jn
~our lives, our .persons, and, in our.property.
he State of Marylund, has not protected

the people of Washington' county. in the pos:

‘has invaded our svil ; has robbed our. citizens

of their, property ; ‘has perpetrated, the most
‘outrageous. wrongs.both upon: persons and

the gentleman from St. Mary’s (Mr.. Dent, §.if

Marylnad for protection 7 ; What right -has
~the"State of Maryjand .to  claim .allegiance
drom,us, If we caunot look. to, the, State for
protection? - I sdy we have a valid.claim up-
on; the State of Mm:f_hiqd;(ot the protection of

if the State of Maryland

a8 yyhen the State of Maryland: comes direct-

1y or by its agents—1 'do not ‘care by whom’
or,in; what form—and rathlessly. takes away’

ton in morals or in law. between fhis ‘two

At is the.crime of commission ;.if,.on the other

. h : vy

N e . N A RIS "t !
-, 1f gentlemen want to Bave the losses in ne-

.Broes regiatered, ,what reason have, they to
-object to the registration of the losses of. our

gpecies of property which we deny to be pro-

ciy st all? We.deny, that it 1 propinty.
the property of which we have,been deprived
for .yt of  protectian, on .the part of ,ihe
State of Maryland., . Théra it no queslion on
any.hand, not even Opthe part of gentlemen
‘on thy other, sde, :that, there g & 'nigral ghd

;5 &

upog, our soil, t9 the liomses wiid cattle upon:

law, - passed ‘by the legislature as aforesald,
shall apply to all species of property elther
stolen or destroyed by the rebels in their in-
vasion of this State,” P L
Mr. Cuargx. ' I relly will not weary the
house .by .any extended remdrks upon this
‘proposition at this late hour, ' I rise simply
or the purpose of calling the attention of the
house to,the real qnestion involved in this dec-
tion. . A great deal of extraneous matter hag
been introdaced into the debate this morning, .

which. I had no idea whatever this gection -
would -bring before this body. Those ques=
tions, as I'understand them, have been more
or less discussed’ before. The only 'question
raised by the Bection which I proposed was
thiss . .. .. L, . S
‘Slavery ‘was to be abolished. The legisla-
ture was to have .no power to pass any-law
looking "id - any, way to compensating “the
owners of slaves; it was to pass no law.
upon the’ subject. = Hence the' owners of 'this
Fg@pgr{y.’bo‘;fulgl“.pot at the next'séssion of thé
egislature, or' at any succeeding session,
come before tho legislature and make dn
claim or place on record auy proof’ in any
fo;ni?‘i{hict!; the laws would recognize.” What
then’ '._“ "' e d T
_"Thia section wag'introduced. It dods not sa
the gencral government is to compensate. t
doesmoteay the Stale governient is'to com-
pensaté, Itis not, ag the gentleman from Balti-
mdre city (Mr, Stirling) styled it, even an in-
vifation to'the federal government to‘compen=
sate,  If ' any invitation' or request was
made, _that, invitation was made by the gen=
Ueman_ himself, ' who introduced:a gection
saying that the general assenibly shall' have
power to receive from the United Sintes dny
grant or donation of larid, money, or seciiri-
ties, “for "'ay”'putpose ‘designnted by the
United States., My. proposition wad' entirely
independent 'of “ that;  simply ‘providing a
mode of proof by which the evidence of title
to thispeciés of propetty could be preserved § -
nothing mqre, nothing less.| It raiats”no
question’of, compénsation from any source,
Dbing nothing, it does 'not involve the gues-
;1@4‘oﬁ;édxpggnghzioﬁ‘at all, | If that qaés~
tion §s 'ralded ‘At all, 'it is not in this'sectiort.
oNovw 1 wigh {0 dais to'the gentlemitn from.
Waskington'county (Mr. Negley: ) that] hiave
no_objection” to, but will vote for any -pro-
position which e ‘may offer, ih any form in
which 'he “may " deésire, if the laws of this

opy,layms, " end, the 'monéy and " watclies
w8 ,'!mv@;in:‘?m: pockets, ' But. g do dispite

|
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Slate are ndt now suficlent, of'If e has mot




