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" general.of the United States,’'I'

-~ of abplishing'slavery.in the State.” T

c

S

o the  legislature of Mpryland, dirliig st
" " winter, by.the Hon. Mr, Blair,

ostmaster
. Believé" he
‘was sincere ifi'the propositions which he sub-
“mitted. "'He had-been invited to ‘addresd the

* legislature ‘of the State,‘in coinpany with

gome other disti,iguished .gentlemen of 'thao
State; he, however,.being’ the “moat: proui-
nent orator” od the occasion, ‘The object of
‘his speech seemed to ~ be ‘malnly “to’ impreas
‘apon. the'legislature'of the State the necessity
for'the call'of a convention for -,the"ipr.gose‘
' ab , . *-That was'
the barden’of ‘his ‘speech,” that it was’ neces-
giry for the purpose of preserving, ‘strength-
ening and perpetuating:the Uniop sentiment,’
or.what he conceived to bi¢ the Union'sentinicnt

- in'the State. *And he urged it by all the'reas

. -dons he could nssign in favoi~ of*it, which " T

must.confess, L failed, to appreciate a3’ being,
_strong or ‘potent. . I' dd" not ‘knpw whether
thiey weré sufficiently convincing to the inem-
. bers of ‘the legislatiré'to indtce them to pass:

~an act to-call the convention ornot.’ I'‘think

it ‘very, likely that was predetérmined ‘Wpom:
‘Bat in that’ speech, it’ will ;be remembéred,’

_my friend from Princé George's (Mr. Olarke)

I éxpect will recall it, ho reviswed the' pledge |

Hive béen 5o’ aboliticn. That fs true’ ‘But

S

slavery was'established by the fathers of ot .. -

e

government; it' was ‘recognized - under the

‘Conatitution'‘of  the: United " States. * They
were willing even ‘fo prolong the period of

-the'slave trade, 80 dg°to increase the mumber. '
'of slaves; and'it was'extended to' the year

1808, instend| of ‘the vear 1800, -nnd from

‘that ‘day to’ ibe present slavery has''been

tecognized’in'évery delibierative and Tegislns
tive body, and by every practical statesman
in the land. Itis-only of Inte that we ‘have

had this great névw light sprung vrion ng. ‘I

am ‘either impervious fo the riys ‘of such

brilliant luriinafies ‘as- have attempted to -
illaminate'thig'body with their new ideas, or - . -

‘the rays have not been so- forcible'as’ it was
expéctéd they iwoiild 'be. T have been unable

to appreciata i{hyvf@rqéfin‘ any argument that. -

has 'been’ used upon ‘thig' fladr-in favor 'of

'the eihinné|pation‘of slaves' in_the ‘Siate of

Mufylind htthe present time, on ‘any,grétind

whiltever, either _that it would favor theres ..

establishment of the Union, or' the  perpefua-
tibu of‘the ‘Union, or- the interesta of the

i l}

‘Staté; of the interests of tho United Statesin’

6 -

‘dg{:Way' whatever. "
AT

Hopé, " then; - that the convention ‘will'

‘

- given by the President of thé United -States
o the State of Maryland, or_promised to” use

- hig'influénce'in fayor, of - compensating'- the

- 'dwhers df slave property in the. State.'He;'|.

dgain adopt The section’ which was reconsid- ' -
eretl 'b "_‘tge“mw just_taken,” and-that they - -
will afford us that'little opportunity to per=. - -
petuate {he evidence of our rights upun’ which' -

to biigé' our-cluim for compensation hereafter.

*.Ag" for compensation” to those whé hve *
‘gaffered losses ‘by the’ public:enemy in""any,

way, by invasion, by robbery, by purloiniag -~
ifi‘any way, 'they have'n ‘claim forit.-lads =
mit: their’ claim.”“But~ [’ contend that -the -
-glavéowners of ‘the State haven greater claim -
‘than they ‘can’ possibly set up, because ifithey .. -
urd deprived of their propérty,it will be'by-the . -~ -
people ‘of -the State'and the genoral governs
ment.” -Indeed "we havé already to n'great . -

5 . M¥, 'Bldir,” from' that stand’ renewed. the
Sledge',which';h'nd beed given by the' Presi- |
|

gnt of the United Stdtes, hind "he gpokeas if

- by authority, and yet, here are the adherents’
-+ of‘Mr. Lincoln, who"loak’upon him ‘as‘the
~ great'man of the couantry; none equal to him,;
and none perhaps ever huve beé ‘or ever will

- be'his ‘equal ‘in’ their estimatlon-—they ¥

~ hers jregudinti,n"_g the very sentiments which
he'sgught, through his ‘cabinet minister,’ to

/ incul¢ate and impress upon the pevple of-the

- State of Maryland, “And ‘L "hdve: Ho ‘doubt
-theéy had ‘their effect 'ypon ' many of* them,-
‘and - that ‘many " wére:“influenced. to’ fiivor

émnncipation by’ the hope ‘that ‘they, ~would'

ground also that it was hécéssary for the pre-
_servation of- the. Union, and he ap‘pealéd}%
whether earnestly ot 'not I will not 'say; but

" reilize ' |some - compensatiom. “i'Ha took’ the

extent been deprived of -it by - the ‘action .of

‘agents’ of the general /government, “and'for. -
losses suttaiged i’ that manner wa ilready
have’clnims against the general government.: - -

“*I'trust'that this little section, which Phave”
.characterized as"a smull. crumb “of comfort,”.

-may: be_ retaired;" that it “will-not be voted ; .
down, but thit we 'may have aa  opportnnity, |
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- with apparent eatnestness'to the Union sentl-
ment of, the legisliture to'take’such mesisures

- 4d would'lead to the -consummation ~of that
' gxz&t object—the abolition of slavery in the
Sk of Marjling, +, - 10 Te P
" +“So that you see the friends of thé adminis-
tiation helping to kill ‘slavery:* Tt 'did*hay

tb register the propérty contemplateil by the
provisions proposed: in'this section. - © T
* Mr."NeqrEyY. I'¢dnnot see the difference . . .
‘of whi¢h'the gentléman‘from St. Mary’s: SMEZ*J
Dent) ‘speaka’, in ‘regard to- the:nbligations - -
and dntied'of the government. ,If hig theory; '
_ tratior D ; Iev'd be'true, ‘then" the State ‘of Maryland is.under, ;.
... 'dié‘in"the house' of itd'friends; ‘a3 soggested ‘gbligations ‘not*to ‘protect 4 single ‘solitary”
. .by'the gentlemaii from 'Howard (fr:Sands, )| Tadividusl 6f it titizens; - If his theory'be
, ho¥do T belisve it'ever récsived a’hlow from'| trng, then'we liave néver to'lodk. for. the pro-’ .
- <7 itgownfriends. - Thofirstfell blow it:réceived tection® of ‘0tf -property in any case by'the
' wig'from ‘abolition ‘Néw ' Englan®:* If thete | State ‘of ‘Maryland.’: He' entirely. ignores’ the’ -
* had ‘pever been dunyabolition, there’ néver réciprdcg_l;'dﬂtiwbﬁpi‘otebt\;in'hhdfﬂlékfdhmf '

- would ' bave'béen’any rebellioni!And it'mny | g0 fat a8 the State ‘of ‘Mary and*and ‘its citis .
. be'said'if* tHérd was “no slavery ‘thers ‘Would’| zens are comcéned.’ ~+ b e s




