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city (Mr Thomas) argued tlns pomt upon
. that'question.’: - DR SN
e Me., STIRUING, - Thnt argument was. maﬂe

n another jquestion which .embraced it. |-

‘Trt)xe other: question wiis'whether the legisla-
- ture should prondo compensation for eman-
- clpated slaves. > That necessarily involved |-
... theqnestion- ot'«the nght of propeny ;] bnt thxe'
' geneml ‘court; and they did not overrule that.

does not. -
o Mr!'MiLtas,

Upon that. questiou tbe gen-

: tleiman :from Baltimore : city' (Mr. Thomas).

was allowed ‘to make his argument npon

slavery. ;oo of

¢ Mr, Tnons., My argumem “wns onlr ln

_reply to'the argument of the gentleman from |-
‘ f:nne Aruodel (Mr. Mlller) yesterday mora-
g,

- The Otmmmc (Mr Hollyday ) As the ur-

__'"gnment has ‘been -allowed -this- lntxtnde, Atbe
: gentleman 'has a right to-proceed.

My, MiLLgR resumed :* *¢ Judge Blackstone

in his’ ‘commentaries- id 1775, 11th “ddition, | .
“vol. 1, p.' 147, mys, thata “slave or negro the
" noment be landa in England. {falls under the|.
- protettioniof the laws; and 8o fur becdines a
'*freeman“thoogb ‘the mastur's” right to his
- _service may probably still-continue. - And'in

Ppage ‘424, repeats the ‘same; and: adds, that

. }lhe Iaw will protect him in the’ enjoyment of
* his-

pérson and property ; bat: yet. 'with re-
‘gard to any right which the mastir may law-

. fully have acquired-to- thi perpetual service.

of Jolin‘or Thomas, this will remnin in‘exact-
ly the same ‘state as before ;' for this ia ‘no

;" phore than'the same: snbjection for lifs, which

" every apprentice . anbmm to for. tbe space ot'

geven years or|mote, ‘&c.

"4 In the " Britigh- books eluves are eome-
times called slaves or semots ‘and it 3 sald

by Lord Maosﬁeld in Sonterset’s cilsie, that
- “there may be a villein in gross:by confession.
~ In the case of Somerset in 1773, Lord Mans-

- ters, .
. deciding the qneetiou, whether by belng éar-
. ned to Eoglan& he fbersby" becmqe free ;- but

that they iwpuld judge upon the retdrn
_ lbe Aabeas corpui, nud actording 10" their
‘ Aown laws, whnch' did ndt admit of so highan.
_- et of :dominion as in thst case had been‘ex-

.7+ field "'méntioned the opinions:. of Sir: Philip
:Yorke, ' and Lord! Chief Justice. Talbot, .in’

1729, and recognized by Lord Hardwicke in

- 1749, and calls them two of the greatest’ men'

of their own or'sny: timés, and says be

~ all’"due attention: to’ “their - ‘opiniona.:
. Mansfield: puts'several questions as'to the lnw
_ ‘with respect to'their settlements, their wages,

-actions:for &ny slight coercion by tlieir mas-
In Somerset’s case. the court:declined

" .ercigsed by 'the ‘master over his slave, and

" - therefore that Somersét ‘must: be discharged..
i Lord Mansfield in.Bomerset's case says, that
the state of slavery isBo odious thiat nothing

. ean be‘suﬂ'ered to:’ sopport it bnt positu'e

.law

‘i'In 'tbls co]hsnon ot' mdmdua! ommons,

und oppoemg decisions in the Brltish books ‘

'exnst

in""the¢onrt bélow. .
| the ‘decision .

] lotormatlon. '

'cided ‘by:tbis: conveation, -
low, ag:} was snying, had instructed the jury

‘the muster; vot:

1 Mr.

thls court wxll uot say what wonld have been -
the decision  of &’ British; tribanal upon the
-question sta‘ed in the exception.! * i ‘

.So'that the court have not’ decided that hy -
tho common ‘law. of Englnnd sluvery dld not
e t

: Mr, 'I'umus.s No, tbey dodged thnt quea- .
tion, ‘buot- Judge Chuse decided that inm the

* Mr. Miuugr. = This. is::the decision of the
Oourt ot‘iAppeals upon' the exceptions ‘taken -
‘After: consideration of
ivenin .the court below, the
bourt of Appea's reversed it + .- '

! #* And acting a3 a courtof .an independent :
country; unfettéred: by ‘any. political stipula- -
latious on subjects of :this:nature, and bound
to decide according to the laws o(‘ this State, -
they do not conbider themselves at.liberty to
adopt ap opinion that tnight posslbly prevall
in a forelgn tribunal.” . .-

" The instructions given- to the court: below

'wMéh this court reversed were these -

#/That il fram" the evidence in ttus canse
tbev are of the opinion that-a woman called
Joice, the: Ancestor -of: the:: ‘petitioner, was a
negro. woman carried. with her owner, cldim-
ing her as aslave;:.from the island of Barba-

does to England, and afterwards bronght inte
this conutrgnby Lord Baltimore, claiming her -
as o slave, between the years 1678:.and- 1681,

and-that she, during her life: was held, dsed

‘and treated as a slave, and that herissue bave

been held ns slaves.eversince, :that then they
must find a'verdict for the defendant.” .
. Mr. BARmON' (‘t;terpoemg) One; word for
e ‘bave got nothmg to do
with  what- was done -in those days.: The
question’ with ns:is whether we ahall now be A
t‘ree or.n'slave Stdte.; i
“Mr. Miurxn:. "That quutnon bas been de
The court be-

'upon that siato -of facts; that the petitioner
wags entitled to fréedom; and: the Court of
Appeals reversed it' 'Tbe Oonrt of Appeals
gaya"m:z. .t v L IR
-+¢This case bmng brougbt before the. conrt
by ‘original. proceeding;. we are: -of. opinion

‘that it must be .goverued : by the law of this -

State; and that in this case; However thelaws .
of Great Britain in such instances operating
upon - sach' persons 'there, might interpose so

fs to prevent /thiy exercise of certain acts by
rmitted, .a3 in the ense: of
Somerset ; 'yet updn the bringmg Ann: Joice .
into this. State, then:-the province'of :Mary-
land; the relition of mister and’ slave con-
tinued n its extent as putborized by the Jaws
of this State; and therefore that the Judgment :
of the' ¢ eneral coot-t must:-be reversed.?. -
HoMAB. i Will the gentleman al)ow

me to'ask .whether the: Court of Appealsin

| that “decision  did noti’entirely exclude :the

common law; angd decide the-case:. accordmg
to. the act of Maryland of '1715’! i




