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- Then Fe goes on to h.'r‘g’udiip&ﬁ the‘p’etition

| acted by, the coiveation parliarieat of 168,
© As it will consume too- much of my, time' to

- when he comes to coasider, the Declaration of
| Todependence. 0T
K &
~ which has also béen quoted in support of the
- perilous doctries. now urged ip ,h s
- not now 8pedk st largé. --I "have shown oi &
- former. occasion’ hdw :idle it:is to rely upon

- -mot fitigue,you: by mere repetition. . The
- self-evident  truths; announced in the Decla-
-, .ration of  Independence are not truths at all,

- if iaken literally; and the practical conclu-

~ sions contained in.the same passage ot .that

sigF'ed to be sa regeived.”.. ",
' ___gt_i@niKq.tid.'t‘he;.;qdna.t_ii.ﬁtioﬁ_,of the United
- UThe Articleg jof .Gonfederatien contain
. Canstitution recognizes the legal existence of
. of prohibiting  the slave-trade is invoived in
~ that of regulating . commerce, but this, {s

--coupled with an_express inhibition to. the
-exercise of it far, twenty, years. . How, then

- - tive plaves ig affifmative and act

~protection of the right o ster
. serviceg of hia slaveas derived under. th

- settlementof this question? . -

. up, still feayes ilie’ inteation clear ; ‘and, the
- words “persons beld to service.or Iabor.in
- one;State under the - laws. the
- always been interpreted to extend fo the cage

-which haye been passed to.give eMcacy. to
- -the provision, and ‘i the judicial:applica.

- prescribing, the.ratio of representatjon—the

- phrase.{ three-fifths of .all other persons,’ is
- equivalent o t, means n

-And ‘yet'we ‘are told that those who dre

them. Al Etigland was then fpll of slaves,

. national .Igoyern’ment. to get on.foot a crusade

§
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whose pdsterity would by law remain slaves:

- -,

- a8 with ‘us, except’ only that the iasije. fol-
- lowed the éo

', patrém "—3 riile more favorable, undoubfed-

y, from the very precarionsness of its appli-
cation, to.the gradial extinctioii-of glaygtg, ;
. thail ours, which' hig, been drawn from the
Romnian liw, aiid i3 of suré and unavoidable

effect.” i

of right of Charles I, and the bill of rights en-

read it all, 1 pass it by and come down to.

)

f thie Declatation of otir Tndependence,

Hipbh 13, T eed

that instrament for sucha purpose;:and: I' will

Declaration " prove that they wepe, aever de-

lien b comes to.the Articles of Copader;

States. . Hesays: .

‘nothing.on . the subject;. whilst the actual

8lavery by various, proyisions. - The power

can that Coostitution which, expressly per-

‘mitg the importation of gluves, authorize the
againsi g

avery 7. The cﬂanﬁe resgggﬁngfggi-
ve glaves: i 1 ve.in its ef-
fects. It is,a direct, sanction and . positive
the right of the master D?,the

8 local

3

laws of the States.”, . . .0
Now is not that 8 full, complete and ample

/‘Thé phraseoiogy in which t,is wrapped

]

.

reof,’  have

of slaves, in. thé various .acts of, Congress

tio.of th

ose laws;, Bo, alag in,/jhe ;clause

et _£o slaves, or it means nothing.

acting unfer a constitution Which gaiictions
the existence of slavery in those States which
<hoosé to tolerata it, are. at liberty to hold

i

| the bondition of: the father instead of | that nolaw can sanction its existence 1’
the mother.., The rule was ‘‘Parfus acquitur

. M. Président, there.is no. need for me to
elaboratd thiy point aftér the clear, logieal
argument of Mr. Pinckney which I have.just
‘read to the conveéntion.  To me it seems.a
work ofs supererogation; I therefore -leave
thatpoint. . T
 Qedtlemen Bséek to. get rid of the other
proposition ‘guoled by my friend from . St.
Mary’s (Mr. Dent, ) and pursued still further
by my.triend from Kent (Mr, Chambers.) . [
liave now read'qnqiif the highest legal autho-
rities on that subject. I now propose to call
thie attention of the convention to 8.man who
'g'q'nﬁs; oiminent {n hig spliere d5 one of the
highest dignitaties of the chriatian church—a
mun who well deserves the high and glowing
ericomium pussed .updn him by my venerable
friend from Kent, in his atgument tipon the
tyeaty-third aricle of, the bill of, rights. I
refer o Bighop, Hopkiiis. ., Ini considering this
question of u thief’s title, a3 they call it, ke
Baya: . .

. '“We aré told, by Malle Brun, that ig
Africa, two-thirds. of, the population . are
alaves, yrhich, 24 the whole Is estimated at
uinety millions, would give sixty millions for
the present number of the ative slaves, in-
depeiident of sy new war between the rulers .
of that heathen contineat. ‘Suppose, then,
that thé élayetraders, applying to the king of
Ddhomey, were supplied with their sad cargo
of 'human beings from, the multitude who
were slaves alzéady, could they, by.any pro-
priety of speech, be called miap slealéry 2
Mark you, they ard, slaves already; they
are glaves in théir Ta'givb land. , And while
{iib;ﬁ this point, will gentlewen tell me,. will
hey contrast the situatjon. of the slayes in
Margland, or in any part of the South, with
the coiidition of ad, equal number of thess
Africans in their original condition io their
Rative country? Will not their! condition
compare favorably with that. of any.clais of
peasantry on-the known habitable/globe? I
bpeak what 1 do koow.. I am acqueinted
with -this istituiion jn soutbern Muryland.
I reprédent,in_part opon this floor, a county
which {8 the largest slaveholding  county in
the State... Charles county, . with a_white
population of a little over, five thoudand and
souie hindreds, bas a slave -population of

9,653..“ i TR e S B
:Mr. JonEs, of Someérset, . Had, : . .
‘Mr, Bogiex.  Had: I.accept the amend-

diéiit, To'réturn to Biatiop Hopkias ; ke pro-

;*~ By afl that L.have read upon the subject,
I présume that tHose traders found the slaves
in the absolute power of their heathen master,
and purchased . {hern for whatever price he

was willing to-take, without having anything

i

to do with {his’' mode by which he ‘cam into




