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- -~ ['should suppoae thust thode whoinwited the
- President of the United: States; and the come;

which. hns been manifested upon - this floor to

“ find..somebody - responsible, and upon’ whom
. might Le levied ¢ompensation,>for: nll 'the
damages arisingi'toprivate’ citizens; .Idyul

- sufferers, by reuson of-the present unfortunate

civil war, It seems that -not' only:our: own

- government, our own State'or federnl author:.
‘ities, ure to be-guirded 'agninst and indemniv
~ fied agninst, but that evén the acts of a public,

enemy. with-whom we are at war, open war,’

- and have been for'more than three years-past,
_in their invasiou- of our Stite, ngninst whom

we have - right to'claim, protection from“the’

" State-and from' the: goveriiment,:are 10 bé
. compensated for.” Loyal suffererswhose vorses:
~or - ‘other property,  hnve - been ‘taken ‘by -the'
- public enemy, areto be indemnifiéd, are to be

~ paid. - But those!wha: by : your iact, in: the
. adoption of this- constitution, lose: their firo~:
_ perty;.shall not: now:from any source; shall:
not hereafter from .iny  source in the Stats of.

" Marylnnd, receive one dollar of compensation

*" My friend " from: Howard: (Mr.iSknds) t' e

" other duy»thbught‘h"qhad found a‘justification

of .the course he then' recommended, becnuse.
General - Wallace; liad - levied ~“contributions

‘upon those who lind shiown:their sy mpnthies,”
© upon the burbing|o}ia barn, or-something of
- that gort. - That|wds -carrying the prirciple

to an-extraordinary ‘extent in-a-free, govern-
ment. ‘ But that was upoan the.idea that'that
act -had been doné by some one* in ‘politicilt

* ‘spite; aud ‘48’ & pusishent to-a loyal niigh-

bor’; upon the iden thit they would be disap-

- pointed-in_their attempt ard prevented from’

repeating the act,: if the-neighborhood- were
mmade responsible-for the act and- mude to pay

" forit., ' That wasdarrying it quite far enough’’
_But this idea of compensation. was 8o fixed:

in the gentleman's mind, and so fixed'in the
minds of the contention; as just.in: itself and

~ proper; thut "you: ’cz?x"'ried -it_beyond- any aot
’_done-6 ‘ :
- -neighborhoods responeible for, and actunlly
- extended. it to "the: acts of n:public.enemy,
. who tame acros3 o
. . committed . ani- invasion of dur: rights and;
©oprivilegesy. - <oy g e T

y - our.-owan citizens; which we mnke:

|

r undetended border: an(ii

" .Now, I submit whether -any prmclple ‘of

consistency does not: require’.that those:who

. are’'so exceedingly sensitive upon- this quese
. tion. uf compensation,. should have'a little
. consideration for those who may loose other:
. species of property than'horses and mules,or
- ‘ greenvacks,nnd areguffering beyond theextent
- that some of -them scem: to bave suffered, and:
“against: wliich:they have & rightito.look: for

_ - protection to:the’ governmerit, *:. Consistency:
. will require that-they shall take:into serious

consideration-whetheritbesrought:to: close the

- door loumyjhopei.!oﬁdémpéhsation';heraifieri

from the legislature.of Marylandl orithe:people:
ot-Mtzl('flgnd-;for the/slavesthat- may:be:eman-:
ed under: this constitutiony: ¢ suinoua
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mulr"xder of .this military department in’ viola,
tioh of ‘every provision of our'State and fed} -
‘erdl conatitution, and iaws, to mukean illega
and -undutborized rssesement “ujion Any part
‘of jthe people’of Marylund for the acts-of the
:E:t;lic enemy of the United States, would:
‘haVe thought it their -bounden duty ‘to leave
‘open‘: the door for' coimpensation: to bs made -
‘by|ithe people’ of Maryhind; through their
legislature, - whetiever s sense of retariing
‘jugiice, And:calmusss| and the'proprieties ot
;government, should convince them thiit'such -
'compendation was: niecessury, and that it 'was
amnct of justice ;- that those - who now suffer
fram the action of the government upon this
nglituted question,’ might entertain’ the hope
1t in the future tiey wounld receive the com-
‘peasation:; to whith they‘are emtitied ‘by the
pldinest fundanental -principles” of govern-
mdnt, - oot T T T SR
. 1-] hnve netver helleved ‘until this marning,
-anfl am still:relnctant to-belicve that the con-
-vention would have this article in thelegis-
Intjve departmenti 'iT wds not here When' the
‘gehtleman from Baltiinore county (Mr. Beri'yg'
made his epeech. 'T'understand from my; friend’
from Kent-that that'gentleman ‘declared that
uppn- the ‘question “of compens:tion; he and
liid delegation had instructions and were com-
mijted.*'T do" not know to what extent: 'l
rregret that that gent'eman is- not in his sea¥’
‘hefe to-duy. -~ Wa' have burely a quoram
présent.s” I'do" think: that our action” upon-
ithie proposition-is'franght with résultg'of the’
'mqst weiglty importance: in reference to a
Alnace portion of the citizens of the State. *

.- Upon-a- proposition-whivh goes to the-ex-

tent-that’ sufferers by the -emancipation of

the slaves of Maryland by-the'nctiof this con- ~

‘vention; 1f it 8hall he adopted by the people,

‘not-by the people who are to be affécted, Liuy’
uiso by the people who have no interest in the
‘ingtitution, ‘to the extent of $30,000,000,

-$40,000.000, and a1t the present prices.ot la-

bor $50,000,000; that' they -who are thus to
‘suffer are:to tie- shut . out fram.all hope here-'
after 6f any compensation. - I had hoped that:
‘weg would:at least:have'waited until tlle: con=

‘vention-was'{ull thut we might huve'n voteof-
‘th¢ entire convention: upon it, to see whether
or'not,  updn réflection;'tHe convention'would
‘no} strike this article ertirely out as moved

by the gentleman from'St. Mary s (Mr. Dent.)
:-0Onn there beany harm in that? - Thost who
suffer:now by thisdct will ‘always he'ig a
‘mipority-in‘the State of Marylund.) ' You will
adopt o ratlo of representation here that will
foreder axclude them {rom thepdlitical power
‘oftirighting'themselvés by their-votes.  You
iwi]l putithens:in‘a hopeless minority. Is mos:
thatsuflicient? ©vd i e el s
7{The half hour baving expired; the ham-
;mqrﬁfell‘I]: RO L] PEE P e ST A T O

. “)Ir, Huss'mdved the'previcus question. = -
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U ¥he motion was seconded by Mésbrs. Sobiwy’
Pn@;Pv&n}l}' s e Tl ST S




