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.- not been, protected: by-law, and- by all your
comtsfrom the very commencement..of ‘its:

, - introduction .to the present-time?: Was it
* " not:brouzht into Maryland when we. were a
-colony of Great Britain,:.wlen we were tinder:
..~ the jurisdictivn of -Great .Britain?.:-Was. it;
- .. not'brought here: by the express authority of
* . the. Parliament: of ‘Great  Britain?: -Was:it,

" ‘not .brought. hero by parties. engaged:in the
.. - Africun slaye trude, in which the good Queen
.~ Anne.wns.-a-partner,’ and. o the- prolits’ of:
" which she raceived :& fourth part?. .Was not
* .the institution: brought here-and established;’
*‘and_ sluves intruduced as-an.article!of com-:
% -merce? , Weraithey -not recognized .by, the:
"+ |Brit'shy,gosernnient ns:-property 2. Wasg it
. inot.&o0 held-in.the canstitution?-- Has. it nut:

S l beea so held down to-the present:time? - Was:

* - 'Inot..the institution- considered so sucrediy.

' . |guarded-und protected:that; when . the. Con=.

" iventivn .met -here.in 1850, tley. -golemnly | -«

: . ndopt. d w proviaivn whijch went-to the extent:

e - of gaying thut.the legis!ature should have no |

- I power of. passing any Jaw"to -interfere’ with:
-_“the relution-of muster andslave?: .+ s
‘ These are ilie guaranteed under:which this
" - property is;beld Ly the: people of -Marylaid:-

L %V,hm,ig' the condition in’.which- it is: held 7
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. .Hsiit hot -well known,; espetially to theigens!

* i tlernea:who represent the 'countics wheré the
" number, of sluvey; is considefable, that for.a!
great number of years past, it hua; Ueen.very:
".| general,-in; the" distribution ,of .ectates, if.a:
- !mun: owned Jand and negraes;. to give. his
~ !lauds to-his -suns,..and: his.-negroes: to - his
"I daughters? . 1s. it not. known -that a, great
portion of the properiy.of the females, of:the
- |infants, io:these conntics,’.consists:of slaves?.
- ;| that; the. only : property. on.-earth.that:they.
huve, in. many inatunces, ig the:slaves whose
hire uffords them asupport?:_.-7. ;. 5 e
.1 couversed with a gentleman at the. last
- | session” of - tho-legisiature; . from. Dorchester
.| county, who remarked- 1o me that in:he.di-
vision of :his. futher's. estate, the lands..were:
. given to his sons; and  hia: sisters -had twelve
i or-fifteen . slaves Apiecé+—one or (ivo siat rs—
., and ‘itiwas the .8ole property ‘they-had: I}
. 'know instances in, my.own county in:which’
. . under the.wil} of: their futher, there ace help-
| less.and: unprotected; females whoso sole sup=,
| portis the hire-of the negroes:left| them:by-
-+ - thewr fuibers 71 -know, jnstances:iin :which:
- helpless ;iufunts will be stripped: of (the ouly,
income thoy have,.the hiresperhaps of a/'ne-
“'gro'man;or;woman. - I, knowisnchiustances;
~ | within. my..personal..knowledge; whero this’
L will opernterto strip.individuals.of every dol-:
"I lar-of . property j thuy bave junder the: consti=
-1 tation-und Jaws, and-every dullar of: support,
- 1. and.they :will be left penailess-upon the col
-, charities,of the:worlds 1n wuin vy ottt o
.3..1tis the propoatigninot only that:they sball
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| potinow, whertfood and clothing areso bigh!
. . bave:ona:do}lnr;of | compensation, 60! fur.can;f!

| belg

hereafter, .- They shall: have-no hope. : They - -
slinll-have nothing’to cncourige anybody to
afford them shelter, and:food; hnd clothing;'. -
‘in Yhe liope thit -the  returning justice-of the -
legislntnre will' make ‘comjénention wliereby
they .may be remunerited for the'r support.
“You'.close the- door:toi hope ¢ntirely. *You
not pnly {urn:them' out pennilegs;.without' s
‘home,:but yon-shut:the::door: in ‘their- fice;
and}say to Altem,:-ihie’ legisliture! shall-nover
hereafler—whatever may be the stata.of our . .
fiuances, although our works of interaal im- -
provement:may put inillions-into .the treas<. -
urylof thé:Siate, nithotigh e mmy be odtof - -
debt; and . have:enough for ‘our-school sys- .
tém=—hnve ' the ‘power -'to “maké 'a dollar's
coinjiensation to you:for this propierty taken
from!you, although iyou -had as much-right ~
.toi; he protection  of thdt property us of uny .
dl ,r.“‘«""::‘;,v\vi o PR e e . e R - -

'llenzs':this."qﬁééiléh ‘wns under consiﬂéfné
-tionx before;. T rend an: authofity; in my place

andother-writers upon :the fundnmental prin- -
ciples.of law. and constitutions governing all:
civilized.sotieties, 'to the:effect that this prin- -
ciple of compensation ‘forproperty taken for -
pullic purposes,.not:bnly extended to lepisla- -
tures;i but: that it wag the fundamental prin-
ciple upon: which:gociety -was baged ; ‘thut the
.sovercign:power; in.mno sfate of :goverument,
‘had! the ' right to;. take :private jproperty for
public use withiout compensation ; that it was
ini violation-of the original foundation of jus-
ticejand: of pightc - wi e e e
_ -:)Xei are-sent here by thal'people of Mary-
land ‘to amend their constitution, to organige -
their civil government upon the principles of
‘a government  of - freelom, - and . of: justce; -
‘which have. obtained and ‘been recognized -as - .
nging ‘to-all -governments that cluim to-.
.represent. the-.wishes of -a free'people and a
oiv;’iud‘:ccpmnnhy‘;-:iEHere 48 u proposition -
80-piluing 80, consistent;:with the principles.of. -
justjce, that it coinmends itself,:as to all-othed -
property;- to the consideration, and - the con-
fidence; and-the adoptibn:of- this Convention.:
1say if youintended to exclude this species
.ofproperty,: you ought to have incorporated
‘in; the: forty«third .section ‘of fthis article—

‘the{United States; andlays:down.the fundas
‘mental; principles of gévernment; -that- yon " -
shalt not: take private iraperty to be used
‘Wit onbdbm‘;)‘euentluhé-an excéption, Instead
.of that broad-and unequivocal:-assertion;: yolr-
sliould:: huve-said;.:!‘ unless “it be-slave. pros = .
‘pertyyt; You should gd back:and reconsider -
'that. naw, ‘andi make-it: read, ! No property -
‘unléss it bealave properfy/shall be taken for - -
jublit use:without: compensation;!’ |in order -
{tormake it consistent, i} it uininls LA HOENTHE S
! -.X{dm:the :more. surprised at thé defermina-."
!tion:which seemd; to: bermanifested” to ;carny -

ti
‘tboq ;proposition:throughiwithout debate; bes

. | you-can 'prevent.it, but.ihattliey’ shallidoty
Lok s o ‘- .g o e T ‘, ‘ o

cniba 1 bove dbperved i extrcne anley

¢ from- Judge ‘Story,-based upon “Vattel" - -

‘whigh: corresponds with_.the: constitution:of -



