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& new. constitution, It striked{me t1hati ac-

-7 tion otherwise: is: inappropriate:and opposed-
- to'the best interests of -the: State' and 'of the
-, .. country, and saciificial to'the rights of a large
. -portion-of the citizensof thé State.:.+:i - .:

-1 propose by the amendment to leave this

~8ection’ out of: the new -constitution, ‘that'the
. legislature; which mayibe called to nssemble
- hpreafter; may -be at:liberty, according to the

-instructions which they may receive from'the

- - » people who shall sénd' them hers, to' provide
- compensation, or.not to provide it, for those
- "who have been’ deprived of their property,

- Does it not seem 'to” be ‘more feasable, more
", practicable, more “just, that that should ‘be
" left to the people of thi State who shall elect

. succeeding legislatures, ithan’ that:we should:

* . tie up their hands:by.this:prohibitory clause?
-Jt-appears to me' 8o manifest,.s0! plajh,: so.

~.Sell~avident a truth,:that such.chould be our

- action, if* it be determined by, the convention
. that sinvery ‘shall.be abolished: in"the Stdie;
gt I could scarccl{ bavesupposed thatthers

~ would be a Hhesitatin R

g ‘voice 1nthe conven-
- tion. -‘The people.of-the :State are -as good

S " judges as we as.to their capacity, as to their.
" duty upon. this _Sub}'e;:t.-" -Although. I cannot

bope for any manifestation:that I have:séen

. exhibited: in: the donvention. that. the amend
“ment will prevai% or..that the:people of the

. State will -have sach.an. opportunity, still:1

- . feel it my: duty to. press it upon-the: conside-
- - .ration of the convention.: I 8hould feel. highly.

- .. gratified, and thatthe convention at last had

" present-convention to.be pursued by ensuing
s ;eg|518tuﬁﬁi) Ty el ~'«"‘i\"‘-’,-~!{;r,:‘f'. ISR
 *4r-Apother ;objection.itd-the_section is in.its
.-~ prohibiting-the passage of ang. law by.which
" compensation’ shall ge
.- . that even though-the legislature: may; be Ye-
- -stricled from making any appropriation fram
- the'trengury of.the. State for: the parpose’ of
.-- compensation,rthey. might’ nevertheless':pass
+8ome law: providiog for'.the ‘compensation ‘of
. persons who bave loat the use of their property
* " ~or-been deprived of their'property.. ;Another
. -aource has been referred to by thepeople ‘of

- redaemed_ iself.lo a great extent.in’my: view
-~ fram:the imputation of a'idesire or-intent ex-
‘ rresaly:» to .inflict-an -irreparable :injury :and

083 upon:some people of..the State; whether

1

‘they:are a minority or. a . n;pjp’r_ity,_-?i_f', they

- - would-adopt myimotion. -7 . fov i
- - Minorities: are'-entitled : to ... protection,- it

should be. recollected, ‘as -well" as ‘majorities:

- Mnjoritles, it-has been conceded; can::protect
..+ themselves. - ‘The.minority.lh.n is -the:very

party which'needs the protectionof law. ...,

... g/Let tha decision" of:the -matter igo. before
-y the peopleagain, ;. Let:themeay: whetherithey,

will/insist:upon the conrse::indicdted /by the

o
{ -

- recéived. - 1 submit

-the:State. for compensation; besides the State

o “treasury ., If my-motion ta!8trike out  fails,
. 1-propose to offerian amendment :to strip the
~ section of that prohibitory ‘clause. .1 -would

)
t

* rights before we attempted - the' formation of

be glad, however, I could-not ‘do otherwise
‘than rejoice at the sense of justice ‘which:this -
convention would manilest by striking out -

this ggction_‘ altogether, nnd’leave the whole
‘Bubjédt to-be settled by ‘the people when saber -

reason may prevail, when n disposition to do .
Justice to nll'may retorn, when we may befree - -
from' the shackles which 'are now on' public:

gentiment and: on the public’ mind now that;

it eems'to-me, public virtue'is:dethroned. "~ =
-1 had notiotended to'say anythinginrela-
tion to this subject. ‘Indced I'was not-pre-

‘pared-for«its .coming ‘up.’ ‘And’ with 'these

ims mptu remarks I yield the floor. - =5 .
' Mr. JoNgs; of Somerset. Mr, President—
- Me. Puen. 1 rige to a‘point of order.:The
‘motipn:wus made by the:gentleman from Al. -~
legany for the previous question, :-» - "

Mg‘ Joygs; - of-Somerset, -~ He could -not .

‘make:that motion" while the gentleman from
St. Mars's (Mr. Dent) was upon-the floor, /" -
-~ Me.:Heps. " The gentleman from St. Mary’s

(Mr.|Dent) moved to ‘strike. out the ‘section; '

“That motion was'seconded by the gentleman’

from Somerset, which he could not have done
unleds the ‘gentleman “fromSt.'Mary’s had .
yielded:the floor. * Timmediately moved-the

‘previous question, but. when I learned that
ntleman from 'St." Mary's- wished ‘to~ -

the -
speik, ag he has not'spoken:upon: this ques-:
tion, I did not raige the question: of order. ' .
+The PRESIDENT :overruled the point ‘of

order,

Mr: JonEs, of Somerset.  I' confess my

amazement at the seeming anxiety manifested -
by certain gentlemen ‘upon this floorto cnt off
debale by’ the ‘previous question -upunthis

‘mostiimportant of a1 thé'questions which we
.bave hi4d  under considenition during the'ses-. . :

sions- of- thia ‘convention, in my" estimation.’
If the' minority of "this.'convention upon'a
question of suchvital importance as this; are = -
to basilenced in'the debite, and reducedt6

‘the Humiliating necessity of merely recording =~ -
yea or nay ujion such-propositions, for'one, I -
take it upon myself to say that from that mos . -

ment ['slinll cease to be:a ‘member of this cons .
vention’, . The pdor privilege' of ‘opposing' i
arguient.the propositions: we disapprove.ofy’
is'all that We can’liope: to-entertnin; "I sny, -
therefore, thut I 'was amated- that-upon’this -

‘propusition;, upon ‘which -there bas been ho-~
vote, and no intimation of the sense of this -
convention’ by any vote-thht ‘has been taken, -

notwithstanding what his been said by the .
gentleman' from - Howard (M#i-Sands))-that -
there should be a desirs to cut off debate.: ", -
- ',Tﬁe’propdsiﬁod to emdncipate the slavesof - -
Marylandis- one thing,+:The proposition‘to

niakd immediate compensation for thatemans! =~
cipation is another question.:’ And: the'ipro= -

position that the legislathre shall-never here< -
after have the power to ' pads a:law to make

compensation is'‘a totally diffurent question;s
and God: forbid:that:this chn_ventidn-eshouldj o
ever stigmatize'itself by puftingisuch-a pro< . -
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