gress.and -

territory 3
eneral:as-

nto. coun-

esen tatiofnl

ly, on’'the = -
d may-for = -
f senntors ..
‘asgsembly

quired .10

this State
ate courts

for. ‘such -

rpose, -in- - :

> Gdurt of

,fie QOrdu

d dine: 1

purpose of -
on- it:-but

put myself:

1tlemed a8
l‘e_(‘lordg'u Do
vhich: has

and pre-
West-Vir-
rte. of Vit~

3 upon the

TR

[T

, :’C”riawf'ord, s

Harwood;
of Somer-
-15.:'_'3‘- e _’ .
Preiident;
arter, Qun-

; of \Wagh=: . -

r, Greene,

er, Keefor, -
arkey; ;Mo
)y," P al'kbl’, ..

of Carroll,

ope, Sykes,

ng amend-

t

e following.

vided, how- -

ghall have

of any sueh
y clvil war .

YV e

posed to the
 any of .the.
e . State of

-know how
he;.State of
ile:Virginia -

tion. . They
3t Virginia,

imits:or au~
Unionigov~ -
llectt_batnoi: :

e

longagqin Alexandrin, there wereinsession==

I do not know where'the. place of meeting was
T -—BOME eight_:or,nlnel'men, one ortwo of them
" scraped up in Norfolk and Portsmoutb,, pne.or

- leus of Alexandrin, a majority of them never
- heard of before, assembled: in.some;cockloft;
‘and actually sitting there and.calling :them-.

" ally.in the process of furming u constitution for.

. “not; but .they ,were certainly: arrogatiog to
- themselves the_power - to-represent :the..com-

- monwealth of Virginia, all that part of.itnot
included in -the limits of.-West :Virginia, g0
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- ._Now, where ia the Legislature of . Virginia?

" character, coming from'a few.men.seraped to-

~ . Btate, reduced : to abgolute: desolation:by. the.
~- war, needy adventurers, having .no:stake in
" the State of. Virginia 'and,no-intereit there,

- brought there to prey upon. the -followers of

-~ gelves into a bady. to be called the Legislature.
- of Virginia, .and  .undertaking - to.: cede. to
Maryland .8 portion-pf her territory?.;; Wil

ult was- )
R ; ‘Maryland lose her dhi

- nexed to the Eastern |Shore “the térritofies of.
- Northampton: and’ Accomae, “which I very
~much doubt, ar ahy other portion'of the State

~alwayssuch-in peace, that we-ought to-blush:

N _state of confusion and-anarchy ;-it oughtto'
~-bring the blush of shame to;our-cheeks:to,be
willing'to.take advantage of ber. simalions_tof

er,

" . T have some -knowledge .of-some : of ithe men:
. whao composed that Convention. Iknow gome,
“of the men who,went . there ;».f.o»,-Aléx'iudri_u;.(

- were owners of estates in Virginia, from which

- they had been driven: by certain parties, I
. know that, and I'rfse'in‘m¥ place tosay it.
“We propose to-accept? .| What.is it likely, will
“heard spoken .of. muc

~ Maryland’s ablest: men

: 8.blee,t’men.:fqr:»{‘ea..n ‘past,; . It bas;always

~that by‘a union. with Marylaod, they; would:

two in‘Accomag, .and. the res} ifrom the pur-

gelves a Constitutional .Convention, and acju-

the great.old.commonwealth., What-bas ever
become.ofthe proceedings ofthat,body J know

called, .. -

"Where is the ‘authority-. which s :to give the
consent of th.t -State fo. this: cession?.. Are
we to be satisfied to ;pccept. & - cession of ithat

gether. from - these- outlying ; counties ;of ithe

the army—trom these:men, conatituting them-

uity so far a3 to be will-
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of Virginia; ' the ‘anciedt"reldtions 'of amity.
existing between her and Maryland Liave been
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nobody.can locate that government which the { i T U SEEL A
- riAs,to: Accomsac.and Northampton, what

Federal .Government | recognizes,- in| such:a:

have this - grossly. frandulent. transfer of-
territory made to us: é:ff' e Ve
. “Mr. Saxps, -1 have-no.knowledge- of the.
gflace -of :mesting - of ithe .Convention of Enat.

[irginia, whether.In:a | cockloft or.not.; But

and instead of being needy.adventurers, they

What portion of theiSiate of Virginia-do
be offered to us?:.It,is n'question.that I, have
' f'Jat-;lanxthi:b :80me’o!

, pod. some of Virginia's

been.a: lavorite “idea .of the.West Virginiang
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.fdrm-ond;df -the grandéat States of this con-
federation,” having -in- their sole control.the

all-in: ithe chiaracter ‘of their .pesple—West

- +Thiere has been for many long yeitrs before
{be outbreak of this rebellion, as my : friends
of .course know, between' Bast and West Vir-
ginia, the ivery ‘strongest antagounism. The
antagonismJies in the radical: difference .of
their population. . ‘West. Virginia - was in
her feelings infinitely . stronger in her -arti-
elavery antipathies. than Maryland. - That is
afact notorious to -everyboly. It was told
to_the men.of East. Virginia before this rebel-
-lign, thatin case they moved s single inch in
‘the‘direction +of. dissolution; just so sure they
‘moved in ‘the -direction. ‘of a8 ‘dissblution:be-
tween East and West Virginia. * It was urged

the peoplelalong-the borders befure the out-
break af this rebellion.,. I told- them that if
{be time ever cathe when :the-people of West
Virginia:werefree to att. their own will and
wishes;  they ‘would ' dissever their political
connection with-East Virginia..© .. - .

=They did it, slr;motin a'cockloft; notby
soms gix-or eight:needy adventurers, but they
have done it through a sovereign ‘convention
of.the State, inthe well. known city of Wheel-
ing; and they bave:backed it-up by twenty-
five' thousand. good -and -true soldiers in.the
army-of. the :Union, .It-is overwhelmingly
the sovereizn!will of the people of West Vir-

‘with, the people of East: Virginia, - It s a will
growing:out of the radical‘differences of the
people; and in the-.character: of their instita-
ons, ity LU, e v L

shall become of .them,: or .what shall bs done

the question’ of ‘principle,T db not moot. ‘But.
I'say thatfor many:long yearsthe aspirations
of the :?eople‘ :of ‘Maryland,’ -and - the aspira~
tions :of - the peopleof :West. Virginia have
been:in. the: direction -of.:'a more intimate
union-betweén themselves. . I-have beard this

from: the ablest: and - best. statesmen of both

“.Upon;what ground "do ‘gentlemen pretend
to appose the acceptance by Maryland of West
Virginia | if -she:proposes & -political ‘union
with:Maryland ?; - Virginia, acting.as a State,
took-upon hersell the full' consequences of the
entire doctrine : of ;political secession. . I'put
it/ to vgentiémen; -whether, if 'a State:had a
rightto.secede from- the ' Fedéral.Union; nnd
diszolve her connection:with the General Gov-
ernment, any portion of . ihe State, undeér the
operatidn of ‘the:same rule and principlé, has
not arperfect:.right to dissolve 'its. political
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‘connection with thepeopleof anothersection ?

‘Virginia and-the larger part, numerically, far
the larger. pdrt of the State of Maryland. - . *

entira;irop. belt ‘which- binds:the Ohio.to the
Chesapeake. - They - ars identical .in soil;:in ;
climate, in- production, and ‘over andabove |

constantly. I did -it myself, in speaking to -

ginia: to. dissolve their ‘political conuection

with them, is a question, which excepting upon




