S " ministers and preachers of the gospel an ex=
fat, - ception-ta; this general rulg for:all. classes of

he: .. . -men?::I confess that:I see.none, -.Are they.!

et . [l lesaintelligent; less moral,lless fitted by the

ld> RN -oircumat&noes;ln!;ﬁvbich;,tﬁgy‘”m. placed. to | kin

= ~ discharge properly.the duties of legislators?-
g - Siry. itgi}a.;qr_ug;ault!to ;,tlg;l common ; under-’
be? -~ . - standing to say that they.are less intelligent’
- * a8 8 body:than any other clpss of the commu-
1, I © " nity:; to gay that theyare ess. moral, or; that
Lt .~ they have less at heart the oodof .the State..
U -~ It:that be 80,.and oursole purpose.in. framing.
fy - . B . a:Congtitution is,to endeavpr to provide. the
het - -~ ~'beat. possible; class: of legislators,. then: why
e, - exclude these men ?.. They|are bound.-to pay
gt o ~ - 'taxes thesame a8 other.men ; they are equally
4t .- J - liableto militaryduty.... They owe.avery a
' ; -+ -ligation' to-the State that olher citizehs owe;
as' M | - and theyare endowed with every.other privi-
27 TR -/, - % lege but this..; They. may;be.constables or
1 N :fjusﬁm'qf-ﬁtheape‘nce,:.or‘;r;o‘d*snper,,v.ixor‘s T
es- - .. | | - - county .commissioner ~or | members:‘of -Con-
. | | .gress, orGover, ors 0 ‘the|State..” They may
it . 7 -l ~bhold every.civil,.or. milit@?’roﬂiceqe‘x',cgpt the
L .- "single office ;of member./of :the General As-
" sembly.. Then what: reason. can there be for’

| th‘“exceptjon ?A B R A T TA
.. The argument.drawn fram the antiquity of
.- .the custom in this State has- no, weight with.

~:me, none at all.’;, Go back| to. the time when

o there:was an apprehension | thau certain. per-

. ", sons might exert an undue influence ; that.it

, -~ was neces§ary, for.instance, to.exclude Ogtho-
~"~W . licipriests: from ; positions jof political influ-

;.. 'ence; or the Catholic priests themselves were:
- afraid, that;the clergy.of the Church-of Eng-:

- --)and would havd,an undye influence .in po-
... litical affairs, : Iican easily understand. that
.. ;a compromise might. then |be ;made, between

..‘the Catholic.and . Protestant denominations,
B 'thnt-th@y-’womdjexcludg fa.i; priests together;
£ - ..and that in those days when each was fearful
yar - - of the fature, this. might have. been :incoe-.
57 AR K.’--‘;gom_t_ed .in -the-Constitation. .. It has:stood

. ~here until no we)l-balanced mind in the State
. *of Maryland has'any apprebension of priestly
.. influence, . If,.then, that,was:the original oc--
. casion for (he'ingertion.of such an article-jn,
~ "+ our,Constitution) and. the occasion has gone.
- . by:forever, theniwhy retain. that. which .was’
©.toe growth df. thia oceasion, Avhichyis @ blot,
" <, upon the State Constitution as it now stands,
~;and which'is unlike any|other Stats' Consti-.
. tution in that respect? . What hirm cau there:
~.come of {t? ' Has :there. been such a rish of
..-the clergy.for other, political offices. that e
- apptehend they 'will rush; for; this .and mo-.
' :nopolize the:balls of |egisiation ?, How many .
- s:clergy-are thers in the Stiie holding political
| roffice3, from.a pgstmastership ddwn?,, Not &,
/" bakerls, dozen ; perhaps pot.one.:: Howis, it
. - +'1.in other.States where thére is no such restric-,
- i-tion?. :Are their balls of;legislation overrun.
« -.with.clergymen ?.;;Mnchi:;a8 ‘1.

h;.a8 1, pride .myself;
-+ .;upon .the  legislature; of qu, State, I think

- '+; that the legislatures. of some,, of the.Siates,
B TR RSN, T G iy
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‘where this restriction is not found, will not

suffer, by comparison with our own. I there-

'we find 0o, reason_for. an. exclusion of,this

distinetion, extremely 8o, Who aré excliided, .
by:.yeur . Constitution, , fiom, your ; Legisla-

g

ture?,” First, ;ﬁ,oée'.hbldln{g certain civil’and

; ces.. Now, althotigh 'in’ somie of " -
its applications that is a hardship, still there -
18 some show of reason for it ; becauge & midn

‘military offices. . Now, al

appointéd 10 a civil or,iilitary offica gives an
implied pledge o the publié that e will de-

‘'vote his whole tiie, or. 80 much as is' neces- -
sary, 10, the fuithful discharge of: his duties. -

And to/accept another office might be incom-
patible with the proper dischiarge  of ° those

duties, and hé: would bé holding two' offices,
-and receiving two emoluments. at ihe. same

convicted felons; noone else. -, ", """ -]
< Me,DAnmy. . And.women, ;. "
- Mr. Stocxknainge.” Woren - have cértain
legal -rights, hut no, poli;igal,?rivilegé:.' ‘Bat
all men in fhe State are admimible 1
Legislatuve, . négroes, .convicted felons jand

time. .. Who elge are éxcliided 7, 'Negroeaadd

ministers,of . the -_gdapel ~excepted. A pretty -

row, certainly. 1 say, this, is 'a’ disgracs to
our legislation, gnd an outrage upon %:é.om-
mon sense of, the. community, and I'bope it
will be atricken out.of ourConstitution. ..,
. Mr. PuengrL. T can. B¢, no. reason why
[ninisters of thie goipel should. not_ otcupy
seats in the legislative halls, as'well as in’

Couvention. : Jt cannot be for want of ‘¢ulti-

vation ; it "cannot, I" apprehend, be for, the

want of /moral character, or for. want of lite-

iy ttaloments. Ttis a fact that that class
are better prepared in view of their qualifica-
tions than most any other class: that are sent-

to the:.vléglslatiié: halls;of ‘this State. - And I

think this large and influential :class of citi- |

2ens shoald b entitled ‘at.lonst to: tho’same
privileges and the sauie immunities with other
of the most favored citizens of the State. . .

. Besides that, it is &  matter which should -

be left exclusively; to.the constifuents, to the
‘people of the reéspective communities, to se-
lect and.choose their own agents, to,say in
their primary .éonven.ﬂonp-yvh%qh&l,l.bh who
shall not represent them.’ . And..they should
not be bound down'to aoy. particular class,

or to;any particular line in making their se-

lection:of thosa to legislate for them, . i: " .

.; Aud.I think, as hos been very properly re- -

‘marked here; this {8.an invidions distinction.

in t :
‘of the:laws by, which their:lives and

liberties are-controlled. ; Of course they must -
Aabide by any. legialation, or any: terms that -

uiny, be.imposed by, their agents who aresent
1o officlate in that capacity, =t i v, .
:—4249&
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fore say that jp reapoii; and éxpecience alike
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en; agaf, it i3 an invidiona and odions

saible 1r your -

They.aro precluded from: any.-participation
gp;lcgi_g}at{on;qf the State,.in.the pg.?si%e .
d ‘their

8 1n_t CapaCILY,, sty L
ifithis.evil is,efishstqtngop,dqnﬁl.chw '




