i Mr.-STOCKBRIDGE, :
o MeoMinger,” The,

- willsbe ba

-" . must repope trust

+ f . sumeintal
o felltordis
.~ restinguj

“++'Mr. CaawsERs:- iDoes the, gentlemay mean
~'to say-t0 ug'that not having one patticle of
- aathority, {n order.to ayoid an inconvenience, :
.- we should a ume-the power-of acting.... I put:

- the question :. Are we-not usurping the power:
. of ithe General- Guvernment?. ;. Will the gen-
- tleman.deny 7 ek w e D,
s Mr.. STocksriDas, . [in his seat.] .1 do
deny it._,L: et -, L ) .

+ LMr. Cudwnens; - We have taken. the oath |

- to support the Constitution. ;| We owe.allegj-
arce.to this Government, - the best, on earth;
" worthy of all commendation, as ;1. deem it to.
‘be.:. Yet we ara to.usurp & powver tXpressiy

- taken.away from ug, and without a _pretence

~of right. ]I think it is veiy|iikeiy” that the
- Legislature will be ir session and provido for
- this, ease,!l:t‘ vo, there will be no difficulty at

- all. - But_anything. in preferenca to usurpa-
*‘tion, - I want. an . answer .to .the ‘question :
Ham‘? we a.tny authqrity. to act upon- the sub-.
, ject e 11_. B '.‘ .. ‘,1;:'_;:‘-_.;,'”‘1 ;\.E \“"'J,'.;':‘ AT Y
5 Mr. Migger. - T do not. want to prolong the
o ‘discussioqj but I wish to reply.to the gentle-
‘man from|Baltimore: city (Mr. Stockbridge)

- " -who placed ,the ‘argument ‘entirely: upon the
~ .8l positipp;that.the Legiglature of .the State

- will_fuil 'to -carry. out. its obligations under
‘the Constitution of the Unitegl,-gn' ates., .l
E: his seat.]: Not'at all,
: " The, Legislature,of the State,
- whichywill meet under. this ;new Qonstitption
" on - the. first Wednesday . of, {Janhary, 1865,

: ‘ ud, if- they. regard the: proyisions.
. of the, Constitution -of .:the: TUnifed . Stutes; to

. fix-& time t which membera of Congressghall

~ be elected.].: In eyery form of government we .
and confidence. somewhere,
. We.are not tp act on the assumption: that the
. Legislaturp will fuil to diachargs,ifs constitu:
~tiona} duty. . I think that is an angwer to the

- pbjection itha at the:next long session of Gon-

_.gress - Moryland will \be, unrepresented..;; If
- ' the 'Legislature to:be elected. next fall does its.
=~ duty, the first thing;it will-do will be to pass
. a-law: fixing.the day:on which’ mpmbers. of
- Oongress ghall:be- elected. . This:Constitution.

~comes;in|and. changes .entirely.all, existing

- “laws.on.the subject..;; It-sweepsithem away,.
.- * The; Bill, of .Rights isays. that. every :lgw we'
" “have adopted.inconsistent. with the provisions.
" of:thig Cdnstitution, .is null ;and - void. .. We
., come:in: here now: and. make an entire change
- with.regard to the, period. at whicl we, haye,
-/ been-electing: our Legislatare annually, under
.- Ahe-existipg Constitution. . W.e, are .10 -have
-/, -snother election: thig.fall.. . Andthe Legisla-
- gure,willimnke provision, for the; election, of
-+ members:
' ,dut" ‘v-\'%‘_ P eri Bore iain ,xffk':v: f{*‘,.“:,,",'»‘::.f_-;\f-,;' Q. wed
i i Mr. BracesriDgE..« The gentleman entirely’
. -misapprehends, my positjon.i:.1- did, not as-
thatithe.coming Legislature, woulc
barge its duty. .. There,is no.duty:
on it with refexence,to this subject,

i The time
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|
}

[ '? : .‘, ‘_.. . .
SR

E}: Congress, if: they  discharge their,

1 of the

hao-alfeady.beew, Sed. by-tho Jav |

every Legislature shall’ re-adjust
‘pose ,the: /

tetain: the “dny .they, haye fixed, and"do-not
choose to'modify jt. ‘They violate no obliga-
tipn whatever.”: We' are ~not''authorized  to

‘sasuino that, thiey” will make any ‘change in

the day now: fixed by the law, ;=0\ -
+ Mr, . Trouas, 1 am-opposed {4’ the"pro-
given by thie glutleman fromi Prince Geolr(ges
(Mr. “Clarke) and the gentleman' from’Kent
Mr.: Obambers, ) .belleving it to be:a’plain - -
violation .of “the Conatitution :of: the: United -

States. . To obvlate' the difficalty; ['do:mot .~

gee'why ‘we should have the, first cléetion for |

génators and delegates under the' new Con- .
stitution next fall.'" Why not have'that elec - -

tion 'in’. Novembet, 1865 ;.and "thefi'we can
put ina
providp
séntatives fromthia State in.the Qor
the United ‘States shall be hield on the same -

by “law. that - the_electionof - repre--

day ‘with the eléction df representatives ‘and - e

senators ‘for. the. General Assembly, . “That. -
‘will: 'meet - the: views bath of 'the’gentleman ' -

froni’ Prinice George's, ‘nnd the gentlemen ol -

gur side.. . Then’ put in. a: provision into’ the
Codsti
next'Winter, and shall be convened in- gessio
next winter, and,, continue in sedsion as, pro-
vided; for in th

thirik that obviates

iwhen' the. propér time comes I' Will ;propioss . :
i 3 ..‘.“. l~

an‘amendment, 10 thateffect. . -

As to mentio

league; by referring’ tt
tion, 2; hr_t.i’c_lqrfl,,z{og,? ons
United States, :We shall ses"that it provides: -
' When, ¥acancies happen

. t . 1ot

:the ‘vacanoy.’

‘guch vacancies.”’:' .-

) ‘;F»:Tbecong. » A bt Ry
not, provide;hdw, he,shall ‘make, these r

08, or anything about it ; butif the

titation of the. Unifed: Sateddoes

tlons,.0
iy, unrepresented
‘haye's representition. '
;‘Mr, Cuatige. . 1: sppposa,l

ents if they'sés, fi¢; and being a memberof -

gard,
that th

i

e glection. of State officéra'should come

at & diffrent; period  from, the Presidential -
lection. - It shouldbe held on the odd years; "

in, 1885, &c;, Bo,that when" we Yole for State
9!1100!&.?10:-.@9&,@:91@,
%ﬁﬂ%aqleg;i: nd not b

vapped off. for _somg minor’, office.
F?m;f mg.mfen the ‘gentléman’s; pfopos
to make tha State election next year.: .
M. SomLpr. :/In this committes' which

..

State.. Does the Constitution say that .
ature shall’ fe-adjust that? Sap- . - -
Legistature in its wisdom ‘prefer'to -

posed . change fn this section, for the reason .- .

‘rovidion that ‘the Legislatire shall .
this State in the Congress. of . )

dstitation:that the sénatbrs’and delegates - -
already eleéte'd{'sha’ll"éq'dtiﬁuq"i,n?.‘dtilit';g}p;gi}’_ S
ession . -

e 6th sectionof. thia articla. ", [ ' -
itk § the’ difficulties, and’will ;
fix this’ matter just as ;'it."ought,,to; bes‘and - -

ntioned b7 my colx
to the’ 4th'clause of .séo- - -
the’ Constitutipn "of the = -

: “in the répresen-
Aation from nhy Statg, the execative puthority . -
theréof ‘shall fssue writs of election ) fll,up -

equigi: "
) but if the State - - .-
it ia providedthat we moy

| Mr, Cuaie. . 1" snpposi.that {Ho. wajority - -~
of ;the Convgntion . may maky' such ‘amend®

thi’ Legislajure,’ 1 do. not know “that ft1s - . -
‘proper; for, mq to make any guggestioninre . °
o it; but T wish Yo say that'L prefee " . . =

.for,’ them ‘upon” State - - .

t, have the Presidency = .
nor’ office.”, L'shall . .
ition, -



