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.. /" them; ‘o-mike a’govertiment for thé State
S of Maryland, Svhic,g ‘shall ‘protect. our prop-'
~wo 0 lerly, ' and protectiua in | our” persons; and,
7 inalljthe rights” which: we [claim’ urider. the'
v -Government.' Task whether, “on. reflection;:
20T thiey think thelr time I8 well employed inithis
.1 exhibition’ of pattiotiswm, ;'rather than’im thie,
1 )égltimate exetution’of, the. ‘duties which the;
" .~'people deniand at’their hauds ;” whether, and’
. - epecially T'dsk if, when Beat here to framea
..~ government for thé security of ‘our property,
-7 they can feel juatified T taking'it from us." -
“it sl thioke " the: pottion | o, the” Convention
-1t - which lins been'so indulgent a8 ;1o allow.mo’
370 «hys mich time to eXpress iny Vlews, .
© . UMr)'Srintive.” Daring ‘the ‘courseof  this’
- ..~ . debate 1 hesitated'some time whether I'should.
.- 3.sabmit any remarks. whatéver to" the consid-
. ération’of -the Convention, 1 have been very,
.~ .{-anxigus that'this débate ‘should ‘close within'
. " @, reasonable “period.” The'continued laborg

[

..U . " of this Convention, at this season of the year,
-, Ead. become 80 irksome to all; nnd 80 contrat

"h7r, . to the expectation’of the people, for I'think.
o ;_;‘.s,péﬁg]é“h'pbn‘,both'sidéshaydbeed’ﬂisgppqlqtgd
‘. at the long-continued s¢ssion of this Conven-.

" tion} that 1 had alinost come to_th, conclu-
-, ‘sloninot fo, say -a  word :upon ‘this” subject.
.- But upqn’ further reflection,|and. particularly

1.7 1 bave thought proper,'at this stage of the
i 1o debate briefly to éxplain my, views’; and'l
..+, hope|I shall be able .to contlude” within’ the
.+ jr . time fixed by the order of the House for' taking
eivote, <1 e e
U Tnl discising’. this. question; withiout ‘any.
.- “disrespett to that sacred book 80 often quoted

~’in'this Conyention, I intend'in these femarks:
. tolay.it entirely asidé,'I|shall, not nnder-

=" take'to'prove or;to disprove. that the Bible |’

'* . shnctionsor does not sanction 8'avery. Tsball

"1 notunderlakato provoor lisprove thiat depeh:
0 dently dpon thie Bible, or independently of the
-+ " Bible, the institution of slavery,is’or isnot s

8o far 88 I i conceraed, 1 have never

-

. ‘regarded it ag’ainful, T 6 not regard it Eo
. pow, adad indlviddal. fact! . ANl T ‘hdve'to
+ ¢ . say upon.that aubject is thatitueither proves,
v . mor disprovea the material facts thatare con--
~ 7% ained in the matters before this Convehtion!
N We'all Know' that in, differént’ periods’ of
C o the world, whet has “been justifiable’at oné
© 7, timg becomes unjugiifiable’ai anotber. : What
- 38 right ul ono time becomies wrong atanother.
" Yonmay,talk ‘ga ‘much as;you. pleasé about
© i s ghe immutable; principles of riglit; but all
. ;o . istory, sacred .‘énd*%rof,dne;;hqi the éxpéri-
113" - dnce of nu proves that what s right at some
.- timesis not right;at othérs.. . We huve;only
Yo refér, not to, the sacred ‘scriptures necessa-
“rily, but o the‘:?é—fi?fi;tb.;wbiéh the early part
- of . the scriptural record relates, to show.that
. the marriage of, the'nearest, connections, aven
children of, the same father ‘and mother, 'has.
~-been’ permitted under the sanction-of thé 8ys-.
““tem’'of religion thiat prevailed at'that time.

“Wht “ia’ the institution of slavefy; as It
‘tiéars upoi the question of morals? Tt occoplen
the suime position’ns every otlier institution:"I¢ -
takes iig position'in every sge'of the world;ned

—r—r—

tend” to eny ‘that’any’great ‘ruler or moral -

ciple that the'effict of despotio-Tule over ‘the -
populdtion subjected 'to it is contraryto the -
‘moral'law ?* Yet 'there ‘is not ‘now’ a"singlé -
citizen Here or'elsewhere ‘under our’form*of =
‘government; who'doés not believe that'siich ™
despotic forms of government are' in theirna- -
ture'contrary to human ‘rights; ‘arid ought
ba'Hs

.

! _sr'egdil y a8 ‘practicable removed. . -
““The'in

stitution of slavery -takes its stand,’
tharacter, upon’the same bagis ‘with other pe-
caliar institutions, despoticin their character,”

_iﬁft'm'vllj’jl?tiﬁ;:;d‘tigﬁ',"or*'y'm'n:t ‘of moral” justifi-
catlon, ‘il the cliaracter of the ‘age in -which . °
gt*qf;ats‘ ‘and - claims ‘a iright to 'perpetoate
tgelf, oo o e D S
“*What:is the institution of-.slavery" to-day 2
tuke  upon’.one branch ‘of, the ‘subject, pre-
"cisaly the view the” gentleman from Somerset

atitutiof of alavery to be the corner-sions of

itits rebeilioki> I believe it to be the ciuse'of -
this war. * T'believe’ it~ to'be the cause:of all - -
the‘trouble ' in ‘this’ State.’'"And ‘3o far as’it

"

dérations, 'sn-emanclpationist, "' -

cpbsi

menn’to’say that these'nre’the. considerations .-
1o this subject. ' “Like'everybody ‘else; 1 stip-

inature’ period of it, a“'god

the joatitition'in ‘& variety iof ways; aod &t

I'maade ip’ iy ind  that the ‘cxistaics,bf
slavery was idcompatible’ with’ the/godd 'of- -
aod vei Witk the ‘safoty""of wyself ‘andfny
friends i the'advocacy. of ‘those prit)clgles'i':" Lo

g In soclety, wiiich T Hod'bat dimly
hended:: -1 fdtind that thosé who'stood:

I
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cdrding o' thie circumstances’thal sarround it =
in thatage of the world.": Does any ‘maun'pré- -

teacher ‘ever. yndertook 1o establisly the: prin~ .- -

like Any: “other institution' temporal“in ‘its

which have been swept’away’; ‘and fnds-its -

In'this respect; 1 wish to’say" frankly 'that I - - -

' ;- “upon the solicitation of some, of my friends; | (Mr. Denais) charged upon® us as one of ‘the - L

motives of ‘this movement. I bélieve fhein= o

may relats ‘to/my~ own personal Views and -
opinions upon' thav subject,{t jd this partica= =
lat thing which has'made me first, aboveall

_Ldo'bidienn to say thére oro ot other
conéiderations which:may be higher;but I =

‘which have prévailed opon my mifd ifregard

Pose, 1 bave nndergone miny ‘changes: Toer~ -
‘tainly’ was, at-one time'in my life,' not’a very . .
: \ “deal’iof a¥pras

glavery:man, " I'have ‘been’'connected “with

that period, its effects had'not ‘been {mpreseed . . '
‘upoi my, mind, "But from the, very moment . -
thig rebellion -progressed ‘suffidiently. 16" be =~
deen’and ‘félt, nd particularly'in ‘this Stite, -~

A58 country, and with'the assertion’of thois
‘political principles'to 'which” I \as'attdched, -

" T'récollect perfectly well it when'the'first -
‘ouitburit took 'placa o’ thelcity™of Baltimigrs - |
in regard to_ thia’ pebelliéh—1'do’ hot"medn
‘particalarly the cade of the'loth of AprlZit -
developed: to’my mind & 8t18of 'public feel~ = "’
Hppre-
around- '



