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- ofthe State name, i L B
. w.And, firstly ;in :discussing-the: proposed
- -artiole 1:recognize.the fact that we have to

- -deal ;with the real issuesof the:present, and.

- the-coming : events: and' changes :already.

- .~ -foreshadowed ‘in the:future,: -Itis; Mr, Pre-
-~ .:sident, an;idle task :to:'be :looking:back at,
- ‘the obsalete; issues  of ‘the;past... Let..the,
. ‘dead:bury: their.own dead.:- Act.up’ to.the'
.- -demands of the living issues of:the present.
. swi:In representing in part, as I.do; thelargest

~ ‘slave-holding’ county. in'the. BState.of -Ma=

- ~ryland; T-am :not: here as-a '/ champion -of
.- slayery, as'an element of* political power;”:

. but:1-trust-that-in the:views J.am about to

.- ‘express, I. will- be true’-to -those ‘principles
~-.which'are the basis of all.our rights of pro-’

. -in'the State, -:And.it:does sh 'k
* amemwho have béen:well. knovi‘as:thie firm

. iriends of the Constitution—nen - who voted

- .“to:place tho'présent articlein our State Con-
- titution prohibiting : the - Legislature-fror
- :passing any law abolishing the- relation of

... ;about 'in ‘false:cplors;.
 “with imilated Rt
. ¢lothing;or sheep in W
iy Mr. :President,:: T cannot ¢
-~ apect for the opinions; and senti
.. -avowed by many. Ma | ‘T
" corties, this sudden‘icon yersion? .
* - 'sion which/mowpronoyinc a
(Which boly.-a, year Gr\.two ago wars. the

- elthier withstlie'section’of {bigoted dotards”
- -or4'shallow: and:reckless empirics,” >t is’

Ty, purpoes;-conceding that :insome;:form,

" “the'majority.of this Convention have préde-

.termined to-abolish:the legnl  status "of e~

- :graslavéry.ir the Btate; o inguire howit can
. “it:be done:on:sound addistatesmanlike prin~

~Ciples, whicli' will: secure, tlie’ rights of all

~ " and.léavemn blot.uponour . State ‘Listory,

- ‘engraven'so,deep that, time will never efface

“the atain, nor-repentanoe. restore the: purity’

N <perty;, andwhich the great and:good: men of

. the.State andthe country have snnounced
- “asunchanging—notyesterday tobe affirmed.
- ==to-day.to:be denied and denounced, ! -
+ i Blavery;as.an “element of political pow-,
-~ -er,” hat never.béen made the basis of popular
- “agitation in Maryland prior t6'the candida®

til:that:time thore was tio-anti-slavery party.

jshock me.to hear

‘masterand slave—inen who'cringed toand:

fawned :and “flattéred |all who: were' pro-
. :slavéry, now.not-only; change their opiniotis
L ;-E‘gofesséd_lyg‘;f-ffot this is| allotoable—but. they.

. rhave theeffrantery to gvow.
- “been iemnncipationists, for: years—nay,: all.
.- «their- lives; = They - haye ‘certainly “moved.

vow that they have

isguised ‘robes' and:
3 wolves in-sheeps”
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cheight-of “Ireason,"to be the purest test of
loyalty'and the highest standard-of ‘exalted
-Egltnriotism‘.'v +'Pardon ‘us; gentlemen; if after
-being: indoctrinatéd ‘by: you as chief rulers
int'the Synagogus of the’ Unijon': with ‘such.
ijust principles; we liave not 80 soon.desert~
‘ed the - maxims of our Guinaliels;and do not-
%0 readily chime i with: you in your plat-
‘dits aud ‘advocaoy'of'a Policy yon'sorecent-
‘1y:taught 18 was'*‘treason,” and destiuctive
‘of ,a]liu‘pe’bf -a-reconstructed ‘and gloriiius

| Onion, . When' the 48d section. -of article

‘second: ofi the Constitution of the State' was
‘Teported 'in”the ‘Constittitional Conventioh
:which! framed otir present organic’law, no

yoics was raised apainstit.* 1t was adopted
-unanimously.: - Joutnal ‘of: theMiryland

vention'yol."1, page 160. “Blavery.was not
then’considered  such::a ‘curse; nor.- did -ils
-perpetuity-in-the State then; in the.opinion
of :certain' gentlemen' nowhigh “iri" ‘pubiic -

'}iositionsj'epdangéxf,thq'f permanency of ‘our
‘form‘of ..govérpment::-: And- the “journal
-shows that upon'the same ‘day: when :this
‘clause was adoptod ‘Gdvernor Hicks, Shri-
-ver, Fiery ‘and others, whoare now the ear-

‘nest advocates-of ‘.emancipation ‘were pre-

-sent;'t:: In this; same’ venerable building
where we are now gathered, Governor Brad-
ford only'a little-more than two years ago
in-discussing - the : “guarantees ‘of national -
‘success,” expressed but' ““oné apprehension -
‘that‘could:cause a"doubt:”: 'He says: “Itis -
‘not 8o' much the fear of any, assistonice that
-seceasion ia: likely: to 'receive'from* abroad,
‘nor’ thé'nid and 'comfort:which treason’ at
‘home ' may conyey to it, 48 the piwssibility of
‘B treason far- more potent for mischiet, and -
-which; if not suppressed;iis* calculated: ‘to
- i‘nﬂiot;.‘ur_qn:the "cause’of - thie' Union the se~
‘verest blow it has yet'éncountered. -Irefer,
-of courss; to'that'emancipation-policy lat
‘ly:thrust g0 unexpeotedly on’popularatten
tion,” * Contrast: his message’ to t,bet;;as‘z
General Assembly  in swhich 'the Governor
ccannot - omit” allusion:' to" tiie ‘question : of
-emancipation lést 'it ‘might appear lika'an
'indifference:which ‘heis’ far’:fromnfeeling.
He says (page28) “I have the less reagon
for withholding ary such:opidion as'it has-
undergone ho.change, and is‘such as I have -
frequently heretofore'expressed, 1 believe -

ini ‘rg- | to-day;-as [:have done for yedrs; that if we
ow;|-had: long. ago “provided :for'/the" gradual

-emancipation of ‘the slaves of ‘the: State; we
_ahtiulg&:powfi).e',fhsﬁlreg‘&,rds:}ﬂll't,be’_ material ; -
-elementsof

> . D

“vance of ‘our, present ' position.”: - -
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‘State-Convention p. 281, Débutes of Con-

public: proéperity, fat-in'ad-.




