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. #iond of the will of 1 ¢
- ought nnt:to be: prestimed to;part.with rights

. propet_ty."\,.‘ Al ko s e
- ‘Mr. CusHwa.":[|rise. to_speak upan!this.

. of ta¥ 4nd feathers;
“sent’ his'soul to-his:God:

of 1he people;,.: The ‘people

so_vital ‘to’ their .security,.and well-being;
without very strong and, direct-expressions

- of :such.:intention. We':know’ of np - cise
* where!a legislativa act can transfer theprop-

. ertyrof A to Byhas eyeribeen held a cunstis.
- tutiona] exercise of :legislative power, iu iny

- State of this.Unjau: . On.the.contrary,, it hus
. been constantly. resisted a8.inconsfstent with

- just’principlés by every judicinl’tribupal in

which it <has been: attempted. ito -be enforced.

-4 Judge:Btory.(3Com. 267) says, :it. scems
10 bethe general opinion, fortified by a strong
- © -carrentof judicial authority, that:since the

American.. Revolution, no Staie .Government

' can be presumed’ to possess the transcendental

govereignty, 1o lhlgg ‘away -vested rights:af

.....

) qugject,f;in_aqud .ag.it.is -impottant in,thé
. minds ‘of the canstituency .which’ sent me

here; ‘mot claiming more ithan, the: gentle-

‘may from: St Mary's, (Mr.. Billingsley;):that

my:lipshve been touched :by, any. copl from

. tbealtar,-butknuwing that my{voite, hows

ever: weaki {ndividuglly:it may be,/is .but the

- distant eche of the mormur.of-the thousands

- that aré behind'me inj the city which gent .me
- hert ;' Knowing that howerer. eleyated, how-
- éver pure;howevir éducated may.be thecon-
- gtitaenoy which sent.ithe gentlemen here,: the

one that I have:the honor:to:represent. isint

- léastequal to it. ;However those who.rise upon
.- . thisifloor to advocste! the immediate emaudi-

pition:of: the negraes in:the .State of :Mary~
Jand muy:be said by':the gertiémnn to iutro-
duceiliere new .docirines; howeverthey. may

©. . be'Baid to'be'the :doctrines of men not born
_ . uponthe: 8oil::of :Maryland,.which:1 do.not.

- -eee’is. any nrgumedt sgainat:the viewsthat

.~ ..may be.advanced by; 1hem, l-take:issue with
- him upon the statement as a-question.of fact.

-~*;\Luther 3drtin, protesied ; sirongly. before

- the Legisluture  of »AMuaryland;: sgainst . the

adoption 0f the present Federal! Constitution
because’ it” allowed - slayery ;. -perhaps :.theé

o atfongest: remongtrance, that -has ever : been

made - against the ipassage of any. law,:in

~ terms go strong thit 1 much doubtifiany.gen:

. .tléman upon:the ficor:of this Convention: ad<

-~ vocating: similar views: will -eay. anything
©nwearly go.strong. ! And -Mr. Jefferson i hus

used: Janguageiwhich,. if..utteted ;thrde ;years
ago, at the tinie tqfwilicb~'&hg gentleman from

| - 8t.Mary's:county :nlluded, would uhdve sent

him'irom: the-city’of ‘Annapolia with'a coat
aind.{possibly would have

4
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- Fronx the first setilemen

From the first setilement; of Marsland un-
til now:she his trayuiled and groaned:under

. this isocial, .politicaly: apd’.moral cyrse. of
" slavery s :abd’ ito-ddy : 1ves
- her’peoplé have assembled’in’ Convention o

Ao-ddyithe’ represéntatives of
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+ any general grant of legislative anthority; or

R ongmzgt&;.ba';mfued':rrom 2y general expres-

utter a..voice ;of freedom, .t0 echo the tanes
of . the:.Almighty, to bid the:. oppressed
go free. .. In:the firatdays of our history thers
were:many warnisg. voices utterpd .wjith re-
ference:to.the :very. question.which.is befose
us-td-days® ‘Whea America :broke the bopds
‘with.which ithe oppressor.beyond the sea bad
bound her; when:she sany .the song:.of lib-
erty and:declared that. all: people were born
free and equil, becyuse that out of one blood
God did,muke all natians of men forito dwell
-uponithe fuce ufthe wholacarth,whensbe made
that Declaration of: Jndependence, there was
initheé minds of..the.framers of that jvstru<
-menta firm convistion; that the generationdn
which they lived:swould see tbe end, of slavery,
They scted.up.to.the best light of the uge.in
which -they lived.:.:The:Constitution . of ithe
conniry.is-due to them,.and.in .my mind.is
a- monument more lasting .than  bedss; for

| though: it-has stood for so: many yeass we

here to-diy can find but.twp or three.thiogs
wherein .iwe. difer :from .it, afters 1an - experi=
ence.ol;the working of-the government under
that...Constitution , for. some:; seventy-four
FOATB. . iva. it Lt e e A e
... Their, ideas. of the extinction. ;of .slavery
bave not been realized. Contrary-to all their
expectgtionsslavery.becnme first .prafitable,
then, respettable, then;powerful, ¥ntil finally
-it: becarwe the,fundamental .ariicle jn.our po-
‘litical - and -religious . creeds.. :It, progressed
until in: politics .there was mo,voice,.1n:geli-
gion. there ;wus. no. church,.in .sqciety:there
was no:recognition for.tbat. monstrosity-.of
Gud’s creation, an anti-slavery.mao,.un abp-
litippist, - .All. terms: of shame,.a]} .texms.of
“blame, all apathemas, of reproach, divine and
-human,-paled before that.pre:eminsnt apithet
of scornmund.contempt—an abolitiogist. ..
... It 'tinally ‘destroyed. even. freq speech.in
Ahis State. . :Meu-.no longer..dared:utier .the
sentitbentsi-baldly. .maintained by their fu-
thers. {.Men.no looger - dared .uster forth:the
words et 1he Revolutiop, unless: they made
sure .as.-Holy: Writ that slavery,.wasonot
me:nt:in the.-words they: used.. Slavery pro-
‘duced it legitimate effects..in every, sphere. of
life.’ The:soil;was warn.out by.careless, .un-
willing culture. Manufictures:wereneglepted;
{or under:slavery,-labor,«wusin l;?mg of res
proach!, Education was.neglected, for jearn-
| ing. made abolitipnists: :The fuctithat.ugder
the influence of the inatiluiion of glavery lu-
bor:has:Leen s disgrace gcaonat {be deoied,
The.very ‘term.thut:we find ; to-day,. the fu-
vorite , term ‘uf', tontempt; throughout, the
slaveholding: States; is-the ** mudsills ”'; of the
North, referringito our:laboring men, oue.of
whom, to,day ocoupies’.the ‘position of :Chief
-Muagistrate.of sthe: United States. -1 have ops
‘known, with allithe: boasted: aid £0: poorimen
in’ theSouth;, of, ouejlaboring wan in all;the
Presidents:that’ the -South; has given! ta.qnr
counteyi—=not - one whoj wasiorigitally:s las

botiag man. . .- RN
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