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. duction. . Thoug
. geographical, divisi
" congtiluted & ligament.that bound the Union:
“ tagether, ;] gie ,
" sinpce;shonld everihave. occurred by.which’
. thig great cquntrﬁ;as been severed, < 7,

- refuge.. -But do
~'am,an- Americai, citizeo,".. protect you . in
7 When, :Aneas | was .summoned _into - the
- presence of queen,-Dido,:and 1old- her. of: the

‘ehce_' toi’-:thht'pa»rticp}t_\'r_ parly;: what ri ght, bad,

“you-ito ‘take.it.from: me? :l:want,you to

" - answer,me that.question. -‘Did;I, as aslave-
- owner, ever invade, the irights.of the North?
Look:at:the bistory: of ‘our own State.- Look.

at.the cnse- of,Gorsuch ; look - at. the case of

. Kennedy..:-Bud' pot. they.:a right to claim’
" their: sjaves,according-to the rights.guaran-
- teed them by the Consiitution.of .the United'

States? “ Whdt wag -the: result? +Will; any

- ‘member;of.,this; body .undertake: to tel} me

upder:;such.;circumstances. ag ;these, .that

" 'have not ;a':right’10:my; property in. slaces,.

~.and to; Frotect:tbai,riglnﬂ;; Is,it not a consti-:
-tutional. . ‘

“ tional right of my State, but a constitutional

" ‘right .guaranteed;to we by .the Counstitution ‘ ‘

‘ wi i ) service,. I do-not know tbat I should.com-

right? ;1t-is; not. o1y ;a-‘constitu-,

of the United.:States. ;- 1. iev vl
. In.my county it hag been said that a man

o -is not -ioyal who.is not willing to give up.
. his slaves.: If.youiare not for: the abalition.

of slavery, 1" cannot . tesiify -to your loyalty,

" and“do.not.care how many slaves you: may

have Jost. Herc arejthe extrémes... Every man:

" - knows.that 80 fur as regards.this Usion, no.
. man'ig:more devategd:toit'than.I was. . L'bad.
" been educnied tolack upon thiy governmeut

as the .uoblest: structure - that. the wisdom or:
the.genius of, may. had ever. devised.- "And I
gay 8\ill, sir, thaticould. it be administered in

‘the spirit of:.our fathers, the sun never shoue.
- on.80 ;blessed | allnnd... It possessed within:

itself all the:elements of greatngss; everything
that was.necessarny,. of .climnte, soil, -or'pro-
%iiwe-»bad our sectional or,

siung, :yct:these diversities

1y .regret: that any circum-.

:But what s thestateof thirigs now? What
was the cpse in.the ancient empire of Rome,

‘not In'the age of| christianity and eulighten-

ment?.: When Verres, who was a . preetor’in

- 'Sicily,;by his exactivns and, crimes: bad ren-

. . dered :himself ‘odiousto : the->icilians, and

- they brought their chi'ges agains} him, and,
he was arrnigned by Cicero—I. re-ollect véry

. well reading when I .was.a boy, that: beauti-,
. ful.exclamatign  pf Cicero's;in. his- oration

against . Verres,’, that .eyen .the declaration;
/1 ‘am"a ‘Roman, citiz¢n,” :could -not save
from :.the..scores jof the lictors.. How. is-it

" here?’ 'I:.staod’ here. 'An “American. citizen::
- What is the bonst of every heart and of.every.
- soul ;that. vibrated.:in :the-country ?: ., We
. ‘were in the habit of telling the down-trodden
~of other lands that this was tlie land offree-
~ dom,-that . this was the ssylum:for the op-

pressed, s desire\l haven: ot 1est, a home, a
‘the exclamation now, ‘1.

your rights i f| -

11

dgsg;j_pﬁ?g-v__oﬁhiﬂ': ‘country in.the sacking of
I g T

Troy, he,could not have felt more poignantly
‘more.keenly than 1:do, when:I-have flooke«i
‘upon the, calamitiea ‘of, my country....l can
say-with. Aioeas,  Magna pars- fui,;though pot
a sufferer.to. the extent of mapy of.iny. people.
It you wish to see the realization 6f this:mad
‘scheme, g0 to my county, especially if.you
were ever. familiar: with . her history.; “There
you rcan “see :the footprinis..of - {esolation;
;men.reduced; from-affluence and luxury;.al-
‘most to beggary, bankrupt .ia fortune,. with-
‘out’ the.weans of educating theik .children,
.not because they have been digloyal, for I re-
'pudiate and-throw- back: with-contempt, the
.idea;of my people beiog'disloyal.:- ..~ .= -

;s 'Had they contented themeelves wnh?fd'rc'ing

into.the army those who were fit for military

‘plain’ upon- this:flootr.. But when they take

‘the aged, and .infirm; snd . helpless; fur noth-
Ang in:the:world but to support, but .to me.

,‘m_n,d,.mwa,e'oplc,inva_luable,‘,whe'n tbey induced
‘them-to leaye their masters and . rhistresses, I
eay that it is an outrage, and. I atm here-this
‘dny to'protest ugainst it,;-, What bave [ done

‘in".this.matter2.. I.-had -the:-honor, when a

‘member of:the Senate, to introduce a series of
‘resolutions:looking to the-correction of this
ev.l. By thecouriesy of:the Senate.the rules
were suspended, and a joint comnjittee of the
two.Houses was appointed 1o “wait upon, the
were done by his authority.: .
+[The hour- having

fell] oo oo P
.- On motion of Mr. Berry,.of Prin

-0 e George's,
the time was extended -for fifieen ibinutes. .
:Mr. BinuiNGsLEy  proceeded:...When 'that
‘series, of -resulutions reached. this~House, it
met with opposition.avd -was defestcd by one
vote. ' But I ,will do the President  the justice:
-upon 1his floor to.eay that 1 do pot believe -
thatit' he knew the exlent to-which those out-
rages were - carried,r-he “would "ever, have
countenanced it. . But'this has begn done by
‘the action-of the government. 1 .am .free to
:confcss and -candid 'enough to-acknowledge
that so far as slavery is cancerned, I look.
upon. it as practically dead. 'Bu¢ the differ-
-ence between ‘you,and me in that particular
'is 1bis:, I am willing. to admit .1hat it is
dead ; not dead though- by the a%tion of my
own State, -but dead by the action of . the
‘General Government...If .there is ever:a re-
‘turning ‘sense ‘of justice..in <the 'country, I
‘believe, a8 conscientiovsly as I believe I have.
n soul:to. be saved, that this government if
able,: will' pay. me. for it.. But.you. liberate
the slaves, .you who'have control: overit,
because it ‘is_an insiitution; which ;you .bave,
the right.to contro}, and-what right-bave you
to.go to the;General;Government and. de-
mand compensation ? - See the injustice that;
you:-a1e doing. . 1.would: rather. have no
pledge upon: the, fuce of: the. earth 'this, day-
fap‘d’; jrust :to .the General! Government, than .
SRR I ot ' '
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