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-  . f . * they-are indubitable. :*Some*

R Maryland - upon the subjéct'of. slaver

| Phg:North ing
/} -~/ sisted:on baving prot

- 90;0003 but it wasinearly a full vote.” " ¢
:you ‘take Intq’:consideration 'that:Maryland;"
i - ddring her'existence asa‘proprietary govern:
- meot under Great Britain, during her exist-
|- -enceas: &: free}‘Bovéreign jand ;independent
| Btatefrom'1776 down to1862, had preserved
|+ +Intact this institution:of Slavery, and had:by
-1 legislative 'dnd.by. Constitutional provision
- | - protected that propeérty, you:cannot conclude
- " \thatia the year:1864, with 83,000 in'favor of

/i " emaucipation; w8’ they term: it,sthat:it'is'the
.| settled’ policy|of : the-State jof Maryland;: for
+1. - there is ' more~than ‘a' majority: who'have not.

|7 yoted “upon: the ‘subject.’"We voled :in-St.

©~ Mary's :connty';>for we ‘are ‘not a sort:of
" pedpla who Will-try:experiments; but it was

- "‘not:the casé* everywhere.": In'Ba\i mort
"1 . there but 76 votescast againstithe Convens
o tiony Tt tis true iwe had' in'Stli Mary’s the
.1 military present at”all“the polls;: but I will
| do’them the’ justics' o say ¢ at they: did not
with | any. ‘of - our'rights;/and’ al-
- “though there was nothinglike &' far express
| - .sioniof the public’ sentiment, in consequence
" of'the timid afid weak-kneed'not coming out;
|7 yet-we castie ‘vote against this Con-
- vention. S ORI A
| it The arg T adduce with e
- < gard'to thig-brarch of:the subject is, ‘that so
*." far'as our:rights to’ our slaves are concerned,
X h'avef.coptenQe(i
hence ‘did "we
7, Bir, - that we de-
natitution  of “the

<4

©.1 * ibat'we have mo’ right
1. " derive: those rights?: I sa
1. " rived'-them $rom:the’ Co

o . “United Stites; not!from: the' Constitution of

"'t ‘"the State dlone; but from'{lie Constitutioh of
1+ the-United! States,  which |I:-will.. preséntly
i show, :and:quote'Bome authority on’'the sub-
-7 ject,’.is”just as: conclusive on !the stat ._'p;‘
: n
"' I'would-say furthér that ‘this ‘Union' woild
" ".*n'evEt'ligve" peen formed unless this'right'had
" beén ‘admit{éd.: T ghall read from * Section
- Controversies '’ by Fowler:l " %o
" " 14 Okapter 3.'i The; Conatitutiénal. Cotivention
b e 8till- sectional -difficulties arose’ in:that
! body, which witl' bthiérs inberent inithe sub-
.. 71 jects under consideration,’ ihreatened its dis-
- |- solution before-they had 'accomplished ‘the
|, 'object for which ‘trey"came together. ' These
- “subjects i were—1.” Navigation—2. " Slavery,
| th inilsted ouhaving protection for
. their-property in ‘commerce. :The: South in<
heir proper

. 4 onvmenr Morris; 'of Pennsylvadia; wish
| to have thé'whiole subject committed; includ-
12 ing'the clause! iglp._gin%'tol'navigstiqp‘gac'm_‘—"-f
- *'these‘'thingy, iamely, the slave trade, fo'which

=+ gomne’ of the Northi was opposed; ‘and ‘ihe
' pavigation aot withouts restrictiod, to'Which’
- thei8outh was opposed;- mayform'a basgain

;"I between the Northern'antl:Soathern States:
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.- population of] Maryland: which" conslsts " of

| Are! not thiese ‘facta’ conclusive? " When

timore' tity |
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1" and ot byl vote of 30,000 of the .voting [} 4The' committed/to fhom was referred the

Eubject of :the "¢ bargain,’ reported: “Atigust
24th; /1787, In’%fayor ‘of ‘ot~ allowing Tthe
legislature : to prohibit.‘the ‘importation:: of
slayes beforé 1800, but.giving them power to
impose a duty at & Fate not-exceeding’ the .
nverage of -other Impor{d.i [I' " “ix e s
1., Qeneral | Pinckney, August  26th, moved.
to -strike -out “1800 ‘and insert~1808." Mr. '
Gorbam; of . Massachudatts, secondéd: the mo- "
tion: Tt’ was.then ‘passed‘in"the affirmative—
New Hampshire, Masanchuietts, Conuestitut,
Maryland, North!Oarolinn; and. South Caro-
lina " voting. for'.it /in the ‘affirmative;:!(6}
New *Jersey, - Peniisylvania,..Delaware, "and
Virginia in:the negative, (4.): 1t -Wnsj_t':p‘a!ly‘
agreed mem. con. to make the clauseread ‘ but
a tax-or-duty may+be' imposed . on''such im-
portations not exceeding 'ten @ollars for each
person.’ .o g o e
. ¢¢The spirit of the committes'that reported
‘the terms of the foregoing: ! bargain,’ may-be .
“understood from’ the following .etatement of

‘Luther:Martio, one ‘of théir numbers.”; They -

‘méet’and-took under.consideration the'subjects -
committed’-to:.them, ' I . found'ithe " Edstern

Statés; notwithstanding their averaion to,slav-
‘ery;’ were very. willlog to- indulge . the South-
ern States: with-at least-a temporary liberty to-

r'| prodecuté-thie slave trade; provided the'Souths

ern'States would “in-their tarn, i gratify'them
by laying norestriction’on navigation :dets,
-and after a:very little:tima ithe committes.by -
a large majority agreed on’ the:report:’’ "™ -
' Under that:bargain' I claim~that T have's -
right' to, myslaves ;I '¢laim’thaty we had-d
right until 1808 to’ import, slavés; 'I ‘claim
‘that' my :property .was' protected:underit;
‘and; further, that fugitive slave bills, in con<
'so'tTgpe' ‘with’the spirit ‘of compromise and
péittiotism, and good will, were ‘passedin
_order:to*protect my slaves and ‘the ‘slaves of
‘the:South'in thelr egress to the North.' :Until |
1808 there was no interference with rgggtrd 10
this quiestion:by-the North.: I’ therefore say"
that I have:this  property. as a vested right;

/| and that you have no constitutional ‘right to

. .

‘deprive ms of;it-without' at"least compensa~

tion;-and’1 am batdly willing:
power even td do thaty ® ¢ ¢ o il
7“The Constitution wag passed in"1787 and
‘what " has . been ' thé ‘policy 'of the State" of:
Marylend. up:to’ 1851, when; the" Conaita-
'tional'/Convention® assembled :in":this”¢ity? -
Evén anteriort0/ths provision:;ia’ the Consti-
tution “of :the: State of Maryland;*the’ Legis--

/grantthe-

| latare of Maryland: passed ‘an' inct ‘that 'you'
.| should not intérfere with alavey:

abionld x | except’ by
-the':unanimous: consent:of "the’ Legislature.

‘No one:will deny that <" It is on’your statute -
‘book.* ‘Anterior 0?1851, when"this' Consti-
tational,Qufivention asserhbléd " and ineSrpo-
-Tuted ras:-one’ of i thelr|iprovisions “thatshe
.Legislature:should-ubtinterfere:withithe éx<:

‘isting i relations - of - master !'und: :slnve,>:the’

Legiiture pused-a staiats thak you soald

‘|




