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. nulled’ and ebroga
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~_:thoeeacts of usurpation and aggression;
Lt complete ‘th »'work‘of‘demohﬂon B0 a.u-
) epicionely begu by :

-~ Border States.
© " '~ation:and: kno ledge:Jéad me f0 such & cons

- command. ' This-policy:could have been:ad~
- hered:toj or upo -the 1ssding und enforcement

_‘ wrongdoer. - ,{ ' } Fedeml Govem-

- ment;i by> persi,tent' andnnnwarrantnble ‘ens
- “croachments ul n’ the rights-of ‘slavebolders

i well-near-practically ans
ted ’ thdse: rights, the .sov-"

{u:Maryland,"

ithe State: are to-day lnvited
e | mosat.golémn’ an
. manner itheir ‘fndorsement ' an

- of slavery in'th ‘Border States'was: the legitn-
sequence :of ‘thig*de=.

. Ele:rai)le civil '8 nfe.| -This’ war: cauld : ha.ve

n:waged an
-cesgt:and :vigor
- institution in-.

s prosecuted ‘with:equal suc™’
thout ‘interfering: with the |
aryland,;:.or:iniany: of ithé |-
acts wuhin my ownobser:

- clusion. -: When. the'; Federal- military «first |!

* - madé" theirappearance’ ini“my; part’ of-the|

State, I'saw-re tedly. irunaway. slaves-de-
‘livered over Lo their owners by:the officers in |:

of the properordcrs,:negroes could have been |
‘preventéd from e ntenng the'lines.*  But these
“things-hadiscarcely reached: the eat. of:those
in:power-at -Washington,: ‘before: the: edict
: went: forth: maki %n a penal offence for:any |
‘officer:inithe'military service of ‘the-United

- States-to be engaged in the rendition of fugi- |
" tive g'aves..: -From that moment: the Federnl.

- camps became-

-general -rendexvous and- re- |
‘ceptacle . for:rurawayi slaves. -, Then" com=

" - menced :that exbdus‘ol the. slave population
" which-has:'conti
. 'sinces; +This firsp

ued: uninterruptedly: ever

tin<the :District ‘of .Colam-,

.bia’j-acitizen “of i Prince George's county, in |.

x anemplingtto ssert: bis rights ander that
- lawyandarmed with the weit from:the United'
. Btates. Commissjoper, - being - forcibly; seized.
- and:thrown:intg:prison,:and his élaves taken | -
.+ 'from bimiand seEatliberty. :Soon this move:
- -ment:of. the: Government ‘against slavery cul-
" .minated in-the’]
. Pro¢lamation ;:and: for ‘three long - yeats otir
" - State-hag been the theatre.of aggressionsand
- outraged.upon-the rights of ‘slaveowners; 50
~- kpown of:all: men; that evén a bareg (
I i them: kere is @ntirelyiunmécessury;
;Muohihas been gald about:the character ‘of | -

uing of ‘the Emancipation

the fegislation ol the Northern:Stites'on' this’
- subject; 1heir-hymanity, their - magnunimit.y,
-their disiiiterestrd-patriotism have been more
--hanionce~thy - thémie:of ' stamp- oratora, fa-

- natical: 'women, and :
-tha councils-of:ithie natio N

. uve investigated th egs]a!ion of many
o :Northiern . States .on thig-subject, and

_ inievery: instagre -I-have’ found: that- their
lawmweret grad l nnd proepecuve in their

<g5§5ﬁﬁ fl‘ ot

) step.of the Government was.|, |
. closely-followed|iby:tlie-virtual repeab of-ths |
. fugitive: slave |

operaﬁon. None of themconferre& freedom
on the slayes then; fni'being, but simply pro-
vided:that all born pflera eertain timeshould
‘be freei” 1f the ‘legislature of anyNorthem ‘
State ever-did: pdss s law giving. freedom to
the:slaves then in being; it was: always pro- .

| Bpectivé ‘in’ its ‘character;"thus: e}\ab ng’the
| owner before the appomted time for'freedom

‘arrived ‘to_ gell out- ‘his- ivalusble: slaves to
Southern purchssers, 'tbereby a{mining the
- | object. aonght, ‘which “wad “not'so0 : much the

*+.{ emancipaiion of the slaves as thej removal ‘of
{ them*from their.midst: - Those who, may de-

sire mike information on this poidt will find
in Keot's Oommentams, wol. 2d areferenoe
‘to‘the statutes 'of New York New’ Ha ﬁehire,
Mnmchusetta and many othera oY the

ern Btates:-+. 204 r

- Mr, S'rocxnmnen. Dces thn gentlemaneay
tba.t there :is any: refereme ito ansachueétta
‘on-that. subject.? S R

Mr. Epgren;: L tlnnk T'am: notmismxen. v

- Me Srocxnnxnon.r I thlnk th gent.lenmn
.vnll find:that he is:: + ol
:Mr. EpgLew. Do’ I nndemtu then ‘the
.gentleman ;10 .8y that Massachn‘sem '8 fthe
solitary exception?

“Mr. STOCRBRIDGE. I do not ab ‘it is ‘the
‘solitary -exception; . I say :there 18- nothing
‘on ithat euhject In the sta.tntea ot’ Massa-
‘chusetta,: - v
-~ Mr.: Ennt.:u I think m‘, thst I annnot‘
misl.nken.w Certainlyi-what [ *have ‘said is
‘true . of the legislation, in New: York, Penn-
sylvania,:New Jersey; Connecticift; and other

ortliern’ States; snd ‘in' vlndwa(fon ‘ofmy -
posumn T'will'read from my ‘scattergd notes
:a1brief extract: from Kent’s Cognmentaries,
‘vol 3, page 2892 i

- In Pennaylvanla, by act of March lst,
1780 ‘and in‘New Jersay, by acts of February
14\11 ‘1184, ‘and’{ 341’ of * February, ~1820,
passe ed for. the-gradual’ extlnclion,‘, of ‘slavery,
‘thisgreat: evil had-been removed:from. them),
And all:children bora-of:a: alave aﬂer Jnly ’
4th :1804;'were declared'free: o

4430 in'Connecticut statates were passed in .
1784‘ and’;1797, which' Havein' their ‘gentle
‘and’gradual operation ‘nearly, if:not toully,
extinguished slavery:jn that lnte.’

~And 8of Mr; President, without, gomg more
into.detml it 'wifl be found upon exaniina-"
tion:thdt: 1herlegislation :of -New Yorkl and
'other Noriliern States.apon:this mbject 15 of
,th%voh ter [ have juat mdiozltzf -

bat!was " the’ mu t of 'this fgihlation? ‘
-Did ity hnve‘the effect 1o confer freedom ‘on
the :slaves;: or ‘toitransgfer: ‘them -‘from’ their
Northern-homes' to-more’ Southern’ climes ?
‘Ihave'no staiistics at hund ‘which'énable me

| to-‘give a:pasitive anawer. to this ‘question;;

| but thoss who know:the proverbial triit of the
Northern character, will beready to'conclude
‘with me that !under*: the. ;oper?ﬁon ‘of thé
‘laws.of Temoval'in: the Northern Statu, ‘miss
called. emanelpatioh, ‘fow,if anr,‘ “of ‘theik
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