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: .\of the 40th section |of  the maj
- the'adoption.of . the followin lfsectnon viz 1=
- 'The .General Assembly sha

'pass’ such -laws; and .make ;such::appropria-
. -tions, . a5 “may: be ine

', recommend that'those sections be rejec

Firab-—'l‘he underaigned recommend, inatend
ority repqrt,

bave' power: to
{0 ; compensate

.OWners; ‘of :such slaves- assha l ‘be. emancipated
from servitude by the, adoption of this, Con-

| ,atitu(,ion.««-.;.
i The undersi%ned 150 dlffen with'| the ma-
joritv pa--to. ¢! ropriety. of-adopting’ the

‘a6th nnd 47th sections a8 reported, /AN they

Beepecttully submitted; ! -
e Glo J..

prlnud '

nmunnxou om dm‘s—nuwmwxou. ﬁ
The Oonvention tben reenmed the consid-

: erntion of the order of the da yb Jbeing the re-

~ port of ‘the, Committéeon the eclaration .of

Rights,zwhich was on its second reading, "
-The 28d. article: wa.s under considerntion,

bem ag'follows ;. v+ e

" 4 That hereafter, m this Staie, there simll

‘be. neither slayery nor involuntary servitude,

" except In’ punishment of -crime whereof: the

_party. sball; bave been -daly . conyicted ; and
nll ns held to, service or lnbor,ns elnvee
. are iereby declared free.)’ "~ .. 2
- My anunr. Mr. . President, the time
this place, and the. object for which this: Con-
_'vention ,assembled, nﬂ'ord ‘ample :spope | for
philoeophizing on; the vicissiiudes of \fdrtune,
.which'spaxes neithet/man nor the proudest,of
 his works, which buries empires and cities in
" a.common grave. . The time was when’ this
. noy, ancient commotwealth..was the’ ,huntmg
- ground;of, the. Indian, .and commerce ' an
~manufactures and all the arts and advantages
of civilization would: have been then looked
" upon;as infovations ugon ‘the-rights'of man,
Owihza.tion came ; ‘behold the change, Bean-
. tiful-cities'and . towne ‘have. -grown up'in :the’

- ; “wilderness.: /The hum: of business {g heard:all’
: ‘around;-:, Reﬁning‘ -influences :are - gathe:

ahout. the hearthstone. The. templee of ;God
poin eir. s tnvard ‘Heay hete the | co
e ave; acciistomed - o, pi 8 jm:

e vmemorial to pray..to/ God: for:.civil and reli-
- gious liberty. . Nowmwhen ,werlook,-u
- . thess, mighty cbanges that he.ve\tnken pl nqe
.1 from!the early ; :hiistory, of - the coqntry, when
- we conelde; all the; great improven;enm that

have been/made in art,/ in science, i pgricul-

. ture, when we consider that. at.this time we
“are brought together. hers in Convention. for

the purpose of legisinting for.the general Weal

_of the State, it becomee us,-it seems to mie, ag.

sensible men'nat; to: diarega.rd the: hiatory of
the paat; in- making ‘history. :for ; the future;

_ And:not.only: does*the time,not only do the

: improvements and operaﬁone of. the« pwt re:
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qnire thnt we peerch hietory{to ucertainlthe

-apeérations: of .¥he:;past: policy-;of ;the govern-

;ment.before we -act- upon. this-question ;.but
:the place. where ;We:.are: gathered: together
;should; be: .considered by us «alsq, for.it.isof
vital: importnnee in the' determination of this -
.guestion ; :and not only. that,, but the object for
which this Cinvention-ought:to have assem-
bled, if not.the ohject.for ﬂnch it-had assem=
‘bled, is ancther matter of vital oonmdéntion,
of aramount. importenee.. T

hy, sir loolut the posiunn of. !.he Stnte
oi’ Marylsnd.: I mean; not:only. kiet; social,

-~ | maral,. int.ellectunl and, physical. coridition ;

but look;at her geogmphlenl position, -. Sltu-
ated-in' the very.centre; of the oid Union;.she
| has been very, nppropnntely called tfie heart
‘| of, the Confederacy ; and. -eyery:: pulsation:of
hi:r heartdin la;ll tim t has been ’f(tgr tgle
glory . and' .the gen cprosperity i:of -this
country.. -She has buen guided in-herspolicy,
in her ‘acts; of atntumanshlp, by,:no. gbsequi-
.0us, truckhn ‘o power in any shape or form.
She liasg in all times past considered:the honor;
the. dxgmty,.the prosperity, of every. State .in
this Unlon as!'partially. within sher:Keeping. .
And ehg has scorned every.aspersion upon.the
‘honor, the character,. the .interests; ;and . the
position of every-State in this Union. Removed
[from.the influences of the two extremes;of the
countr, c{s ‘removed . from ; the, influence- of the
‘fanaticism of New. Englend -aud, from the.in-
fluénce of the extreme firo-eaters of th Soutb,
it bas been her pride to receive as her charter
:the: Constitution: of.,the United: States; and
‘that Cgnstitution alope—a. Coustitution: de-
claring-the .equality- of the States. ‘. Tha'place
then,: the.geographical position. of Muggland,
18 gnch that in approaching the.discussion;.of
t.hese. vital  questions-——questions .which hava.
divided: partiee from: the.faundationy of uhe
government; down .to ; ;the . present dh :
‘which have. alwa ge ‘been settled by aining
the |influence’ and: support-of ouné: pection,
either :through . intereated or. othermotiyes
equally selfish—in-approaching the discussion
of thesa questiona:we; ‘must. consider .the fact
that:: & ..8tate. which -, occuglee :the ~position
which the-State of &iar land: does at,the-pre-
sent’ tnqe, eurroundi the: capitali.of .the
Ay, is 8 State not'to z('ndel,mand roughly -
ir ated in.the:present:condition..of the couns -
try. ‘Hér- past history ;does, nat justi fy xt;
resent position will not. peunit. it,
i -\g’ ould :.you have congregated . in your,
cities, s now:about Wasbington ;. would you -
havéupon every . thoroughfare. in your:State -
~vast.armies -of ‘puupers, -men,-womén, -.and
children, thrown. upon -the..cold - chn}-itles of
the world without-any:gort of, provision. for
‘their. future - welfare ?: ,Would <yon iplant: in
therbosoms ‘of - all. that hopt an eternhl hate, -
which time might to.some:extentameliprate,
but¢ which;time never could: extingnish ?-¢.1f
you.would have the:affection of :the péople-of
the}St&te 1of I(&ryland, if; yon(wonld h.ve bier
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