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* mutual jgood... And |among_these rights, is| -
thdt,of proper ty—a' right existing: and dxér-:
. cised by every i eople from'time immemorial-—'

the!divine'writings ' clearly asserting'the’ ex~
of this right. "1 might

' reation; for. God; bestowed-
upon;Atdam aud Eve the fair garden'of-Eden:-
And wefind -this right again and again.ré~
iterated -and'acknowledged in: the divine his-

. tory.::Wefind the'aficient men of those dufs
- agserting -their ‘right'to their.wells, to, their

* ‘Aocks:and:their hezd
their maid-servants. |"And we fl

~ the-pdges-of- histury-that as society incrensed

- and multiplied,: thisi-right ‘of property “be-

‘(lieir mesi-g rvantsand
~And we find by tracing

~came'more fixed and determined in its char-
- acter, governed .and tontrolled by ce

\ and rtain ‘es-
tablished! laws and pHAciples: ' < i i 3
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-+ “This'great right o ﬁpropex‘ty,"’éxistfi‘ﬁi;;é 1t

does ;in our:nation:isud State at:the present

* date, br.rather I-might say'at the time of:the

commencement -of ‘the' existing war, was one’
well ‘defined, - governed ‘by: principles ‘well

‘known-and - comprehended - by. it Yowners..

Property, Mr.:President, is- the’ wealth ‘of.a

- nation,.and-the substance of its people. It
*is that which forms the strong and binding

tie:of 'love and affection:for. our native’land..
‘Why-doesthe humblg pensant with his-lowly’
cot, his few acres; big rude and 'almost value-:

- less fmplements, esteem and: love -them ? ‘It
- -i8 because they are hjs and he. is profected in’

their‘enjoyment.’. ! |-

I ,.'”-‘:ﬁ"ml £ [ [ .,L,.?h'
. "Now, if .-we desire| to. render'a: people ‘un-

- happyj-‘turbulent -ahd - dissatisfied, ; wecan
~ -adopt io surer plan than depriving thém of
" that ‘which they are juatly entitled to, without

a just. cause or &' just compensation. - 1t:is

*_dangerous in the éxtrpme for a nation to adopt
- any measure which iwould interfere. with'this’
- greatcprinciple ‘and [right, or -which might
.~ render it-unstable anf :jnsecure. : Just so'far
' asiyot render this right- uncertain and inse-
-+ cure; 80 far.do you w
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‘ 5-.compiled by the Revy
Joha' Henry Hcpkins, D. D,,-LL.D:, Bishop
‘of the diocese of Vérmont, and it will aid you

. and.throw muchlight upon-a subject which
. to many.ds dark.". ]
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(¢ The fall recognition of this rightahd title
was’-Indispensable” 10" the Becurity ' of ' this'

'sﬂé“c’ies',iot’.f-;i)ropé'x‘tyyiin'all "the ' slavehiolding

States ; and, indeed,was go vital-to thé’pre=-

.servation:of their "domestic’ interents and‘in= -

stitutions; that-it cannotibe doubted that it -

-constituted ‘& ;fandamental- article; - withoat -

thé adoption - of whichthe -Union could ‘not:’

'haveé been: formed;’ Its true’ design ;was to'’
.guard against - the" doctrines and! fglfi!ibiplea K

prevailing in the'non-slaveholding States,- by

‘preventing them from’ inlermeddling with, or
.obstrucling, or ‘aboliihingthe rights' of - the
-owner-of glaves. ! The clause in the ‘Consti~ -
‘tution' relating to-fugitives from labor mani=*"
‘festly contemplafes the existence of -a positive;:-
-unqualified-right ‘on the part of the owner of
‘the slave,: which-na State law or regulation -’
‘can'in any ‘way,qualify, regulate, control,’or-:
‘restrain.‘Any State law or ‘re'guf

‘ , , _ ation which
interrupts;” limits;-delays, ‘or’ postpones the:
rights: of :the-owner  to- the’ immediate com=-
mand of his service! or' labor; operates ';‘m) i
The "

tanto; a discharge of the slave therefrom. “I'h
owner of & fugitive has thesame right to seize

and take him'in & State to'which- hie;has es<

‘caped, ‘thint he has in the Stats which he fled:" - .

The 'court have:not the slightest hesitation in’ :

‘holding that under'and in virtue of .the Con-"
stitution, ‘the ‘owiicf of the slave is tlothed -
‘with the:authority, ‘in “every ' State: of the"
‘Union, to seize and recapture.his slave.”’ ¢ - -
i AVhat changes have occurred ‘sin:

18427
Then the_sblest jurist of our land fehrlessly- -
‘maintained the right- to slnve property, not
onlyexisting ‘when the :slave was within.a -
slave State, but attaching to theslave after he "

‘might enter a free State: Slavery exists, then, -
iot only by divine:right, ‘bnt by:the.law of

ourland, as'set' forth by the Suprems Court
‘of; the:United . States; which is the stupreme *
law:of the’land; andthat right of ;:;ope'rty'y?
exists until the'law!is repealed or the decision -
reversed. RO ': :>- :" ;.»:-“_;v; AR TR 3 EUC I .

- But there i3 .one fact as regards this right, -
the majurity of -this body cannot deny—that -
many of them'-have - held -slaves, taken ‘the " -
benefit of their labor,‘and: when it did not-

‘suit! their.parposes to hold them longer, have -
‘sold:them'to other masters., - I would;like to -

‘know how many'in this body, through &con-

sciehtions’conviction of the evil of ‘thathing, "
‘have liberated theirnégroes.- * ‘Although some-
may have:preached the doctrine of’ Wendell--
Phillips and the higher:law, few bf-usi have: -
at-our pockets to remedy ‘the evil.- - - .

i, But we are told this sacrifice-must-be made. -
on the part of ‘Maryland-to save the Union," -
Now, I'¢annot see’the:point or force| of this -

‘put’iv-into- practical operation, ;b},begingigg e

‘arghment.. ' Why should. Maryland make this' -

sacrificd over and above what is' required’of- - '
ithes other ‘States? :: If the. war expehses-ré- -

quire it-by way of taxation, let. the "burdén |

bo-borns ‘equally by allthe' States-not. by’

‘Maryland -alone. - ' We" are :not ‘quite:‘rich:
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