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ing-mysgelf:of the courtesy.ofsthe Convention | wif 1ngls ;
: ight ‘to-me:as. w'iatfack this ebony.idol, before’ which;the, peo-. .

~ ticipate in any.of: the. debates of: this body - L; [ : , hed
- knew:that here I-was to meet men of age.and,| for their.abilities; 8s;lawyers .and statesmen, .

~ time I.wasnot fo_rgé!fn_l of - my own.want of all:

| . for.the:good:; of -our::Statw, : T:therefore sup-~.
. posed that -my:; voice would. never;be -heard
‘duringthe;dcljberations of this: body, except

- - orion o.motion for the previous question ;:and
it has only been :within the (last:day: or.two.

.. that:1:have /determined. to': throw;aside.the
~ ‘modesty 'which:with;me is sometimes: & weak-,

- and for ja very brief space.of time summoning .
.- toxmyeaid: all. the| fortitude of::my. nature,:

. tience of -this; Qonvention’ with some-expres:.
- sionofimy. yiews:upon:a question.in.which:L

- feel.a.very.ideep /interest;-and ‘on; the-proper;
8olution: of::which.depends,.in. ‘a very: Jarge:

- ‘measure, -the .future : prosperity- of.:the State-
. Though: having :thpa : determined; It am;nos.
- forgetful. of. my-inability :to.deal:with:the sub-
_ject:now,under.cons

- yet-1.desire:to. place
. my, children-may.-, g
- God shall ‘have removed.their father from!the:

. -stage of -life,.and that-the: descendants.of - my.
_ familyand ., theit’ -collateral - relations:;may |-

“county;may know!,::what considerations bave.
- .induced:me to take:
- -versal ‘freedom, and jin.opposition toityranny,-
‘despotism, and misrule;. in-whateyer shape:it:
- may, be fonnd; whether.in:the general admin-,
-of gocieties... ‘And:here, in:the conclusion: of.
. mystysay;that;duringithe. whols-.gf:the time
~th2tfzgdll; ' in ‘ he [Pr
. dent:of:this-body; T:shall..be :unable 1o:erase
- - - the convietion from gnﬁ,,,ownfzmind;-t however,
.. erroneons] that:con v that

- expregsion : 10 xmy- views: on: the, momentous

- views of .gentlemen’
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a representatives-of the peo

|

.+~ ing.the, pi&of s
vlngd,-slh-COnventiop:iasaembled;a,mharmpitala
~ ofjthe: Stdte;~bere; 1o  reorganize -the;;State | v

?ngtnx’nent,é.npth'it‘x'g"g,conld -bave been' mare
oreignitoimy:mind than.an intentiontq pars

experience—men:of great strength.of mind and

most ‘extensive s intelligence—~in; whose: wis--

dom, learning,-and patriotism .the ;people. of:
the State have.all:confidence... At:the;same

the. prerequisites: necessary. to.successfully .de|

fend and bupport; otherwise than by my votes;.

| .- those i great ; propositions: which.-baye. been,
-~ made byithe Union|men of Marylapd ;. for:the

adoption-of . which: this: Convention :has been:
called, for :the. perpetuity: of the.Union and;

on:the calliof: the:roll for the.yeas ‘and:.nays,:

ness.or: a:dead ;s weight: and svery oppressive,-

trespassupon ithe/|time; attentioniiand: pa-~:

ideration.witheither.jus-.
risatisfuction: to: myself;.
myself:on the recard.that:
lqnow;; after,.the, Almighty,

tice to the'subject: o

know,:and abtva:all; that the people of :my.

“gtand-(in-favor, of uni-

istratian.of ,governthent or in'the institutions
this firat-part. of -wy introdnctory remarks,.I-

upy:iin: addressing ' the [Presi-,
! ¢

Toneons] conviction: may,:be;: that: in,
avalling .myeelf ;of sthe; opportunity:to-give.

subject now under consideration; I; am:avail-.

niember.of:thie;Convention,. .

;whigh-finife wiadom ;can.throw 9o

ivery -has; been . propaga
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' ganic;, common, and ‘statute~—learned.in;mo- .

rals;, physics;. and -metaphysics, .and; deeply:..
versed in: historjcal flo'misenﬂe.mégeof- po{l{- :
{ical renown,’ whose ‘names.are. well, known ,
-throughoutthe State, and. even' barond the.,
limits.of the State,—gentlemen. distinguished -
“whoge: training \has beed' first. in ;colleges of -
-perhaps; the higheat,repute ;i then: in. the va- .
riouscourts -ofthe: State: where,they: haxe «
long;since become; accustomed.:fo public dis-,:
‘fntat,ionss; ip_.the .presence : and.; hearing ;of, .
earned courts,;.; These;.gentlemen: have alsa: -
‘long since habitnated- themselves -to. making. .
‘popular: harangues :on, .the :public;stump.to .
the; multitude, .and, above -all, arerperfectly.
familiar with the. fransaction  of .huginess by, -
large, deliberative hodies... But:'now;.sir, you .
.areto:listen to..views expressed. by.a plain; ,
‘unvarnished, ;ynsophisticated- farmer,; whosa:,
;highest aspirations;have ever been the growth. .
.of good crops:and raising fat;cattle, to obtain.,;
:remunerative; prices; for ..the . same, dnd ,the, .
‘maintenance of & good character. :From ‘the: .
privacy and: seclusjon, the: quiet; and . retire~, -
'ment.of the:neighborhood of a-small village; -
Jfar,. removed,;from. the;din and. bustle;of .a. .
‘large :commercial -, metropolis—far,removed,: .
from: the strife . of : party; \%wyaf tion, and;
‘political intrigue-—and.: with .all. big.want.of..
.the erudition and experience necessary for an
.accomplished. statesman, he .has::been called
-,b{;;_the people of his ;county to assiet in,the. .
‘highestcouncil of:the State-to: assist .in jthe .
formation of: a new organic-law for-the peg-..
-ple.of- the State, and. now; he is:bere; and. acs;
itually.occupying the floor.of  this. Convention. .
in,response to that call..-.As.I havenot agked :.
‘for; the distinguished .honor; which. my people.
:haye seen fit.to: confer, nf».onr.me;«.thby -along,:-
must; be; held responaible; for; any] lack. of
ability on:my.psrt,to;perform: the: duties
:which they: have seen fit. to imposs.ypon me.... .
- The:subject now occupying the attention of ;
thig hody: js.of - the -gravest charactery andis-
entitled to, and: I.doubt not has already. re-
‘celved at the hands;of, every gentleman.enti-:
Aled-to:a:seat ;on. this floor,;the ;most carefal ;-
and : serious: consideration,.and, before .the. .
final vote,on'the adoption or;.rejection of this; .
article is ‘taken,; (which-vote must :be taken. ..
:by the.peoplé at -the public ba}lot box,) the ..
‘votersiof thetState are entitled to all the light
‘ » 9o-the.gnba:,
deet s g s i b T
-+ Inasmnch.as . the.inatitution .of negro sla.. .
ted: and.strengthened,

in.this State; and inother :Southern:, States,
‘by:popnlar prejudices—prejudices: created. by, :-
.personal rather: thai,public interests, it: be~
‘coTnes, Necessary;: even ,.pain{ué:iyg 80 to . deal,
;with the subjept. with-ungloved "hands. ., To .

)

w5'.:xplle,of the. Soutlr hawe for many, decadés bowed,,,

Mr - President;.-you : have. o .the.
earned in the lJaw—or-

h;humble submission;; and to. whose fiats the.,
people of the North have long™ been accus~




