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- ‘debatm All xncndentnl queahons‘

- " arising|after a motion 1§ made for the: previous

- question. and.pending guch :motion, shall-be

-- decided, whether .an ppea.l or othermse,
lwlthont debate.”: ... 1

hIn a' note on 'pnge 81, it will befonnd

t at—|. e s

SURSETL The original intent of 'thn preiidns qnes-A :
: ‘. non'wns, to-agcertain: the'sense of the House,
nrly tages of:a aubjec;, as to:the pro-.

" io thd.
" priety:: of entertaining [the. matter; and,~if
*decided nfﬂrmntively, the:debate went on’; -if
deoxded ‘negatively,  the . debateiceased, add’
.-the gubject.passed from before the House with-
. out:mution or-further question,': 1. -
 .thiok- the ¢
" bad :at first emb died|rsimply ‘the previons
qneetion, ag it-existed under the:rnles of: par-

“ liamentary practice,  on: :afl. -siibjects- +*which-

“:shouldcome before the Convention ;:and that.
~avould- [ have - beea ‘the rule: rpported ‘but for.
- the difficulty which - existed: in:the ‘last!Con-
' vention, in regard to the:lndefinite! proloriga-
* tion of; debates npon amendments ‘offered on
<vnrloml propositions, We perceived ‘that-it’

- change ‘the. ordinary ‘ules of: parlinmentary.
. spractlce in' reference’ td the effect:of -the pre-;

; " vious quesnon, ;80 (88 {to "stop .debateupon |
" amendments.... Apd I :spggested the propriety’

- ze=for.' I ‘must say, - tog one; although it:has

" been {ntimated that the minotity.: will-prefer:
%o prolong the time.of..the Convention, that I
- have nn ‘desire t,o waste| the. public: mnney in:
any: nselus calls of, the|House on propositions:
aimply to-itdke up time;iall that- T desire is’
. :that when a. subject:is irly before:the House,
--We may-havethe .oppoctunity plainly: to ex-
_-press qur views upan tlpnt question and-offer
- wwhat amendments: legitimately : embody our
vxews, that they :may: go on-record, and:that
-everyimember:of the House may: be ‘prepared
1o vote upon the questidn ;—I suggested, with-
"that.view, tocut!off- hpon the second reading:
of ‘& report interminable d[qgnssions,'the drs:
. "two_gections-of -this rule.

s 72 \What would - be the - resilt: were ‘you- 10
adopt {enth r.-the : proposition -offered by the
. :gentleman from" Alleﬁnny or.-the ordinary
- xules of -patliamentary practice?- {It will.bo
fonnd‘j in" the: LegiSlnilvetGmde, ‘that it ig

- -gtated [that the first reading of ‘a'bill shall :be
" “for information, : :and the second for amend--
-‘ment;}and that while. upon ita second read-

| -ing thp maiglqueatlon cannot be.called, ‘be-:

".cause the rales of the:tHouse of-R; preaenta-
>-.tives, jand :our-.rules also, provide -that the
~:bills shall hn ‘their sdveral rendings ; land if
i question werel ordered you could-not
have the threp rea.dmgs on different :days, a8

L rn e,
. :cial provision by which'the:] ‘previous question

, ‘may be call npon amendments; you:cannot
enll the lFrev ous - question: at all’ 'on the:s
ond rea nnng ‘a b Il. As.1.8aid. yo;sterdny,

L

: «114

,in.]egislation u on: bills on ~their second read- :

oftorder' e
ing, no such thing is : known arncall nf ithe -

‘calls of the

.House of:
:to.the Hou

airman: of - the oommittee‘

‘object; to-ayoid:

necessary ‘ that- tb‘e ‘Coavention should ;

nirpd - excepting.: nnder anapenalon ofthe |
+Unless therefors ' ave. ndcpt some: gpe~'

prevnoua ‘question, ™. i ;
“Mry anL ‘Does -the gentlemnn etata that

the rules of |the House' of Delegates: probibit
rdviona qnesuon upon the aocond ;
reading Py : ' :

viMe, Cum lNo, air' thn rnlen «of the -

ittoa tbird‘reading, you cannot: find .in: the

‘rules of the House any -mnin question before =
‘I the House, a8 I.understand it .I'do'not pro- =
‘pose longer[to consume:-:ths time-~dn explain- - -
ing this*ru{p,«exoeptnng(to saysthat-thisis:the - '
interminable; debates-which -
might othetwise come np on,thq second read- -
ing of :a-report. - It 'was:to ‘check:such.dis-. -
.cussions that . 'the  committee'made this dis- -
-tinctiony! between:the: main question and-the |
:previous question. .. It was bnlyto dlstxngniah L
.them, the previous: and the. main - ‘questionbe~ :
ding the same, ithe oneheing : called nponuthe o
'second reading-and'the other upon..the- tlnrd et
vreadmg; ‘the-first,
‘be-called ‘upon’, .
ring. the House'to & vote upon:allth propo- S
sitions then before the: House for a'vota; .but .
lnasmnch as upon the second reading mo'see-

-the previpus qnesuon
0 second - reading -

tionor article, unless soime gentleman:moves

to-amend it; ‘is:before.theiHouse: foradoption, - = .
it'does not :bring the -House to a voteupon . ..
the adoption of :the.article cr section.:'Gen- " "
tlemen are -well -aware. that. lie:only way.to -
get rid-of :a- section .is-to/ move:to-amend by -
striking:it ‘out,-and .this ‘brings -up:the'ques- - - -
tion:whether it shnll be retained. . But-upder .
‘the'-amendment “offered, : the questxonals not . .
.put whether such a section shall :be adopted - -

as:a-section of:fhe:bill; and therefore you can’

-never.uponithe: ‘second. readmg .vote upon the . .

main question. ;' I-have .given: "this explana- °

tion in:justice ‘to;the:committee, :I baveimo . -+ -
abjection. to Ahe:clause offered’ by the gentle- =
‘man, if it:can only bedefined 80 a8 to sny =

(.lnnae, section, ‘or article.:
oM D.uuxn Asl,
tion. -of the;amendment: now—it-avas not 8o -

evident yesterduy—I am-inclined to .vote. for - - -

it;*I:6nd |upon: looking-at the Legisiative -
Guide, it ig pretty pearly a.copy of ‘the.rule

there, as-well-as & copy..of -that adopted 'by- - S

the last Qonvention. :So.far s I bave béen
able to'look into patliamentary:rules,

never seen’ {n any:book: -wherd :these rules are

Iaid -dowa, this - question -divided: into ithe

main:question:and 'thexprevmns question::. I :

|look:upon:them as:thesame thing:; theeffect - -
-of.’the. previons ‘question - being,-*¢S .all'the . - -
debate stop?”! +That -brings: t.he questionfirst - ..
upon -the, amendments :and then upon the . - -
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mdn qnention. COEE e
1 disagree: with. ;my friend :from Prince. -
George’s, I(Mr. anrke ) as ito:the eﬂ'ectr of T

B
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legutes reqnh'a ‘a-billtoberyead
on: three.several dayx andwhen -
‘s, pending  amendment - is:‘before the House, | -
unless the:House suspends the tuleand passes . -

m;_' ;

understand ‘the. .opera- .

Lhave - 7



