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.. reverence for Constitati
- anybody, ; hawi n% beep..myself. engaged : for-

e\
ed

de-|
!ut :

. posed, ; But.the questidn presen
“'as members of-a-Uonvention:to: frame a Con-

08 amlla,wﬁ b.s'nlnion

a:good pqrqon my.ljfe in -the adminiatra~’

-tion ‘of :the - laws ; .an; I .. will -obey [ every
- Vlaw, whether. constitutjonal or. statutory,:so
~".long as it.is upon the books. .But)if.there.is | :

‘& bad oc injudicious-law.now, andI have.the

.- power.to: wipe it out, nhall ‘most; certainly
© . tey-to.-do.:so.. -Th;ae ubject. resolves-itself
. gimply intoyhis ; there | being neither. Constiz

-tutionnl nor statutory prohbitions in.the way,

- whatis the rule best calculated to forgher:the |
o ipublicbusmessand the publicinterests? Isay. | -
- that,; judging. from;.the: _expefiencs. of . .this
- body—and : we. ha.ve

© . pla of . weeks—if ;we
. - mmajority: of.all:the .mémbers elected.to:this
*Convention:to. pass, ADY measure, - we»nhonld
- find it an almost impossible thing: to-passany,
~-measure;now, :-Ify youl .require 49 votes out
* of.50.:.upon any .one:subject, my:’ ‘word.upon.

n--hers-only..a cou-
uire the votes of &

it,:.you -will require mqgre'votes than; accord-

T xgtq my recollection, have been cast iin.the

.afirmative.or negative. uponany: proposuion
‘submnted to.this body. . I do, not.remem

thanka to our-soldiers.{in the; field. that, hes
. received 59 .votes—and I know. very: few sub-

" ‘any- subject, except . tT one j tendering -our
o jecta ‘that can receive

«We..are simply.to. |make ;such iﬁlas a8

- ,{ in‘onr hestjudnment ill most facilitate the

. gropet trapsactian Sof :the Jbusiness, wa, hava

" before:us; and uelieving ‘that:I can;;trust.to
oo “the fairness; honor,- apd. inlegrity of .A.mg-
- jority of the members uf this House, I.do.not
. I'wish “to see ;it:tethered.ior .-bound . by. any
“merely techinical rules'which ; will-only hine
/- der, the transaction,of .
-, Mr. Jonzgs'of Somerset. . .l agree-with: my

e public business: -
friends upon. the other xde that this question

" . addresses -itsclf to every.sense of expediency
- and; justice in- this’ .Co vention. »;It.is. true
 weyare .bound by.: Y nsmullonal restric-

- tions; ang there s nothing.in the.act. calling
- this, Convention: which |binds us.to adopt the

* " rule-,_reported. by : the: committee:: nor; ig'
. there’ -anything which |

. prahibits ; ;us:from
“adopting;:tbe amendme t.whicl: gnsbgen -pro-
itself to-us,

_gtitution which.is to.be sn,bmmed to a-voté

. . of -the people; whether _Consutution, any.of |

- - -the,articles,of which: cpuld..not.command in
-~ thig: Convention the yo
* .- ' the. members elected, -
- .the approbation of. a.
* - of this: Btates,:. Thatxs copelderation for us,

- As to the..supposed. inconsisteacy;; i the act
. calling us together, authorizing;60-mémbers
R ' ) .constitute & quorum for the,transaction .of
- ' buginess,;and :this xul
R ,}onty <of: all:;the, menbera, elected .shall :be-
L nqnired 10 pass:upon.any;urticle.of t.be Con-
- stitntion;.to. be. .adopted, .there is. mo jincon-
- - sigtency.in. that,. The'same pmvlaion exiats
e thedpresent Constln

of a:majority. of all
ill be likely to receive
ajority, of the pepple

«proposiog -that a.me~

tuom in, regard to Lhe

_- _,_ 1 l

Legislamre. The lBth section of. the article
-upon: the :legislative . depar&ment .in-the-Con-
stitation ;under: which.:'we. .now. live,. and
‘which we.shall continue until we supemede it
by another Constitutton, provides— .- ' =

. 4v'A majority.of each-House eba]lreonstimte
' quorum forthe transaction of husiness; but
‘& 8maller pumber. may adjourn frqm: dny 10 .
day, .and :.compel:: the : attendance of. absent
members . in such: manner and. under - such
,pennlues as.each House may prescribe.” : ..

-~8ection-19.of the same article:sayss: .- -
s4*No:-bill ‘shall becoms a.law. “unless- it
be . ‘passed: in each .Honsg by . a. majorit
of ‘the - whole .number : of..members. elec
and op its. ﬁnal pnssnge tha yeu aud ms bo
‘recorded.!’ :.
.. And.din my Jlrdgement that is onié of. the' :
“wisest | provlsjoua that:the -Convention of
1851 adopted .»The. continaal. alteration: of
the:.laws_is “one’ of: the evils of .the day: to
‘be: provided against.:When .a law 'is once
passed.and.understood; it :should 1ot ;be
changed unless the.ochange can command. the
approbation.of. at: least-a . majority. of: those
elected to : the: Legislature, - In regard to: the
occasional slim attendance aud -slim votem-of
the past two weeks;. it is ot to:be-supposed

;| that such .ill:be the:icase when' the’ impore .

tant business.of the Convention has been- pre- .
pared by:the committees and .sabmiftted . by
‘themto-theconsiderdtion of..the bouse,: But
‘up to-this. time there-his been-nothing, aside
from thie.adoption.of :a:few -‘orders, &c., but
to mest and adjourn. ;:And members, ha.ring
impormnt -business . elsewhere, ;bave not felt
compelled to- be - present.here.before: amy.of
the important business . of : the Convention
hasbeen.- reported upon by aome of t.he com-
mittees., L e

oI thmk the Comnnttee on Ruleat ha.ve re-
por.ted a very:wise and )udncxous rule'in.rela-
tion to the. adoption..of .dcticlés. of . the new
Constitution. ;:that - no--article ought:.to ‘be. "
adopted, by.ns, a8 it: could: not'. be: with . the
hope. .of « mesting:, the- "approbation of - the
people, if - it. cannot command : .the votes of: &
majority.of the members. elected . to- the Qon-
vention. .:I-hope, therefore,.the Convention
will adopt the rnle as.it hus been reporfad by.'
tha Committes, =y sitd ~fon: o

“Mr.HgsBar L. hope the, amendment oﬂ'ered
b -my colleague *(Mr;: Thruston):will prevail..
T do not like'*to:cite-the proceedings: of the .
last Convention as an éxample.ta be followed
here..| But.it will.ba.fdund!that the.last: vote
taken upon the Cdustitution in.that Conven- -
tioff gave. bt 40'votes in tha affirmative: out
of *more tban.: 100.votes ;. and: mne-tenths
of all the articles went .into the - Constitntion .
by the;votes of:0nly a majority of-the mem-
‘era pregent. . Now-the-role of  the:House of .
Delegates -to which: feference:bas been.made
is/an exception to:the;general role, Jt was "
made.in :conformity: to-the.. Constitution:-of -

the State of;Marylana wlnch in that. respeot




