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indispenaable to a general system of education.
He hoped the convention would be led away by
no such fallacious and. sophistical argument’ as
the gentleman from Frederick had just pre-

~ senteq

"Mrc Sumira asked leave of the House to sub-
mit rome facts in connection with this subject.

Mr. Gwixn objected.

The question was then taken on the motion of
of Mr. KingELy, to postpone the further consid-
eratjon of this report indefiuitely, with the follow-
ing resuiL:

dffirinative—Messrs. Ricaud, Lee, Sollers,
Howard, Buchanan, Bell, Welch, Ridgely, Lioyd,
Sherwood, of Talbot, Colston, John Dennis. Mc-
Lane, Bowie, Sprigg, Spencer, George, Wright,
Thomas, Shriver, Guither, Biser, Awnan, Sap-
Pinglon, Stephenson, Nelson, Thawley, Siewart,
of Caroline, Hardcastle, Gwinn, Stewart, of
Baliwore city. Breut, of Baltimore city, Sher-
wood of Baltimore city, Ware, Neill, John New-
comer, Harbine, Hollyday, Cockey and Brown

Negative—Messrs. Morgan, Blakistone, Dent,
Hope s ell, Chambers, of K+nt. Donnldson, Dor-
sey, Wells, Weems, Dalrymple, Bond, Brent,
of Charles, Jenifer, Chanuler, Dashiell, Wil-
liams, Hicks, Golidsborouszh, Kecleston, Phelps,
Miller, McCubbin, Bowling, Diricksun, MeMas-
ter, Hearn, Fo.ks, Jacobs, McHeary, Carter,
Presstman, Schley, Fiery, Michael Newcomer,
Davis Kilgour. Waters, Andeison, Weber, Fiiz-
patrick, Smith, Parke, Egze, and Shower—44.

8o-the Convention refused to postpone indefi-
nitely.

Mr. Fiery then moved to amend said report
by s'riking out afier the word “Legislature” in
the second line, these words, ‘“so soon as the
fidgancral condition of the State shall justify it;”

Mer. F. confessed that he had looked upon this
greal question, as one of the most important f.r
the action of the House He ha1 witnessed the
eff .S to posipone it, to smother it in itsinfancy,
and that, too, by some of the mos' dis inguished
gentleman apon this floor. His object in making
this otion to strike ont, was to bring the subject
immediately befure the Legisiature of the State.
He would not have it deferied one single moment
afier iis next meeting. He had acted unifor-
mally as a rigid economist, and here he would
s«f, that he would be willing to appropriate
equally, with any individul for the education of
the mas-es of the people of the State. This was
the maoner in which he desired Lo see the public
mney expeaded. They had lavished vast sums
of money for the construction of railroads and
the completion of canals, and they had neglerted
the 1ass of the people. They had extingui-hed
gradually, the spark which they should have, by
all means atter:pted to fuster by a grneral |yse
tem uf".docation. He had not time now, to lay-
down'iny general plan, nor would he have the .
presumption to attempt it; but he sincerely hop
ed that if no other goud should result from this
discus-ion, it might bring the subject befure the

"havean efficient system. of edu cation. ~ ©_

pe%ple of the State :
he gendemau from Allegany had spoken of

hiscounty, and be, (Mr F.) prespmed that it was
th~ case in many counties—ndeed, if tie were to

judge from some ciréumstance:s whichi had” og<
cured here, he wonld fear that the schoolmaster

had not been abroad in this tody. He would
refer to some of the Northern and Midule States,

who were worthy of our inutation. Look at
Massachysetts and Connecticut, where the town-
ships were divided, »:nd every one suppotted its
own schools. There was nothing to render this

impracticable in this State, He belue,ve:d"that‘
some system could be devised to educate every
child in the S:ate. Idedesired that they »hou)c}
lay down some gener: 1| principles, thatbe Leg=
islature might act upom these principles, and that
they would not stop u ntil they bad vore‘d a gerrerl
system of education throughout the Sta‘e: . He
would have the appro priations: made for the edu-
cation of the youth o I the State, from 'the rev-
enue that would be derived from the public
works. Let that bec: sme a common school fund,
and he would not hav 2 one foot more of mtemal
im. rovements of sny 1 tind in the State, until they
had devised a uniforin and effi cient system:of edu-
cation for every child in the- State. jff it ﬁaS*
the last word he had to say, he would say, letus

i
[

Mr. Ripcery said, that the gentleman.:from.
Washington county had thoug ht proper .to- put
those who voted for an indefio ite postponement
in a position, which he, for one , did not wish to
occupy. He, (Mr. R.,) pirofes sed: to be a8 good
a friend of education as ar iy met nber of this.body,.
and was willing to go as: far :2s any member to.
advance that cause. B ut it must be appatens.
that the position which t he bill was made to.og-
cupy, by thc amendment adop ted on the; motion
of the gentleman from Mowtgomery county,
(Mr. Davis ) put membe' ¢s fromn the large coua-
lies in & position where they could not. consjst-,
ently vote for the piop osition. They had sue-
ceeded in striking out t hat pact Which contem-.
plated the application of the existing school fund
to the cause of general «d uca tion, and bad-thrown-
it back in the posi:ion whicl 2 it was ropde to ge-
cupy by the constitutional an sendment offered by
the gentleman froin St Mary’. s, [Mr -m_aletq?k?-]
Thug we were called upon t ) establish a system
of common schoois prospecti. vely., 1o be suppurt-
ed by a common tax lo be levi ed upon the people,
while the existing schol fund was 10 be divided,
as now provided by act of Asse mably, 10 Wit: Ofie-
half e¢qually arong: the couni ‘ies, and .the other
ha}f according to th e white popt ilat ion. T his large
fund of sixty thousiind dollars v vas . to be distpibu-
ted in a ratio, unegnal and unjius.t to lh}’;,,}ang
counties, and then the common . school systém,
was to depend exclusively upors a progpective
fund to be raised by taxesto be le vied un .(_)‘r'n;;fh
Now, what security had we that -, the Legislature
wopld nut distribute that tax, : aslhg present
school fund, was apportioned; t at the Logisfa-
ture; under the provisions of the 2 propusition of
the geptleman from St. Mary’s,w  hich cdmprTied
ther in ‘good faith to carry out., all theexisling
laws on the subject, would not.;, regatd it Jheir

duty to. carry out existing. las. /) jouchipg, 1his

far
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