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these subjects, which came under his supervij-
sian whilst acting as President of ihe Chesa-
pe ike and Ohio Canal Company, and Govornor of
Maryland. He would now leave the whole sub-
ject in the hands aof the Convention.

> Mr. Taomas seid that he had not submitted
his proposition until after other gentlemen had
presented views of such a character that he could
not coincide with them. From the commence-
ment, up to the present time, he had been in a
pasition antagonistic to the proposed board of
public woi ks, and for this reason :
si-ion fur a .bvard of public works seemed to be
borrowed from other States in which the system
of public improvements was entirely diticrent
frem that of Maryland. New York, Pennsylva-
nia and Ohjo had boards of public works, with
large salaries to the officers ; but in thuse States,
that board maoaged the whole of the arrange-
ments of the canals and rail roads within those
States—acted in lieu of President and Directors.
In this State there were no State works to be
contrulled by State officers. In Maryland the
State was merely a stockholder and a‘iender of
muney Lo corporations ; a stuockholder n the
Baltinore and Uhio iwil road in the Susquehan-
na rail road, and in the Chesapeake aid Otio
ca al, and a lender of Jarge sums of money to
various canals aud rail roads. The State (ould
put app- ot commissioners to supersede the Fre-
sident and Directors of any of these works. All
that the State could do was 1o app int commis-
sivners to represent the State as oue of the stock
hotders, and to cast the vote of the State in pro-
’l)grtion to the amount of stock held by the State.
‘rere were now five agents of the Sta'e who ex-
ercised this very power. It was a power which
ne one proposed to abandon. In the Chesapeake
and Ohio cunal the State had invested some seven
mitions of dohars in stock and loans, and owned a
majority of the Stock upon which the interest
would be four hundred and twenty thousand dol.
lars an ually, to pay which the present system
of taxation had been, in a great degree devised.
The ageuts of the State were now elected by the
cancurrent voie of the House of Delegates and
the Senate. - The people of the State had an im-
mense interest in the selection of their agents,
and. bsr proposition was to submit it to the peo-
pe. «Nobranch of the government was of g eat-
er moneyd power ihan the management of the
Chesapeake and Ohio canal. The office of Go-
Vernor was connected with far less power; for,
up:n - the management of that canal depend-d
the light or heavy characier of the whole taxation
system of the State. The Legisiature had before
them. ques joas coneerning money only, more
directly affecting the whole people of Maryland
than tuese agents whenever voting upon the
choice of officers who are to regulate the toll
upon that great thoroughfare. Holding this
view, h: could not do otherwise than to propose
their el ction by the people. He could not con-
sent tha: a majority of the Senate of Maryland
shoald have the entire control of this matter.
That majority might be formed of members re-
Pressuti g litde wmore tan oue-third ol the popu-
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laticn of Maryland, while the whole tax-paying
| population were interested.  He did not propose
: to create an office with a large salary. ¢ had
’ lefi the fixing of the salary lo the Legislature.
Heretofore the amount had been fixed at . o:@
| hundred dollas. He did uot contemplate, in frar
i ming this measure, a salary of more than one or
two hundred dotlars to pay travelling and other
‘ expenses. He was oppused 1o the board of pub-
lic woiks for tiie very reason that it was s very
unnecessary expense. 1f,asin New Yoik, Penn-
sylvania and Ohio, this bbard could not «nly ex-
ercise a supervision over, but manage the works,
‘ there would be some reason for a large :a'ary,
i The duties being only those performes at jresent
| by the agents, the salary should be smail; uit, as
| the Legislawure were to have the power 1o add
| such duties as they thought best, the amount of
| compensativn ought also to be left to them.
Again, when the tax upon the whole people
was so greal, he did not wish to place it in the
power ol any concentrated local vote to contrul
the whole maiter. He had, therefore, divided
the State into four aistricts as nearly equal in
population ax passible. 1t was specially import-
ant 10 do this, because of the rivalry existing
Letween the different modes of couveyance frowm
the miuveral regions of the interior to the sea-
board.  This 1ivalry and competition might now
of hereaflter pruduce disastr: us results, and these
he was anxious to guard against. The only effi-
cient mcde appeared to be to place the elccticn
of these agems in the hands of the whole | eople
;)f Maryland, divided iuto distiicis equal ifi popu-
ation.

Mr. Merrick made some remarks
be published Lereafier.

Mr. Tnowmas said the gentleman from Chsrles,
(Mr. Merrick,) d.d not attach more impoitance
than he (Mr. T ,) did to the necessity of having
vhe supervision of the internal in provements,
under the direction of some highly competent
and vigilant agents on the part of 1he Stute. He
was:orry he could not see how this Convention
could authorize the Legislature, by juint ballt,
te elect a President of the Ci esapeuke and Obio
Canal Company. The Legislature ceuld pass a
law instructir g the sgents to give a particular
vole al the meeting of the bourd of direciors;
but the president was to be elected in the mode
presciibed by the charter of the Company, and
beyond the charter, they could not go one step,
The mere fact that the Stute held a majority. of
the stock, gave the Convention no more power,
except in so far as numbers. of votes were con-
cerned, than a private stockholdec. The United
States held $2,500,000 worth of the stock. Vir-
ginia a large amount, and he believed private
citizens a considerable amount also. Then, as a
matter of course, and with just as wuch proprie-
1y, Virginia could undertake to name «ne of the
manage s of this public work, and the United
States another, as that we should 4o so. If the
g mleman [Mr. Merrick,] intended that the Le- -
gislature should do neihirg else hut appoing
agen 8, he [Mr. T.,] should say it was hardly ne-
cesadty for us to take much time in changung the
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