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from. Harlurd as his lecturer, and his leeture was
therefure, wholly gratuiteus. . No  member on
this foor should impugn his motives. When
~they tulked about Buuncombe, e would go to
s ane other poriions of the State—to Harfoird. He
came here learlessly, aud indep -ndently to do his
duty. |finso doing, he should tiead upon the
tor s of every gentlewan upon this fluor—akt even

the gentleman from Harrord—he could not help -

it.

He, (Mr. H. ) meant fearlessly to move here
in whatever he might belicve to be his public
duty. In this, he called upon the members of
the Convention th show their self--acrificing sp -
it.  When they sp ke of this procecding as betng
¢ barefaced,” Lie thought that belonged 10 another
quarter,

He thought the gentleman who had read him
this lecture had woved in matters here, quite as
barefaced as his proposition.  He, (Mr. H.,) was
not to be deiven from s position ty -denuncia-
tions of that sort, when he believed he was per-
forming his duty. He believed tht, the pas-age
of a proposition hke his, wasa duly the Cunven-
tion owed itself and a duty which itowed to the
State of Maryland. He asked if they were here
muking 1Jace tor themselves. or had they come
t.. thi- Cunvention, honestly. fuilhfullyto serve the
people of the Siate ot Mary and.

Mr. McHenry declared that he had meant to
to cast no imput.tion upon the motives of either
the gentleman from Dorchester or the gentleman
from Anne Arunde). He had reflere: ce exclu-
sively to the character of the proposition as ap-
parent on its face. -

Mr. RanpaLL said that the propesiticn, what.
ever of weail or of wo there might be in it, origi-
pated with himself. 1t did not crizinate in this
Convention. When first he had an opportanity
of appeari: g before the people. (and he hejieved
the gentteman fiom Carvoll was present ) having
heard much said of candidutes seeking seats in
this €6 wention, for the purpose of vacating of.
fices and obtsining places, he wished to meet
that onjection prompuly, and nip it iu the tud.
e thevefore ststed o the people, that if they
should honor him with a ~eat in the Cunvettion,
he wou:d endeavor to prevent this charge being
allrged against any memter of that Convention,
and that he would do it for the sake of the honor
and dignity of the members themselves. It was a
piedge which he then made, stating that as for
himself, he sbould aceept no offi-e under this
Constitution within that limitation. He hoped
bis fu ure life wo bt carry it out. He had pro-
posed this dirqualification for a limited period of
tune, becanse by i1s exjiration he thought every
i \ducement supposed to bhe infilnential in this re-
spect wpon members would cease. For this rea-
sun, he would say to the geutleman from Calvert,
(Mr Sollrrs ) that the adoption of this amerd
ment, would be quite suffi-ient to remove the sus-
picion of an improper motive  No man in this
life could reasonably be expected to he influenced
b - v m his action on a Constitution by any prob-
able personal emolument, be might pussibly de-
sue uve Years hence from its tuim.uon; dis-

1 qualify him for five years,

and that would effec-
' tuslly remove all suspicion of undue i fluenee—
| that was his motive. He introduced the propo-
'sition early in the session, and had it referied to
' a committee of which he believed the gentledwan
from Charles, (Mr. Jun-fer.) was the chaivman—
Lthe omnibus commillee as it had be enludicriously
“termed— but nothing was cone in the mutter,
He had declared that he intended from his
, place, to inquire of the committee if they intend-
. ed 10 report upon the subject? And if they did
“not. 1o give notice that on a particular day he
“would call up the subject before the Conven-
tion—but his frierd from Dorchester, {Mr.
' Hicks,) had anticipated him. So much then, for
“his motive. He believed every gentleman in
L1he Convention, desired to be exempt trom the
'suspicion of improper motives iu his action here,
"and he did hope this would be manifested by
“adopting this proposition; he did bope that they
| would thus show their disinterestedne s. It
would give a sanction to the Constitution they
' were forming, which no other principle it could
‘contain, could possitly confer upon it. Let the
| p-ople of the State be fully impressed with the
| conviction that this Convention assembled here
' with no other view than the promotion of the
lb st interests ol the people, and that every mod:
ification of the Constitution was designed with-
out party or personal views for the sole advance-
ment of the public good, and in their estimation
it would conler upon the Constitution a charac.
ter that it would not otherwise possess.
It had been said that this proposition would
be dishonorable to themselves. Their fathe:s
did not think so when they framed similar pro-
visions in our Constitution of 1776.  They pro-
vided that the Governor should take no bribe,
and how Le should be punished when he should §
violate such provision. They imposed restric:
tions. prohibiting members of the Legislature |
from accepting offices. &c. This Convention i
was not superhuman; it claimed no cuch prerog- |
ative here. In this present Constitution, similar
restiietions had already been imposed where 1m- {8
preper influences might exist. He would say. B
and every gentleman would bear him out in the 4
assertion. that theré was no Constitution in the k4
United States, which had not some such restric- §
tions, upon the officers of its government, found-
ed upon the apprehension of danger where any
temptation to do wrong existed.
In regard to the objection that we wonld, by 8
adopting this proposition, be imposing restrictions M
on the rights ol he peopte to elect whom they |8
pleased—he admitted this was such a re-triction. |
‘I'he prople of every government were restricted 8
by their constitutions, or rather they thereby re- B3
<ricted them-elves in the exercise of their natv-
ral rights. Their present Constitution forhade |§
the perple to elect the same individual shenft for
-ix years. “They had. also, since 183G, foibidden
the people t elect a Governor, except from par
ticular disiricts A Counstitution, from beginning
‘1o end, was but restri tons upon rights. Gov
rment itself was a restriction upon natural
righs for the public good. In speakiug, there




