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hundred years, because of the expense and length-
of the present one. Unless the interests of the
people should suffer, the probability was that)
there would be no Convention speedily. Butif:
they should withihold from the people this pow-
er, then they would see another state of things.

manage this matter in their own way? How
had this Convention been kept here as long as it
had? It had been by the different opinioi s ex-
isti-g among the people of the State in relation
to ii1s constitutiunality. While some had be-
lieved that it was entirely within the meaning of

His only object was to providea mode—one that : 1"'e Con-utution for the people to call a Conven-
was truly republican—of letting the people ex-. tion whenever they were so vispored , others be-
press their opinions once in ten years. These | lieved tivat 1t would be n _co:.ﬂ:ct with mat in-
reasons would control his vote. ~irtrument. Ir \they were disposed to Submlll. this

The question was then taken on the amend. :subject to the people. let them endeavor, by all
meut of -Mr. Brown to the subs.itute of Mr. :posml‘de means. to submit it to them in the most
FirzPaTRICK, Jndicious way they could.  All §eemrd to agree

And it was agreed to. ithat it was important and desirable that they

Mr. Hicgs moved further to amend said sub-'should do all in their power to allay ths sgita-
stitute by striking out the word, “every,” and 1 tion.  Could this be dutie, by leaving the subject
inserting *‘the,” and by +triking out the word 1 to be aglla‘\ed eve'y year or every seccnd year,
sshepenfter,” and after the word “taken.” by ;a‘nd S0 on ¢ Alf lhf'y should lh‘row_the door open
inserting **in the year 1870 and in every tweun- for the holding of a Ciuvention in o short a
tieth year thereafter,” which would give the peo- ilime as ten yeurs, the aghation would commence
ple the power tocall a Convention every twenty Sforthwith.  Ivad no't‘lkns been fpl'_eshadnwcd in
years .this Convention? J'hc moment it was under-

Mr. BowiE said: istood that a Convention could be called at a cer-

. . tain period, a portion of the people would paise a
That he chould vote against this amendment. }ye and cry that there were features in ife Con-

for the very reason that he should vote against gytution injuricus o some particular séction, or
the original proposition of the gentleman {rom 4 some particular class of people. They would
Allegany. He held that they had no right to put.clamor for a Convention, and if they should fis a
any shackles upon the right of' the people to 'lperiod when a Convention should be held, reason-
change the orgauic law. _:ably remote, but cer'ain, and arrange for its tem-
He beld that di-content would more speedily porary operations i this Constituuion, why the
spriog up under a system of shackles, for ten orpeople would very likely submit to it, especially
twenty years. or for any length of time. He ihen they adverted to the f.et that in 1850 a
maintained the broad doctrine that wheuever the  Copvention assembled at the seat of governmen-
people, through their representatives, thoughtiand that it took from the Stale treasury some
proper to call a Convertion, they should have the e hundred and filty thousand dollurs. They
right to do so. o . iwould t ot be very apt to call a Convention again
fie had always maintained this doctrine.  All. (o ifling causes, certainly not in grder meiely
who knew any thing of the course which he took ;o quiet this continual agitation gotten up by de-
in the legislature several years 3go, and who gieying men and mere demagogues. He had
would undertake to read his arguments, would heen Jony enough engaged in public life, and as
gee that he maintained this doctrine then. He gy 45 he had been able fighting against these
was then in favor of repealing the 33th article of aujtaiions, 1o know that it was nol profitahle or
the Constitation. He was utterly opposed o 811" hioysunt 1o keep the public mind contisually
restrictions. He believed that if they would ‘agitated. It seemed Lo him that the true course
grant the people their rights, without limitation 4 e pursued bere in offering every project, is
or restraint, they would feel happy, contented 't pske it as acceptuble o ail as it could possi-
- and sati-fied. . _ibly be, and it appeared to him that twenty years
It would not then be in the power of any agita- " y.u5 (Le proper ime in which to call together a
tor to raise exciting questions about their politi-* Convention, taking away the opportunity of crea-
cal rights. All u e repre evtaives 9' the COuD- ige frequent agitstions, as this guestion aiways
ties in this Convention, should goagainst any im- "}, created agitation, and alwuys witl.  Let us
itation 'Therefore, he should vote for the sec- g bsiitute twenty for ten years, aud give the peo-
oud-section of the report, as reported by the gen- ,
tleman from Calvert, (Mr. Sollers.) We should "\what the Convention is 10 cost them.
have more safety and more securily against agl-  The question was then stated to be on agreeing
tation, if the course should be adopted. This {4 the amendment of Mr. Hicks.
was his deliberate opinion, and he should ad- My Eccikston domauded tie yeas and nays;

here to it. ) ) . Which were ordered ;
Mr. BirenT, of Baltimore city, desired to

“know if the gentleman regarded the legislature And being taken, reculted as follows:
as synonymous with the people? Affirmative —Messrs. Blakistone, Ricaud, Mitch-
- M1. Bowse replied, that uo doubt, whe (pib- ell. Donaldson, Doisey, Randail, Brent, of
_Jie opinion required it, the legislature W“Lould Charles, Merrick, Jevifer, Dickinson, John Den-
cali a2 Convention. “pis, James U. Denms, Da-hieli Wiihams, Hid ks,
‘Mr. Hicks W shed to know whether the very Goldsbor ugh, Eccleston, Vririckson, MeMaster,
fact of being assembled here did not prove con- Hearn, Thawley, Davis, Kilgour, Biewer and
clusively that the peopie were determined lo Waters—25.

ple a little repose—yea, a litue relief, in view of
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