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tem they might adopt. It was bis be'ief, when
the people found vhat th-y wou d have, ina piv-
en numver of years, the power of voling for a
Canvaotion they would submit patiently, chieer-
ful 'y, to all the incorve iences to which they
might be gunj cted. And, mori over, if they saw
beyund thut, ut app oaching intervals. a tine
when the same night would occur to them,
they would not causele-sly exercise their right of
caliing a Convention, but would wait 1ill tue re-
currence of that second epoch. That was his
optuion 8s to the mode in which the people would
act. There was one course of proceeding, how-
ever, in winch he had faith, and 1t was this:
“that when you are going to trust the people, do
it fairly, openly, ful'v. Show them that you
place a generou~ earfidence in their integity and
intell.igence ” That was, (vir H. continued,)
the way in which the people should be trea ed
We piaced this right, therefore, unieservedly in
their hands. The pecople of Maryland were
united fur many purpo-es, and as they were u-i-
ted, they would decide upon this question one
way or the ather. What was the cficct of the
periodical recurrence of the right of' changing
theic a:en s, and Jid it bear ar\[y analogy tu the
constantly recurring right «f changing their or-
ganic law? I they were satisfied with the right
which they knew would happen soon, to change
their orginic law, then to the same extent they
were salisfi d to obey the laws, because they
knew they had the power to change th-m—the
effect would be to tranquitise the public mind.
Now, the effcctof the right to change their legis-
lature—to act in that sedative way—was, that
the people ohey a law while it isa law. Why?
They knew the power would soon come round
to repel an obnox:cus law. [t they were not sat-
isfied with the Executive branch of the govern-
ment, they respected and obeyed him  Why:
Because they saw ata little distance ahead, an
opportunity would be given them to change that
agent.  And the resalt of that was—a tranquihi-
ty constantly existing in the pudlic mind.  1u was
an interesting thiog to see how that question
worked in i's great extent. It w rked sdmira-
bly in the Government of the Uniled Siates,
where Lhere wus greater power reposed in the
President ol the Un ted Stutes, than there exi-ts
in the Queen of Eungland  She could not carry
on the guvernment one month, unless she had a
majority in Parliament but the ministiy would
be imm distely dissulved. The Executivebranch
of the guver ment was completely chaiged in
its ¢ urse. That was not the case in the United
States, where th: President could continue to
cairy on his gnvernment from year to year, with
a cleat majority of both Houses against him,
with only a corporal’s guard in Congiess aud a
Cabinet, in whom nobudy had any cuntidence.

We knew that that bad been the case of one
of the Presidents of the United States. The
Queen of England, _on the contrary. could not
bave stood twenty-four hours in that s:tuation
and yet that Prestdent went on 10 the end of h s
regular term. and the laws were all obeyed, «nd
the government moved on in entire peace und

‘the foundation. Why was it se? He, (M
Howard.) could not discover any other yeason
than that the people of the United States fore.
saw they would have the power in the bally
box to replace things according to their plea.
ure. That administration would go out, and an
other would take its place; and conscious of ke
possession of that power, they stood tranquilar
saw the government managed, year after yeur
with only a corporal’s guard in each House |
after exhibiting so much patience, wisdom, au¢
obedience to the laws, in that instancr, b
thonvht it was fair tosuppoz<e that the people o
Maryland would evince a like conduct in refer
ence to a change in their organic law. They
would submit to all tire evils of the Constitutio
for ten years, till the time occuired for making
a change, and that he thought was a reasonabt
time when the question was to be put.  In ik
meantime they would rrason with the mselvs
whetherit was worth while to incur the expens
of another Convention, to change a form of gor
ernment, which had, perhaps, better be tried:
little longer—another term—even if the evi
i were great.  With regard to (he question of 1z
i Judiciary, they might choose as to the systen

It was wrong, or didn’t work well, thev my

tstill conclude to try it a little longer. There w
no question that entered so deeply into the o
ganization of society, as that self-same judiciay
question. It was the only one which come home
daily, to every man’s personal interests and pr
Judices. It was spread all abroad throughout i
land and it might not be going too lar to &
that the great benefit of government, was in
faithful futfilment, and a due and rigid and e
nomical administration of justice. As to Ik
guestion, he did not know how this Conventic
would settle it.  But, the prople might we
pause before they went to the expense of anolls
Counvention.
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With regard to the fears expressed, that a Gov
ernor might be elected who would refuse to issuf
his proclanation for the call of a Convention. i
thought they were 1] founded. 1t was far bef
ter, in his opinion, to trust the Governor th§
‘the Legislature. He bad no idea. that under anf
i conceivable state of things, the people o MarjP
laid would ever elect a Governor so faithless |
his duty and to the Constitution, as not to carj
the wishes of the peaple into effect. In by
jndgment, the most effective way to attain thig
object. was to make it the duty of the Govern
to issue his proclamation. and to fix the respor
sibility upen him alone. In that way we woul
cariy ont the provision of the Constitution,
he hoped we would attain a groat and lastin
good.  Many causes might prevent the Legisk
tu-e from passing a law to sanction the call ol
Convention. Want ol time was a real or alleg?
reason for omitting to pa-s many laws.and migh
be <o in this case. A d fl-rence of opinion b
tween the Senate and Heuse of Delegates. oflt
! caused many bills to fail. Bit if the Go
"ernor alone should be clothed with the respons
t bility of issuing a proclamation, calling upog
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