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raised by bonuses which- had - besn. put, by - the
Legislature. upon bank charters, and from various
other- collaterat sources. . That fund . was distri-
buted by the resolutions of 1833, '34, aceording
to-a fixed basis, among the vatious counties of
the State and the city of Baltimore. At that
time a large portion of the State, or at Jeastsome
portion of it, thought that the distribution should
take place according to the basis of white popu-
Jation The Fastern Shore, the lower counties,
and many of the upper counties, thought that
as the fund had not been raised by taxation, there
was no reason why the distribution should take

place upoh the basis of popu ation. Anxious, |

that the fund should be divided—one-half ac-:
cording to the busis of white population, and the .

cther balf equally among the city of Baltmore
and the coumivrs.

Ever since 1833. by various acts of the Legis-
Jature, they would find that in all the counties of
the State, free schools had been erected and
created from this fund, and were now in success-
ful operation. .He was really amazed and aston-

|

break up this noble purpose, fourded. upon o
of the most benevolent ohjects that exgr enu:;;:
into the human breast —he desired to breax yp
this beautiful "system, and w0 have a pr-appor-
tionment of these funds upon the broad basis of
population ' o

Mr. Brown desired the gen'leman ta explais
how it would break the system up; The exist-
ing statutes would rema'n until they should e
repealed. He did not think auy thing which
might be done by the Convention, could repea)
| an act of the Assembly, unless it shouid cenflict
with the Constitution.

Mr. Bowie said that the plan of the gentleman
from Baltimore city, [ Vir. Brent.] ooked toa re.
apportionment of the existing scho | fund, on the
faith of which the system ot free schools in the
counties was now carried on, and if the funds
are withdrawn or in any manher dimipished, the
present system must stop. :

Mr. Brown said that ke did not say that there

however, to compromise the matter, they egreed '

! would be little advastage lo have il brokep ug,

but that there was a decided advantage accruing
to one portion of the people of M .rylend by it. .

ished that the gentleman from Carroll county
{Mr. Brown,] should get up and advocate an en-
tire ‘abolition of the fiee school system—just:
when, in his own county, the Legslature had
provided for the erection of free schools. I
Mr. Brown. Will this break it up?

Mr. Bowre. Certainly it will. The system
wasnow in full and fair operation, and now it is
proposrd that this fund shall be withdrawn, the |
contracts with teachers and for school houses |
broken up, and a new system put into operation,
‘gpon this strange notion that the frees ‘hool fund,
al'hough not raised’ by taxation, but. from colla-
teral sources, wasneverthele-s a public fund, and
ought to be distributed according to population.
The acts of 1833, 34, were passed as a compro-
mise Let that compromise remain forever.
. 'Why shou'd we make compromises to-day, to be
broken to-morrow ; more particularly wheti, upon l
the fa th of that compromise, they had obtained,
throughout the State, a most beautiful system of |
free education, which he prayed Heaven, might
forever last. : '
" In regard to the act of 1840, the amendment
of his feiend from 8t Mary's proposed to engraft
upon the Constitution-a provision to carry out
not exas tiy the precise terms of thig act which

provided that the stock itseif, shou'd be divided:
. gm his:{riend proposed that the revenue arising
frotm 1he stock should be divided—unot to break
up and divide the stock among the diff-rent coun.
ties, because that might leave the counties with-
out any one to control or manage the rtock; or
at leagt the power of having the s'ock repre-
senled in such a manner as to control the mang
ment of the companies, would be impaired.
therelore proposed to let it remain as i} was, in_
the name of, tgrp Btate, to .be controlled by the

¢

| care of his constituen's.

B

Mr. Bowie said that il a re-adjusiment should

! take place, Carroll county, and neerly all the

other counties, would Jose cunsiderably—the agp-
ly one o gain, would ‘b Baltimore city for even
the largest counties in the State_ have now more
than they would be entitled tv on the basis of
population.

Mr. Brown replied that he expected to take
All thes had to do was
to refuse to putinto the Constitution a clause fix-
ing a principle, and therey r-flecting upon the
Legislature making now what was nothing more
than statute law —bringing up principles without
necessary investigation—doing lnjustice as cleanly
as could be upon the face ot'it. e did notknow
of any portion of the State, that was dissatisfied
with the luw. He wished to leave the matjer in
the hands of the Legislatare. If the law shiouid
not be repealed. the money would go to the coun-
ties as it heretofore had. -

He had been accused of being in faver of
breaking up the beautifnl system of éducation.
If the present system was to be shaken, it wounld
Le done by the fact. that the gentleman from 8t.
Mary’s had introduced his proposition. and the
gentleman from Prince George's, had a”vocated
it.  The people of the State were satisfied wtn
the present apportionment; but be denied that
any Convention should put a clzuse into any
Constitution which carried upon its face, &:)
ciatly in money matters, inju tice. He thodid
vote for hisfriend’s [Mr. Bient's] proposition;
if cartied, he should then vote agpinst the
'amerdment as amended. He should yote to
keep out of the Constit.tion any thing in refpr-
ence {o this matter; for he believed this wauld
be much safer. He did ot believe there, was
any attempt to, rgpeal existing laws, by the

Staje” directors, dud that th- revenues ar.sing | larger.c. unties, fggro such bill of repeal could
Trom thigs stock ahould be distributed according | page the Senpre, . P
to the amoup paid jn., | . He did not 1hink gny thing should be engraft-

The gentleman..fram . Baltimore . city, [Mr.
Brent,) proposed to aller this. He wanted to

.ed. on, the Constitution whiéh would do

palpable
injustice.

It would tend to make the people




