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cient reason for requiring the new counties to
have so large a population as_fifteen thousand.
He hgped that the gentleman from Washington,
would withdraw his amendment, and that the
matter in regard to the new counties, having a !
population ol ten thousand, and which should also
have a certain extent of territory, would be re-
considered. By a proper arrangement, all the
good counties of the Eastern Shore, which he be-
lieved were second in point of territory to the
county of Allegany, would have an opportunity |
of making provision for the erection of new coun-
ties upon a proper and correct basis. He thought
the geographical interests of the State would be to
form new counties wherever they could protect
them:elves against the inroads of the city of Bal-
timore. oo

The question recurring on the reconsideration
of the vote, filling the first blank with fifteen thou-
sand, it was found that no quorum was voting.

. Ayes 23, noes 23— -
No gquorum voting.

The question was then taken on the motion of
Mr. Joun NEwcoMmeR, to Teconsider the vote of
the Convention on the amendment offered by him
to the section, filling the blank with “filteeu thou-
sand.”’

Mr. KiLcour demanded the yeas and nays;
Which were ordered and taken,

And resulted as fullows:

Affirmalive—Messrs  Chapman, Pres't, Blakis-
tone Hopewell, Ricaud. Chambers, of Kent,
Randall, Buchanan, John Dennis. James U. Den.
nis, Dashiell. Williams, Hicks, Hodson, McCul-
lough,Bowie.Sprigg, Dirickson,Mec Master, Hearn,
Stephenson, Nelsun, Thawley, Stewart, of Caro-
line, Gwinn, Brent, of Baltimmore city, Sherwood
of Baltirnore city. Ware, John Newcomer, Mich-
ael Newcomer, Davis, Kilgour and Waters—3]

Negative— Messrs. Donaldson, Dorsey, Sell-
man. Howard, Welch, Dickinson, Sherwood of
Tatbot, Colston, George, Bi-er, Annan, McHen-
ry, Schley, Fiery, Anderson, Weber, Hollyday,
Slicer, Fi'zpatrick, Smith, Shower, Cockey and
Brown—3.

So the Convention reconsidered their vote,

Mr. Joun Newcomer then maved to amend
the twenty-third section, by fillingthe first blank
therein with ‘‘twenty thousand.”

Mr. Biser had been somewhat amused at the
motion of the gentleman from Washington coun-
ty, (Mr John Newcomer,) in pre-enting as the
basis of a new county a populatiou of twenty
thousand. If that gentleman would look to the
population of Howard county, which was now
entitled 10 all the rights and privileges that any
other county in the State enjoyed, according to
its population, he would find that the population
there was a little upwards of ten thousand. And,
if the gentleman looked to Calvert county. he
would find a population of about nine thousand.

Mr. Joay Newcomer, (interposing,) said, he
did not desire a new county with much less than

3.

Mr. Biser remarkec that if the gentleman from
Washington iuserted in the Constitution that a
county should not have less thao twenty thou-
sand inhabitants, it was in effect, to deny to that
couuty the rights and privileges which were grant-
ed to Howard, Calvert and other counties in the
State. He, [Mr. B.,] was not standing there to
advocate or oppose the creation of new counties,
but he desired to see a uuiform system adopted
throughout the State, whether the basis was fixed
at ten or twenty thousand. He wished his own
section of the State to stand on & perfect equality
with all the cther parts of it. Whenever his
people should express at the ballot-box their de-

i sire 10 have a new county—whern 1t was certain

there was an undoubted majority in favor of a
new county, then he would ask the same privil-
ege fur lus constituents as was asked by other
gentlemen in behall of theirs He could not
unite with his friend from Allegany, (Mr. ~with,)
in his contemplated amendment to znoex territo-
ry to population. He, {Mr. B ] was opposed to
the reoresentation of territory, although upon
| the compromise in voting for a basis of represen-
tation, and being under the necessity of passing
something as plausible as they could make it,
territory was taken into consideration.

Mr. SmiTH explained that he was opposed to
territoriturial representation as well as the gen-
tleman, but what he meant tossy was, that couc-
ties should not be tormed unless they had the re-
quisite population and a certain extent of terri-
tory also.

Mrc. Biser was obliged to the gentleman for
his statement, but for the life of him he could
not see why a dense population of 6fteen thou-
sand in any section of the State, whe: their opio-
ion was clearly ascertained and expressed at the
hallot-box, should not be entitied to the same
privileges and advantages as a like number of
peop'e living in another section of the State. If
it was the good fortune of any sections of the
State to be more densely populated than others,
they should not be deprived of equal rights and
privileges merelv on account of the smullness of
their territory. Those were simply the reasons
which would govern his votes, and he would ot
commit himsell" for or against any new county
now in contemplation. His desire was to have &
Constitution. so far as his vole was concerned,
fair and uniform in its provisions in reference to
every portion and county of the State. He had
ever been, and should ever be, an advocate of
the majority of the people. Whenever his con-
stituents were in favor of a project—their desire
being clear and undoubted—certainly he was
then with that majority. Whenever they shouid
expresss their opinion for an addilional cou:.ty,
formed out of the counties of Washington and
Frederick. for ins'ance. and a majonty of the
voters living within the contemplated buunds of
it being in favor of the project, he desiied to
place them in the same coudition and on the
same plat{orm as other people of the State were.

The question recurring on Mr. JOHX NEw-
coMFR's amendmt nt, 10 fill the first blask, in the

twenty thousand inhabitaats.

23d secliop, with “‘twenty thousand ;"

A B s NP 35S YRl e PN AL S EIVELS ¥ g e - e MR e TR AT TR Wt VR ALY e o T

;
;
.
i
B
;
h
!
;
:




