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" vated Lo high and distinguished pos: ions, but when

~ ciation? Did not the gentleman, and those to
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of 1 soeiety. Then why was it demanded ?‘
There ~was ‘4 motive somewhere; what was
it? What induced theentire Democratic party |
to favor this change? What was it that indu-
cvd the gentlemen fiom Caroline, and Talbot,and |
Queen -Anne’s, to vote for a reduction of the re- !
presentation f om those counties. The prople of
thoss counties certainly do not desire any aueh
reduction, and cannot be benefi'ted by it. Sir,
it cannet be doubted that they are struggling for
party ascendency. : i '
The geatleman from Montg mery, (Mr. Kil-
gour,) was right when he denounced this whole
mutter as an effort pn the part of the Democratie
party on this togain party power. Our friendsfrum
the counties reterred Lo, professed 10 oppose the
doetrine of representation based on population
siniply. They are unwilling to give to Baltimore
all she asks, {mt yet, they will yield their princi-
ples just far- enough to secure a majority, in the
House of Delegates, of their party. S, I re-
peat, it is-an exchange of local security for party
power. o ‘ i
Mr. President, gentlemen may find their re-
ward , they may, for their services here, become
the o jects of party patronage ; they may be ele-

the exc.tements of the'day shall have passed, as
soon they wili, and their coustituents shall have
Jearned at what cost the triumph was purchased,
these gentlemen may well fear the displeasure of
an injured and indignant people. - And, sir, what
bas the geutleman from Washington, (Mr. Fiery.)
and those of his way of thinking, who are pow
ac:ing with him,to gain by the course they are now
pursuing. They came here with no sympathy with
the great body of those with whom they are now
acting. There is now no b-nd ol "union between
them save this vague name of reform,which 1 have |
shown h s no practical meaning, so far as this
question is conceined, except Lo re-cyst the par-
ty balances and injure one half the State with

out benefiting the vther.  Then, why this asso-

whom | have referred, come here pledged not. to
increase the weight of Baltimore city beyond the
largest county 2 Why depart from. that pledge’
Will those, by whose favor they have seats on
this floor, justity their courss? Will they sus-
t.in aud spprove the course of the gentleman
aiid his friends in combining with their enemies
to injure and ruio their friends? '

“Mr. Preside. t, I have accupied much. more of
the time of the Convention than [ antigipated;
much wore, perhaps, than wasdesirable, | thavk
the Conveniion for the patient attention with
which | have been listensd to. I have now
petformed, very imperfectly it is true, the task |
bad prescribed for myself. " In conclusion, allow
me to say, that | earuestly pray that this. body
miay be gmded by wislom and patriotism ; that
justice, forbearance and a sense of right may
here prevail, ana that our action may redound to,
the safety, and honor, and glory of Maryland. .

.Mr. Jenires said: - - ey
-That bera:d not intend to discuss the propriety

of caliing & Couventicn. : Jt wes: sufficient -for-

him that he was there, sent by his constituents .
to represent their interests.’ "He would as far,as.
it was in'his power protect these interests, at the.
same time that he was anxious 1o do justice to,
all sections of the S:ate; and although he might
diff-r from some of his constituents, his col-.
leagues and others, he feit a consciousness that,
the course he had pursued'and intended to pur-
sue upon this absorbing question of representa;
tion, was best calculated to promote their inter-.
ests.

‘He did not mean to make any apology for the
remarks he would submit here, nor . did he mean
to place himself in any oth-r thap on .corgect
ground; and if he could have been allowed to.
give a vote on all those questions, without being
misinterpreted, he would not now have spoken.
He had looked at this matter with intense anXie-
1y, as he had no ‘doubt.every memberof the Con-
vertion had; and’ permit him to say, ‘that .very
g'eat injustice had dope him by a misconstruc-.
tion if not misre presentation of his course. Anti-
pathies had been created and efforts made to
prejudice him, because he did not, ngres with
other gentlemen, with” whom he had been ac-
customed to act potitically,

-

If there was any one thing more than another
which bad prejudiced Baltimore city and the
larger counties againstthe smaller counties. and
the smaller counties affainst Baitimore ¢ity and
the others—it was the course adopted by. some.
of their representatives here on this floor, Day.
after day have they assumed an antagonistical
position, and claimed for Baltimors the balance
of power over the whole State. .. *.- . - ..
He, (Mr. ].,) came :here with no prejudices.
against Baltimore. 'He did not know that there
was a gentleman in the. Convention who did aet
desire to see herflourish as the great emp.rium of
the State—but never to give her the. whole con-
trol of it. IR R
He knew the course pursued by him from the
commencement of the session 10 the. present.time
was not satisfactory to either . of the extremes,
and that efforts hav been; made to: place him in a.
faise-attitude, merely because he was.disposed to
settle this questiun of represeutation -in a spirit.
of gompromise. - . . . . . 0L
: He: meant to put himself right with regard to
those ungenerous insinuations. He came here as
a member of this Convention, standing upon dif-
ferent: grounds from that of other ‘gentlemeén.
Nearly all of them were elected pledg-d to par-
ty purposes. He was elected, whilst denooncing
all. who desired- to-frame a Constitution for the’
people of :¥aryland. wpon party principles. "He
declined being elected upon, those terms. He
was elected irrespective of parties.. He intend:
ed tp carry out the principle which be advdca-
ted upon becoming a candidate. -He ¢obld. have
been electéd. without' trouble, ‘and with mugh.
moreé comhfort to himself, had he _gor}é'e'ﬁ;;gd, to.
t

take'a party stand. In ode of the ¢;tbngei§' ‘Whig,

{ counties of the Stat> hie-stood alone.’ So far from,

dministering to popular clamor, he took ground;
against it, and wag elected, as he believed .4e~veg,
iepresentative should have béen, uitrammell




