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the Senate tao, the power which belongs. to, her
nétitiers. "And how “was she 1o get i Was
therg any modé of obtaining the consummation of
hiér' wishes except by a change of the Counstitu-
ton it the mbteier preseribed? T
~Is'there any ‘duthonity dbove the Constitution ?
Sif, theré iv a'deep meaning in this threat. We’
hedrd from & very' high quirter not long 8go,
thatunless the popular wish for Conveutioual
refurm was sdon gratified by the legislature, its
saiiction would not much longer be invoked; aud
durin; this session, we have heard the, rights of
the mijority proctaimeéd to be above the Consti-
tutich. “Ts 1t the ' practiral astertion of this doc-
trivie, Whicli at once'strikés down the Constilu-
tion,'sd prosirates every Fight under the law .of
the strotiest, to' which the gentleman from Bul--
lithore eity Inpoks? T :

"Dioes he speak the sentiments of his constitu.
ens? Jf so; the counties, instead of yieiding up.
power, slioultt-draw the rein of authority tighter.
Eyery ¢ontession wrung from their fears, is a
1;:;1& in the chdin, which ditimately will bind
them. T '

" 8ir, this:threat, and thése doctrines, arealarm-
ing. “They portend's storm which may over-
whelm every ,thinF_ valuable,’ every thing conser-
valive in ouf institutiofs’ [ beg génilamen from.
thié coﬁﬁ;iés'\(o rote them well,and hefore it is_too
lte to adopt imeasures of gafety and security, |

Mr. President, we are told” that territory js
represented in the' Sevate, and there tiie small

cou'ties'Have'a' théck on the larger copnt es and]

the'eity, sufficiently ‘strong
Pheoreticaly’ ihii< " tnay he trie; but practically’
we find it'is no clieck at all. The Senateis
eiecied, for six years, und the members of that
body rasely wish, or will gonsent to acvept. a se-
oond term: ;- Whenthey have’ réached that-point,
they have :enjoyed ull their particular constitu.
enty can-givejand they turn’ their eyes for future
advancement Lo the aggregate popular vite of
the'Stats, orito the vote:of th -[iegislature. The
consequence;is,. their effort is not' to: protect their
particulur: consiituents, but Vo cimeiliate tha
power: in sthe:State, which ‘can alofe confér on’
them: additional honors und sdvancement. The
territorial .cepresentation: in the' Senate is; there-
fore, not a rufficient, or rather -not w rehsble
mea.s. of protection, farthe smullcounties. “They
must look Lo, tbe  House, which-:ig conposed of |
men who look for suppurt.io: their .paricular:
counties alane, and whose conduct is frquemly
subm tled to the appipral of their constituents. |
We hayé seeh, Mr. President, that : the safety
df  the swia ler counties, will be greatly endang-
ered hy any material changes ip. the basis of re-;
presenta ion, Now let me ask. why make the
chaige? IL is not all-ged that they have abused
their trust, . N oppression js cem;lag edof. No.
a-tof legi‘;!?u_o;’u, mjugiously affee: g Lthe interest:
of Bal tia're .or the west, has been. pointed out.
They have asked fur no m:agure which had ber -
refused. I have been by atientive, ubserver. of
18 e 8%, und 16§t wholg ‘course, not vue a5:.
bug by Somp ained of .« W have bisled

for thejr protection.

brethren with fraternal kindpess; we have gener-
their beefi . and siifl ;

ously taxed ourselyes for
are willing. to exdend to themour -pid and sup-

port,.in every prudent measure of inprovement; ..

yet we are asked to yield up power we havs -

never abused and which 1 essential Lo our owa..

protection.. And why? Gentleinen assign. no.

other reason, than what they are pleased 5o term. .

the rights of .the people—ihe abstrges rigut of .

the majority to rule! Aud when they bave got
all they claim, of what
Will.the resources of the west be
developed?  Will the miner woik with  moge

profit will it be 10 thewn ?
more, zapidly

pt]

vigor, and .the husbandmen of the wes:, gath-

er richer harvesis? Will Baltimore estend hec

commerce further? Will her arzaus enjoy
greate: fucilities, or her wealth more rapidly se-
cumulate? © Will there be more freedom ? Will

the privileges-of the ciiizen be better pecured, -

or the Tights of property mare respected, than

now? No sir, no—il isnot p étended!

But, sir, my friend from Carrull, (.»VJr.;Brhwvn.) :
charges,.that we hiave no respect for the prople

of western M .ryland. Have we not uniformly
given the most substantial evidences of our re-
sjiect, for our western brethien? Look at ouf
statute books, and you will find them Hlied with
rhe proofs of nur respecwand rega d for them.
How have we shuwn oar want of reepect ?  “The
gentleman ‘sidys, we have not accoided to the
eople of the west, the -ame political power ac-
cording to vumbers, Which wé' claim for our-

selves. 'And pray sir,"when did the geatleman

prerceive, there was ‘any thing in this disrespect-
ful to the people of the west? He did not al-
ways think 0. We are standing on the plat-
form of 1838; we are dontending for the distri-
bation of palitical -power then deiermined on.
vnd ‘the' gevitleman hihself bad e very greast
agency in~ framing the Ztt'of that {\eavr
lieve sir, he clains to have written that act
Mr. Broww éxplained  He aid not claini 2ny
credit amy more than for beiny on the commite
tee and using’ all' hifs efforts to get mere Reform;
aud s tehad said the othér day. the Chairman
of that weommitteé’ remairked that he was the
wyost Troublesotme wian on the commiitee.
Mr.CrisMurp continued. “The gentleman at
all-evénts signed’ the rejiort, and voled for the

nill. But'a¢hange has now dume Gver the spir- .

it of his diéam. We“are sta.ding where he
stood; we-are advocating his measures Does
our want of respect then cinsist in yot chabging
with'the gentlenau?  But'this was not bus ouly
charige; and must we follow himin all his ¢hang-
es T If cur‘tefusal 1o 4o this pe disrespecifu) to
the people f ‘the we-t, why sir, 1 lor ope,am
obuoxi-us to the gertleman’s change; and [ em
+ery much “nelined to think, I'$pall continue to
sin in‘the same way. i .

Here; then, Mr President, wik gotig! t 2 chsnge

w the dmtribution of political power, an sbun-
doviment of the principle of territorial represen-
tation utider whi h we have lived ané pr. spered
for two ceénturies. R wiis niov sought because
4t had been productive of any- pravticsl evil.

hac8ships ' we haie béen guilfy of no oppressi
I fhio’ éoittary we'hiave uyifirply wreated our

AR

1 was:-pot- sowght becsuse:the change was
expecled 10 -improve and besefis soy portion
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